. 1200 King Count
kg King County Coutthouse
, 516 Third Avenue

Seattle, WA 98104

King County
Legislation Details (With Text)
File #: 2010-0226 Version: 3
Type: Ordinance Status: Passed
File created: 4/19/2010 In control: Law, Justice, Health and Human Services
Committee
On agenda: Final action: 5/3/2010
Enactment date: 5/11/2010 Enactment #: 16819
Title: AN ORDINANCE documenting approval of the creation of criminal court commissioner positions of
the King County superior court.
Sponsors: Reagan Dunn
Indexes: Courts, Criminal Justice

Code sections:

Attachments: 1. 16819.pdf, 2. 2010-0226 fiscal note.xls, 3. 2010-0226 Transmittal letter.doc, 4. 2010-0226 staff
report Criminal Court Commissioners, 5. 2010-0226 Attach 4 Senate Bill Criminal Court Comm, 6.
2010-0226 Attach 5 Ct Comm Amdt A1, 7. 2010-0226 Attach 6 Ct Comm Title Amdt T1, 8. 2010-0226
Criminal Court Commissioners Revised Staff Report, 9. 16819 AM 1- 5-3-10.pdf

Date Ver. Action By Action Result

5/3/2010 2 Metropolitan King County Council Passed as Amended Pass

4/27/2010 1 Law, Justice, Health and Human Recommended Do Pass Substitute Pass
Services Committee Consent

4/19/2010 1 Metropolitan King County Council Introduced and Referred

AN ORDINANCE documenting approval of the creation of criminal court
commissioner positions of the King County superior court.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF KING COUNTY:

SECTION 1. Findings:

A. Atrticle IV, section 23, of the Washington State Constitution authorizes the appointment of up to
three court commissioners per county. The court commissioners are appointed by the superior court and are
authorized to perform the same duties as a judge of the superior court at chambers, or as otherwise provided by
law to aid the administration of justice. These duties include hearing matters related to probate, hearing and
making determinations for small claims appeals, issuing temporary restraining orders presiding over
arraignments and other pretrial matters in adult criminal cases and performing other judicial duties as required

by the judge.
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B. In addition to the constitutionally authorized commissioners, the Legislature has authorized
supplementary court commissioners to assist superior court judges in specific areas of the law. These include
mental health commissioners and family court commissioners. The duties of these commissioners are limited
by statute to specific powers pertinent to assisting the court in mental health or family court matters
respectively.

C. Chapter 140, Laws of Washington 2009 authorizes the presiding superior court judge in counties
with a population greater than four hundred thousand to appoint new supplementary court commissioners to
assist the superior court in disposing of adult criminal matters. The county legislative authority must approve
the creation of criminal court commissioners.

D. The court intends to use existing family law and mental health commissioners to perform the
criminal court functions authorized by Chapter 140, Laws of Washington 2009. Prompt approval for existing
commissioners to perform these additional functions will assist the efficient administration of the superior
court.

SECTION 2. By this ordinance, the county legislative authority approves the creation of criminal court
commissioner positions, which functions shall be performed by
existing authorized family law and mental health commissioners to assist the superior court in disposing of

adult criminal matters.
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