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Enactment date: Enactment #:

Title: AN ORDINANCE relating to sensitive areas; correcting inconsistencies between K.C.C. 16.82 and
K.C.C. 21A.24 relating to exemptions from clearing and grading permit and sensitive areas review;
clarifying permit exceptions regarding noxious weed removal, ditch cleaning, agriculture activities,
buffers and fish habitat restoration projects and the use of herbicides and other hazardous
substances; adding an exception for clearing in coal mine hazard areas; clarifying and eliminating
inconsistencies in exemptions; allowing conversions between agricultural uses; combining
modifications and exceptions processes into one appealable, administrative modifications process;
clarifying process to review sensitive area designations; consolidating the permit review for franchise
utility R-O-W use permits; adding a review process for programmatic grading permits; extending
variances to building setbacks; making appeals provisions consistent with K.C.C. title 21A; clarifying
the emergency exemption procedures; expanding the purpose to include protection of habitat and
species diversity; adding authority to identify and map channel migration areas; creating exceptions to
the buffer requirements for landslide and steep slope hazard areas and wetlands and streams;
clarifying permitted alterations in hazard areas and in wetlands and streams; defining new permitted
alterations in channel migration areas and coal mine hazard areas; adding exploratory drilling as
permitted alteration in landslide and steep slope hazard areas; clarifying requirements for wetland and
stream enhancement, restoration and mitigation and reorganizing wetland and stream standards;
requiring restoration for temporary wetland alteration resulting from utility pipeline; repealing
definitions for biologist and stormwater facilities; adding definition of alteration in definitions chapter;
adding new definitions of bog, fen, aquatic bed wetland, emergent wetland, scrub-shrub wetland,
grazed wet meadow, wetland vegetation class, lake, wildlife, noxious weed, hazard tree,
hydrologically connected, drainage basin and subbasin, tributary drainage area, drainage facility, flow
control facility, surface water conveyance, improved area, roadway, ditch, emergency action, wetland
and stream scientists, civil, structural and geotechnical engineers, engineering geologist, channel
migration area, used by salmonids, mitigation, rectification, enhancement and creation; clarifying
definitions of applicant, geologist, coal mine by-product stockpiles, coal mine hazard area, critical and
utility facilities, emergency, sensitive area, erosion hazard area, landslide hazard area, seismic hazard
area, steep slope hazard area, volcanic hazard area, flood hazard area, FEMA floodway, zero-rise
floodway, forested wetland, isolated wetland, wetland edge, submerged land, native vegetation,
impervious surface, net buildable area, substantial improvement, site, utility facility, vactor waste and
restoration; moving standards from the definitions of wetlands and streams and clarifying definition of
wetlands; adding separate sections for coal mine, wetland and stream classifications and including
classifications for wetlands along shorelines; adding new sections to clarify requirements for mitigation
of permitted alterations and corrective work for violations; updating references to drainage facilities in
K.C.C. title 21A; and making technical changes to K.C.C. title 25; and amending Ordinance 1711,
Section 5, and K.C.C. 14.44.050; Ordinance 1488, Sections 5, 6, 7 and (part), and K.C.C. 16.82.020,
K.C.C. 16.82.050, K.C.C. 16.82.060 and K.C.C. 16.82.130; Ordinance 3688, Sections 409(1), 409(2),
509, 609 and 709 and K.C.C. 25.16.090, K.C.C. 25.16.100, K.C.C. 25.20.090, K.C.C. 25.24.090 and
K.C.C. 25.28.090; Ordinance 7590, Section 7 and K.C.C. 9.08.060; Ordinance 10870, Sections 80,
92, 120, 123, 131, 135, 141, 149, 165, 176, 190, 198, 203, 240, 249, 253, 286, 288, 293, 294, 310,
314, 319, 320, 322, 323, 342, 378, 448, 450, 452 through 455, 457, 458, 459, 464, 465, 468 through
480, 483, 484, 612 and 616 and K.C.C. 21A.06.200, K.C.C. 21A.06.260, K.C.C. 21A.06.400, K.C.C.
21A.06.415, K.C.C. 21A.06.455, K.C.C. 21A.06.475, K.C.C. 21A.06.505, K.C.C. 21A.06.545, K.C.C.
21A.06.625, K.C.C. 21A.06.680, K.C.C. 21A.06.750, K.C.C. 21A.06.790, K.C.C. 21A.06.815, K.C.C.
21A.06.1000, K.C.C. 21A.06.1045, K.C.C. 21A.06.1065, K.C.C. 21A.06.1230, K.C.C. 21A.06.1240,
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K.C.C. 21A.06.1265, K.C.C. 21A.06.1270, K.C.C. 21A.06.1350, K.C.C. 21A.06.1360, K.C.C.
21A.06.1370, K.C.C. 21A.06.1395, K.C.C. 21A.06.1400, K.C.C. 21A.06.1410, K.C.C. 21A.06.1415,
K.C.C. 21A.12.050, K.C.C. 21A.14.180, K.C.C. 21A.24.010, K.C.C. 21A.24.030, K.C.C 21A.24.050
through K.C.C. 21A.24.070, K.C.C. 21A.24.080, K.C.C. 21A.24.100 through K.C.C. 21A.24.120,
K.C.C. 21A.24.170, K.C.C. 21A.24.180, K.C.C. 21A.24.210 through K.C.C. 21A.24.260, K.C.C.
21A.24.280 through K.C.C. 21A.24.330, K.C.C. 21A.24.360, K.C.C. 21A.24.370, K.C.C. 21A.42.040
and K.C.C. 21A.42.080; Ordinance 11555, Section 2, and K.C.C. 21A.06.797; Ordinance 11621,
Sections 20, 21, 70 and 75, and K.C.C. 21A.06.182, K.C.C. 21A.06.392, K.C.C. 21A.24.075 and
K.C.C 21A.24.275; Ordinance 12018, Section 1, and K.C.C. 21A.06.1352; Ordinance 12196, Sections
9 and 10, and K.C.C. 20.20.020 and K.C.C. 20.20.030; Ordinance 13319, Section 3, and K.C.C.
21A.06.197; adding new sections to K.C.C. 16.82, K.C.C. 21A.06 and K.C.C. 21A.24; and repealing
Ordinance 10870, Sections 62, 150, 221, 235, 460, 462, 466, 474, 481, 482 and 485 through 489,
and K.C.C. 21A.06.110, K.C.C. 21A.06.550, K.C.C. 21A.06.905, K.C.C. 21A.06.975, K.C.C.
21A.24.130, K.C.C. 21A.24.150, K.C.C. 21A.24.190, K.C.C. 21A.24.270, K.C.C. 21A.24.340, K.C.C.
21A.24.350, K.C.C. 21A.24.380 through K.C.C. 21A.24.420; Ordinance 11621, Section 72, and
K.C.C. 21A.24.345; all as amended.

Sponsors: Larry Phillips

Indexes: Sensitive Areas

Code sections: 16.82 -, 16.82.020 -, 16.82.060 -, 16.82.130 -, 20.20.020 -, 20.20.030 -, 21A.06 -, 21A.06.1000 -,
21A.06.1045 -, 21A.06.1065 -, 21A.06.110 -, 21A.06.1230 -, 21A.06.1240 -, 21A.06.1265 -,
21A.06.1270 -, 21A.06.1350 -, 21A.06.1352 -, 21A.06.1360 -, 21A.06.1370 -, 21A.06.1395 -,
21A.06.1400 -, 21A.06.1410 -, 21A.06.1415 -, 21A.06.182 -, 21A.06.197 -, 21A.06.200 -, 21A.06.260
-, 21A.06.392 -, 21A.06.400 -, 21A.06.415 -, 21A.06.455 -, 21A.06.475 -, 21A.06.505 -, 21A.06.545 -,
21A.06.550 -, 21A.06.625 -, 21A.06.680 -, 21A.06.750 -, 21A.06.790 -, 21A.06.797 -, 21A.06.815 -,
21A.06.905 -, 21A.06.975 -, 21A.12.050 -, 21A.14.180 -, 21A.24 -, 21A.24 -, 21A.24.010 -,
21A.24.030 -, 21A.24.050 -, 21A.24.060 -, 21A.24.070 -, 21A.24.075 -, 21A.24.080 -, 21A.24.100 -,
21A.24.110 -, 21A.24.120 -, 21A.24.130 -, 21A.24.150 -, 21A.24.170 -, 21A.24.180 -, 21A.24.190 -,
21A.24.210 -, 21A.24.220 -, 21A.24.230 -, 21A.24.240 -, 21A.24.250 -, 21A.24.260 -, 21A.24.270 -,
21A.24.275 -, 21A.24.280 -, 21A.24.290 -, 21A.24.300 -, 21A.24.310 -, 21A.24.320 -, 21A.24.330 -,
21A.24.340 -, 21A.24.345 -, 21A.24.350 -, 21A.24.360 -, 21A.24.370 -, 21A.24.380 -, 21A.24.390 -,
21A.24.400 -, 21A.24.410 -, 21A.24.420 -, 21A.42.040 -, 21A.42.080 -, 25.16.090 -, 25.16.100 -,
25.20.090 -, 25.24.090 -, 25.28.090 -, 9.08.060 -

Attachments: 1. 1999-0353 Summary of Proposed  Revisions.doc, 2. 1999-0353 Table of Contents.doc, 3. 1999-
0353 Transmittal.doc, 4. None

Action ByDate Action ResultVer.

ReintroducedMetropolitan King County Council1/14/2002 1

ReintroducedMetropolitan King County Council1/8/2001 1

Introduced and ReferredMetropolitan King County Council1/18/2000 1

AN ORDINANCE relating to sensitive areas; correcting inconsistencies between K.C.C.
16.82 and K.C.C. 21A.24 relating to exemptions from clearing and grading permit and
sensitive areas review; clarifying permit exceptions regarding noxious weed removal, ditch
cleaning, agriculture activities, buffers and fish habitat restoration projects and the use of
herbicides and other hazardous substances; adding an exception for clearing in coal mine
hazard areas; clarifying and eliminating inconsistencies in exemptions; allowing
conversions between agricultural uses; combining modifications and exceptions processes
into one appealable, administrative modifications process; clarifying process to review
sensitive area designations; consolidating the permit review for franchise utility R-O-W
use permits; adding a review process for programmatic grading permits; extending
variances to building setbacks; making appeals provisions consistent with K.C.C. title
21A; clarifying the emergency exemption procedures; expanding the purpose to include
protection of habitat and species diversity; adding authority to identify and map channel
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File #: 1999-0353, Version: 1

migration areas; creating exceptions to the buffer requirements for landslide and steep
slope hazard areas and wetlands and streams; clarifying permitted alterations in hazard
areas and in wetlands and streams; defining new permitted alterations in channel migration
areas and coal mine hazard areas; adding exploratory drilling as permitted alteration in
landslide and steep slope hazard areas; clarifying requirements for wetland and stream
enhancement, restoration and mitigation and reorganizing wetland and stream standards;
requiring restoration for temporary wetland alteration resulting from utility pipeline;
repealing definitions for biologist and stormwater facilities; adding definition of alteration
in definitions chapter; adding new definitions of bog, fen, aquatic bed wetland, emergent
wetland, scrub-shrub wetland, grazed wet meadow, wetland vegetation class, lake, wildlife,
noxious weed, hazard tree, hydrologically connected, drainage basin and subbasin,
tributary drainage area, drainage facility, flow control facility, surface water conveyance,
improved area, roadway, ditch, emergency action, wetland and stream scientists, civil,
structural and geotechnical engineers, engineering geologist, channel migration area, used
by salmonids, mitigation, rectification, enhancement and creation; clarifying definitions of
applicant, geologist, coal mine by-product stockpiles, coal mine hazard area, critical and
utility facilities, emergency, sensitive area, erosion hazard area, landslide hazard area,
seismic hazard area, steep slope hazard area, volcanic hazard area, flood hazard area,
FEMA floodway, zero-rise floodway, forested wetland, isolated wetland, wetland edge,
submerged land, native vegetation, impervious surface, net buildable area, substantial
improvement, site, utility facility, vactor waste and restoration; moving standards from the
definitions of wetlands and streams and clarifying definition of wetlands; adding separate
sections for coal mine, wetland and stream classifications and including classifications for
wetlands along shorelines; adding new sections to clarify requirements for mitigation of
permitted alterations and corrective work for violations; updating references to drainage
facilities in K.C.C. title 21A; and making technical changes to K.C.C. title 25; and
amending Ordinance 1711, Section 5, and K.C.C. 14.44.050; Ordinance 1488, Sections 5,
6, 7 and (part), and K.C.C. 16.82.|10
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