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SUBJECT
An Ordinance adopting Growth Management Planning Council ("GMPC")  recommendations relating to (1) the interim Potential Annexation Area ("PAA") map and (2) policies guiding allocation of regional transit services.
COUNCIL PRIORITIES

This proposed ordinance are relevant both to the Council’s Mobility for People, Goods and Services Priority and to its Local and Regional Government Priority.
BACKGROUND
Pursuant to CPP FW-1 step 9
, the GMPC voted unanimously to recommend GMPC Motions 10-1 and 10-2.   These GMPC motions recommend the following actions: 

· GMPC Motion 10-1: amends the interim PAA map in the Countywide Planning Policies to expand the PAA for the City of Renton and proportionately reduce the PAA for the City of Kent; and 
· GMPC Substitute Motion 10-2: amends Countywide Planning Policies (“CPP”) FW-18, FW-19 and T-14 to describe the intended relationship between transit service and existing and planned densities. 
Proposed Ordinance 2010-0347 would ratify the proposed changes on behalf of the population of unincorporated King County, as required by CPP FW-1, Step 9.

THE GROWTH MANAGEMENT PLANNING COUNCIL
The GMPC is a formal body comprised of elected officials from King County, Seattle, Bellevue, the Suburban Cities, and Special Districts.  The GMPC was created in 1992 by interlocal agreement, in response to a provision in the Washington State Growth Management Act (“GMA”) requiring cities and counties to work together to adopt CPPs.  

Under GMA, the CPPs serve as the framework for each individual jurisdiction’s comprehensive plan, and ensure countywide consistency with respect to land use planning efforts.  As provided for in the interlocal agreement, the GMPC developed and recommended the CPPs, which were adopted by the County Council and ratified by the cities.  Subsequent amendments to the CPPs follow the same process: recommendation by the GMPC, adoption by the County Council, and ratification by the cities.  

Amendments to the CPPs become effective when ratified by ordinance or resolution by at least 30% of the city and County governments representing at least 70% of the population of King County.  A city shall be deemed to have ratified an amendment to the CPPs unless, within 90 days of adoption by King County, the city by legislative action disapproves it.

SUMMARY of GMPC Motions 10-1 and 10-2
GMPC Motion 10-1 (Kent and Renton PAAs)

This motion amends the interim PAA map to reflect an agreement between the Cities of Kent and Renton for a boundary modification of their respective PAAs. This modification will reduce Kent’s Panther Lake PAA and expand Renton’s Fairwood PAA to include all of Soos Creek Park and Trail north of SE 208th Street in the Fairwood PAA.  The subject area is comprised of the western portion of Soos Creek Park and Trail adjacent to the Fairwood PAA.  

During the Panther Lake Annexation, Kent and King County agreed that Kent would leave the park out of the annexation and annex up to the western boundary of the park.  King County worked with the cities of Kent and Renton to reach this agreement to prevent the creation of an urban island upon the annexation of the Fairwood PAA to the City of Renton

GMPC Motion 10-2 (Region Transit Service Policies)
This motion recommends three amendments to the CPPs (Policies FW-18, FW-19 and T-14) with regards to transit service.
These amendments were instigated by the adoption of GMPC Motion 09-1 in October 2009, wherein the interjurisdictional ("IJT") staff team were directed to develop options for “new CPP policy language that will prioritize regional service delivery in ways that promote the regional growth strategy.”   In response to that motion, the IJT staff work carried out a work program that included: 
1. Identification of regional services that may be addressed by such policy review, 
2. Review of existing regional and countywide policies (e.g. Vision 2040, existing CPPs, and functional plans for regional services that are related to the geographic distribution of growth, including parks and open space, wastewater and transit), and 
3. Analysis of how well those policies have been implemented through functional plans of service-providing agencies.  

Based on its analysis, IJT staff recommended (and the GMPC concurred) that the staff's further evaluation be focused on amending the CPPs to clarify and strengthen guidance for provision of transit service, specifically to ensure that transit allocations made by King County Metro are responsive to existing land uses and densities and locations targeted for future growth.

The GMPC approved IJT staff-recommended amendments to FW-18 and FW-19 to reflect more clearly the appropriate service intended for different types of areas and to clarify the relationship among jurisdictions regarding transportation system planning and development.  
FW-18
The land use pattern shall be supported by a balanced transportation system, which provides for a variety of mobility options,  This system shall be cooperatively planned, financed, and constructed.  Mobility options shall include including 1) a high-capacity transit system which  that links the Urban Centers; and is supported by an extensive high-occupancy vehicle system, local com​munity transit system for 2) a system of bus and other transit modes that links Centers, provides circulation within the Centers, and links to the non-center Urban Areas,; 3) a high-occupancy vehicle system that links Urban Centers; and 4) non-motorized travel options.

FW-19
All jurisdictions in the County, in cooperation with METRO, the Metropolitan Planning Organiza​tion, The County and cities should work cooperatively with the Puget Sound Regional Council, and the State, and other relevant agencies to shall finance and develop a balanced transportation system that enhances regional mobility and reinforces and coordinated financing strategies and land use plan which implement regional mobility and reinforce the Countywide vision for managing growth.  The Vision 20202040 Regional Growth Strategies Strategy shall be recognized as the framework for cre​ating a regional system of Centers linked by high-capacity transit and an interconnected sys​tem of freeway high-occupancy vehicle lanes, and supported by a transit system of bus and other transit options.

The GMPC also approved IJT staff-recommendation to amend T-14 to provide more direct guidance for using transit service to advance the County’s growth management goals.  

T-14
METRO should develop transit level-of-service standards which provide the County and cities with real​istic service expectations to support adopted land uses and desired growth manage​ment objectives.  These standards should consider that route spacing and frequency stan​dards are necessary for differing service conditions including: 

a.
Service between designated Centers served by high-capacity transit;

b.
Service between designated Centers not served by high-capacity transit; and

c.
Service to areas outside Centers In support of countywide growth management objectives, prioritize transit service throughout the county to areas where existing housing and employment densities support transit ridership and to Urban Centers and other areas planned for housing and employment densities that will support transit ridership.  In allocating transit service, strive to meet the mobility needs of transit-dependent populations and provide at least a basic level of service to all urban areas of the county.

COUNCIL STAFF ISSUES OR AMENDMENTS
Staff notes a typo in the ordinance where there are two references to “Motion T2”.  One of the references should be to “Motion T1”.  This correction will be made in the substitute ordinance.
ATTACHMENTS


1. Proposed Ordinance 2010-0376, with Attachments A and B
2. Transmittal Letter, dated June 28, 2010

� FW-1 (Step 9)	Amendments to the Countywide Planning Policies may be developed by the Growth Management Planning Council or its successor, or by the Metropolitan King County Council, as provided in this policy.  Amendments to the Countywide Planning Policies, not including amendments to the Urban Growth Area pursuant to Step 7 and 8 b and c above, shall be subject to ratification by at least 30 percent of the city and County governments representing 70 percent of the population of King County.  Adoption and ratification of this policy shall constitute an amendment to the May 27, 1992 interlocal agreement among King County, the City of Seattle, and the suburban cities and towns in King County for the Growth Management Planning Council of King County.
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