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	Agenda Item:
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	Proposed No.:
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SUBJECT

A MOTION affirming the value of the King County citizens' elections oversight committee in maintaining public confidence in elections and affirming the council's intent to retain the services of the committee.
SUMMARY

Proposed Motion 2010-0396 acknowledges the significant contributions of the three Citizens’ Elections Oversight Committees to restoring and maintaining confidence in County elections and asks the current Oversight Committee to continue providing its advisory/oversight service for the benefit of King County and its citizens.  
Background 

As noted in the motion, the King County council has created three citizen's elections oversight committees.  The first was created in July 2003, the second was created in April 2005 and the current non-expiring committee was created in May 2006.  Over the years, the committees have written two substantial reports listing over 180 recommendations to improve King County elections. Nearly all the recommendations have been implemented by the County or addressed by changes to federal or state election laws. In addition, the Elections Oversight Committee provides annual reports to the Council on its activities and elections operations.
Analysis 

Ordinance 15453 (Attachment 2) created the current Citizens’ Elections Oversight Committee (CEOC). The committee is comprised of 13 members including two non-voting members; one each from the Secretary of State’s Office and the Washington State Association of County Auditors.  A roster of the current members and the interests they represent can be found in Attachment 3 to this report. 
Ordinance 15453 does not have a sunset date for the CEOC, however, it does have a provision that required the committee to “evaluate the extent to which county elections operations have changed or improved over the previous four years and whether there is a need for an ongoing elections oversight committee” and to report its findings to the Council by March 31, 2009. The report required by the ordinance is provided as Attachment 4 to this report. 
The key element of the CEOC’s the response to Council on this matter is quoted below:

After discussing the issue of the need for an ongoing election oversight committee, the CEOC has concluded that we are not the appropriate body to answer that question. The CEOC was created by the Council to provide oversight of elections and to recommend actions that would help restore confidence in the County’s ability to conduct fair and accurate elections. We believe that only the Council can decide if the committee still provides valuable oversight and advisory functions.
The report did note significant improvements to the operation of elections and noted important upcoming events such as the transition to vote-by-mail elections and the use of new ballot scanning and tabulation equipment. 

Ultimately the CEOC concluded that only the Council could answer the question of whether or not an ongoing committee was needed. The sponsors of the subject legislation drafted this motion to acknowledge the value that has been created by all of the Oversight Committees and to request that an ongoing committee should continue to serve the County and the citizens of this most populous county in the state.
ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Motion 2010-0396
2. Ordinance 15453
3. Roster of CEOC members

4. CEOC report to the Council, dated March 27, 2009
INVITED
Ellen Hansen, Chair, Citizens’ Elections Oversight Committee

The Honorable Sherril Huff, Director, King County Elections
PAGE  
1

