IMPACT OF COVID-19 ON SURVIVORS OF SEXUAL
ASSAULT & DOMESTIC VIOLENCE IN KING COUNTY

The following data is a snapshot of the pandemic’s impacts on survivors of sexual assault and
domestic violence, their families and the organizations assisting them.

The methodology for this data, outlined at the end of the report, did not allow for disaggregation
by race or other identities. However, we recognize that impacts of the pandemic on survivors of
gender-based violence are greater for survivors in communities of color and that responses and
resources should be allocated accordingly. Note that the results shown represent the numbers of
organizations that identified these impacts, not the numbers of survivors who experienced them.

SURVIVORS FACE MORE COMPLEX NEEDS FOR SERVICE

The graphic below represents the percentage of survey respondents who indicated the issues listed were
more problematic due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

The risks for survivors of SA and DV are unique and acute during this time of COVID, with life
and death consequences for many. These impacts will affect the health and safety of the wider
community as well as the next generation.

Lack of access to legal
remedies

Lack of access to technology for service or to
report DV/SA

Increased mental health concerns
Increased violence, harassment, abuse

Living with a partner and experiencing abuse that has escalated in
frequency and/or intensity

Living with partner and experiencing abuse specific to fear of COVID

Unwillingness to seek shelter/other housing options due to fear of COVID

Loss of income due to COVID/shutdown

Post- separation stalking, violence, abuse with fewer options for achie\éir}:g
safe

Divorce/child custody processes delayed, increasing risks for survivor

and/or children

Inability to obtain protection order under current system

Fear for safety because offender/perpetrator may be released from
jail/prison or held on EHM

Fear for safety of abuser/offenders who are or might be incarcerated
Survivors incarcerated and afraid of COVID risk
Extended delays in trial

Not seeking medical care, including sexual assault exams due to fear of
hospitals

Increased racial, gender, other harassment by community members

Increased racial, gender, other harassment by law enforcement/the State

Lack of access to COVID relief because of immigration status

Increased fear/danger of immigration consequences
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Impact on Survivors

Survey respondents identified these areas uniquely impacting SA and DV survivors.

Experience loss of housing or housing instability M ! . .
any people are experiencing

]
Need financial assistance [ 8  Job loss, housing instability and
more. Some of these problems
Lack of access to food or food insecurity [ impact SA and DV survivors
more and exacerbate the trauma
I and challenges they are already
T experiencing and may force
survivors back into dangerous
]

situations.

Loss of health care
Loss of jobs

Loss of access to transportation

Number of Survivors Seeking Help

Stayed the same
17.4%

Organizations are facing a range of
challenges as we respond to survivors
and their families. Since the COVID
shutdown, more survivors are seeking

help and many survivors face more Increased
obstacles to getting help. Decreased 56.5%
26.1%
FINANCIAL IMPACTS ON ORGANIZATIONS
Expense Increases Revenue Decreases
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New Funding for Emergency Response

12.5% No new funding

29.2% Received unexpected
government funds

20.8%

Received both unexpected
government funds and private funds

37.5% Received unexpected private funds
eg: individual or foundations

Personnel

Staff unable to work at all due to childcare,
other care giving or ill themselves

Staff unable to work full hours due to
childcare, other care giving or ill themselves

Staff unable to work remotely due to
lack of technology

Staff stress

Inability to provide services due to shut
downs (eg: school based work)

Loss of volunteers
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TOP 3 CONCERNS ABOUT SERVICE PROVISION
# 1 Adequate funding to maintain existing services & operations
# 2 Health and well-being of community

# 3 Ability to meet potential surge in future

Coalition Ending Gender-Based Violence August 2020


CMadrid
Line

CMadrid
Line

CMadrid
Line

CMadrid
Line


ABOUT THIS SURVEY

In June 2020, 24 organizations providing services to survivors of sexual assault,
domestic violence, trafficking and other forms of gender-based violence in King
County, Washington, responded to this survey asking about impacts of COVID on

survivors and services. Complete list of survey participants below.

Abused Deaf Women's Advocacy Services (ADWAS)
Asian Counseling and Referral Service

Atlantic Street Center

Aurora Commons

Consejo Counseling

Cowlitz Tribe

Domestic Abuse Women's Network (DAWN)
DoVE Project

Eastside Legal Assistance Program

The Harborview Abuse and Trauma Center
International District Housing Alliance

Jewish Family Service

King County Sexual Assault Resource Center (KCSARC)
LifeWire

Mother Nation

Multi-Communities

New Beginnings

Refugee Women's Alliance (ReWA)

Salvation Army DV Programs

Seattle Counseling Service

Seattle Indian Health Board

Sexual Violence Legal Services

Solid Ground

Somali Family Safety Task Force

For more information, contact Merril Cousin — 206.568.5454 Merril@endgv.org
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