


The Space Shuttle

• The world’s first “reusable spacecraft.”
• Orbiter is 122 feet long; 57 feet tall; 78-foot wingspan.
• First Shuttle mission – April 12-14, 1981.
• Crews range in size from four to eight people. Over 

600 crew members have flown on 132 Shuttle 
missions (multiple missions for many astronauts). 

• The Space Shuttle program has sent over 3 million 
pounds of cargo into space. 

• The Hubble Space Telescope was lifted into space by 
Discovery in April 1990.



Landing the Space Shuttle -
 

the Beginning

• NASA announced that the Space Shuttle fleet will be retired in 
2010.

• Museum Board of Trustees met in Feb. 2008:
– Reviews future prospects for a Shuttle Orbiter to display at MOF.
– Commits to NASA that we will build a 15,500-s.f. Gallery, if we were 

granted an Orbiter.
• In mid-Feb. 2010, following the President’s announcement that 

Space Shuttle missions will end in Sept. 2010, NASA issued a new 
RFI to potential orbiter recipients, namely:
– All successful recipients must take delivery of vehicle between July and 

December 2011.
– A suitable climate-controlled indoor facility is required to house the 

Orbiter when delivered.
– Orbiter cannot be exposed to precipitation.
– Successful recipients will be required to pay NASA $28.8 million for 

preparation and transportation of each Orbiter.  



Destination Washington

• The Museum of Flight is uniquely positioned to be an outstanding shuttle 
destination

– Proximity to large population base
– Proximity to appropriate airfield
– Outstanding education, curatorial, and exhibit programs
– Executive Committee committed to construction of extraordinary facility
– Opportunity to drive tourism, Museum attendance for years to come

• Ties to Seattle
– More than 26 astronauts from Pacific Northwest
– Boeing 747 transport
– Rich aerospace history
– Boeing “CAPPS”



The Competition

• Press reported 21 respondents to the NASA RFI. NASA did not release the 
names, but the following are “self” or “press” reported “

– Washington, D.C.: Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum (NASM) 
(will receive Discovery and release Enterprise, the atmospheric test vehicle)

– Florida: NASA Kennedy Space Center (launch site)

– Texas: NASA Johnson Space Center in Houston

– Ohio: Dayton, National Museum of the United States Air Force

– California: Palmdale Plant 42, Original Assembly Site

– Oregon: Evergreen Air and Space Museum in McMinnville

– New York: Intrepid Museum on the Hudson

– Oklahoma: Tulsa Air and Space Museum



Application Status

• Responded to the NASA Request for Information (RFI) 
on March 17, 2009 and update on February 19, 2010.
– One of 21 museums and science centers responding

• Have letters of support to NASA, Smithsonian, and 
President Obama from Governor Gregoire, WA 
Congressional Delegation, Washington Education 
Association, and WA legislature.
– Requesting letters from school districts and local mayors

• Space Shuttle Gallery estimated to cost $12M. Have 
received private pledges of $5M with $3M budgeted by 
the state. Will require capital campaign for remainder.



2008 Support of 
Space Shuttle 
Request from 
the Governor’s 
Office



2009 Support 
of Space 
Shuttle Request 
from the 
Governor’s 
Office



Support of Space Shuttle Request 
from the Washington Congressional Delegation



Support of Space Shuttle Request 
from the Washington State Legislature



Support of Space Shuttle Request 
from Washington Education Association



The Museum of Flight -
 

Recent Actions

• In February, we reassembled our design/build team 
(Seneca, SRG & Sellen) to answer these questions:
– Can we design, permit, and build a Shuttle Gallery by July 2011?
– Can we build it for $12 million or less?
– In today’s climate, can we raise the money to fund the project?

• In March, MOF Executive Committee votes unanimously 
to build the Space Gallery.

• Groundbreaking to take place June 29
• Construction to begin in late August



Proposed Space Gallery

Phase One of the west-side development will be the 
15,500-sq.-ft. Space Gallery. Future plans include the 
Aviation High School and the Air Transit Gallery.

Aviation High 
School

Air Transit 
Gallery

Space 
Gallery



Space Gallery Funding

Sources $Million
Foundation Grant 3.0
Private Pledges 2.0
Remainder from Wyckoff Bridge 0.9
Washington State Capital Grant 3.0
Current Total 8.9

Applied for New Market Tax Credit Funds 2.1



Recent Developments

• Enlisted Garrigan Lyman to assist with website 
development, other marketing activities 
(www.washingtonshuttleboosters.org)

• New creative gives “personality” to the space 
shuttle

• Enhanced website went live Friday, June 18

• Enlisted Pattie Payne / Lee Keller to assist with 
public relations activities

• Additional P.R. activities to follow













Imagine the Possibilities
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