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SUBJECT

Overview of issues for updates to the King County Shoreline Master Program (“SMP”) and the King County Comprehensive Plan.
2010 COUNCIL PRIORITIES
Proposed Ordinance 2009-0609 (updates to the King County SMP) furthers the Council’s Environmental Sustainability priority by providing policy revisions that reflect current state shoreline protection guidelines.  This legislation specifically satisfies Strategy 5.07. 

Proposed Ordinances 2010-0163 and 2010-0164 further two Council priorities:

1. The Safe, Healthy and Vibrant Communities priority is met by providing revisions to improve resident access to goods and services, streamline and simplify the permit review process, increasing the economic viability of commercial areas, and fostering better relations between regulatory agencies and residents.  

2. The Environmental Sustainability priority is met by providing policy revisions that allow greater development flexibility while still meeting environmental goals.

SUMMARY OF OUTSTANDING ISSUES

A. SMP (Ordinance 2009-0609)

	Proposal
	Issue
	Status/Next Steps

	Incorporation of Shoreline Master Plan
 into the KCCP
	The Shoreline Master Plan (which is the policies) is proposed to be incorporated as Chapter 5 of the KCCP.

Incorporation of the SMP into the KCCP makes the SMP directly subject to the provisions of KCC 20.18.030, which currently allows amendments to the SMP to occur more frequently than once per year.
However, the Executive proposal would limit future substantive amendments to chapter 5 to once every four years, like the rest of the KCCP. 
	Committee discussion prior to July 27 action.

If the committee wishes to retain the current provisions for frequency of revisions, then an ordinance amendment is required.

	
	
	

	Maury Island Shoreline Designations

	There has been a high level of interest in the Executive-proposed re-designation of certain shorelines on Maury Island.
	Council staff will continue to evaluate the Executive proposal.

	
	
	

	Marina Live-Aboards
	The Executive-proposed update would not allow live-aboards (i.e. the use of a vessel as full-time residence) at marinas. 
Several members requested the review of alternatives to an outright ban.
	Council and Executive staff are reviewing text developed by the City of Kenmore for adaptation.

	
	
	

	Docks and Piers
	A member has requested the proposed SMP standards be as consistent as possible with those of cities within King County.

Based on that request, Executive staff has been reviewing shoreline stabilization standards developed by the City of Kirkland for potential use in King County SMP.
	Proposed revisions will be prepared for Council consideration by July.

	
	
	

	Code Reviser formatting and grammatical edits 
	The Code Reviser in the Clerk of the Council office has suggested a number of (non-substantive) formatting and grammatical edits to the proposed ordinances.

Due to the number of suggested edits, staff will create a Chair’s striking amendment.  This striker will be the base document for preparing all other future proposed amendments.
	The striking amendment has been prepared.


B. KCCP (Ordinances 2010-0163 and 2010-0164)

	Proposal
	Issue
	Status/Next Steps

	Incorporation of SMP into the KCCP
	See discussion above
	See discussion above


	
	
	

	Pre-application community meetings versus conditional use permits
	A number of land uses (such as cottage housing development) currently require a conditional use permit. In order to encourage such projects, the Executive proposal would replace the conditional use permit with a requirement for a pre-application community meeting.

In prior committee briefings, members have raised a concern about the lack of notice about a development proposal after it is submitted and requested staff to look into what is required to ensure adjacent property owners retain the opportunity to be kept informed of an application.
	Council staff is working with the Executive staff to develop an amendment to address member concerns.

	
	
	

	Transportation Needs Report
	The TNR is a long-term, comprehensive list of recommended improvements to serve unincorporated King County’s transportation needs and is used to help make decisions on planning and funding of transportation improvements. 

Recent developments may require a significant revision to the TNR’s assumptions about revenues from the Road Fund.  

Recent annexations and the Chief Economist’s recalculation of unincorporated area property tax, taken together, may have dramatic implications for the overall Road budget.  One consequence is less money for capital projects.  

In addition, it would be appropriate to factor in, as much as possible, the effects of:

· The latest bonding decisions, and

· Any potential policy decisions to reprioritize the unincorporated area property tax.
	Council staff has requested technical assistance from the Roads Division in reviewing the funding assumptions used to generate the Road Fund revenue assumptions.  

This support has been requested during the next five weeks to allow for preparation of potential amendments for consideration by the ET Committee in early July.




	Proposal
	Issue
	Status/Next Steps

	
	
	

	Form-Based Codes
	The Executive’s proposed KCCP update included two pilot projects (an urban area project on West Hill aka Skyway and a rural area project at Cottage Lake) to test the feasibility of replacing selected elements of the current land use code with a “form-based code.” 

In the April 13th committee meeting, Council staff raised a number of concerns about the Executive proposal.  Subsequently, the Executive requested that the proposed pilots be dropped.  
	Council staff will be preparing two amendments.  

The first would delete text related to form-based pilot projects.
The second would direct the Executive to transmit a different proposal for pilot projects as part of the 2012 KCCP update.

	
	
	

	Issaquah Highlands UGA
	The Executive’s transmittal includes an area zoning study addressing a 78 acre property (owned by Grand-Glacier LLC) located within the Issaquah Highlands development.  The property is adjacent to the Urban Growth Area (“UGA”) boundary, with a current land use designation of Rural and zoning of RA-5.

This is a 4 to 1 proposal which requires an amendment to the KCCP land use map by re-designating 35 acres of the total acreage from Rural to Urban.   In return, the development rights for at least 100 acres of land within the City of Issaquah (“City”) or other Urban designated land in the vicinity of the City will be extinguished through the use of transferred development rights.  

The remaining 43 acres would retain the existing Rural land use designation and be dedicated as parks or open space in perpetuity and will be added to an adjacent park owned by the City, unless alternative arrangements for ownership and management are formalized via a 3-party agreement between King County, the City, and Grand-Glacier LLC.
	The 101 acre Park Point property is the preferred TDR sending area.  

Negotiations on the three-party agreement had been anticipated for transmittal to the Council by May 1, 2010, but have not yet been completed.  Council adoption of the three-party agreement should occur concurrent to action on the KCCP updates.



	
	
	

	Code Reviser formatting and grammatical edits 
	See discussion above
	See discussion above


� The SMP or Shoreline Master Program is the term used to collectively refer to both the policies (Shoreline Master Plan) as well as the development regulations (King County Code provisions) to implement those policies. 
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