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King County Executive Constantine proposes a four percent increase in the sewer rate for 2022 to $49.27. 
The Executive’s proposed 10-year (2022-2031) sewer rate plan includes catching up on the inventory of critical risk asset management projects beginning in 2022 with targeted completion of all but three projects by 2030 and all by 2033. 
A four percent rate increase in 2022 and annual rate increases rather than biennial rate increases would help smooth rate increases. The goal of rate smoothing is to stabilize the rate increases over the ten-year period.
This four percent increase would make it financially possible to accelerate the process of addressing the backlog of asset management projects.
A four percent rate increase would also allow the County to consider more opportunities to refinance higher interest rate loans due to having more cash available that can be used for refinancing.
The County will make much-needed investments over the next two years at West Point Treatment Plant, modifying the cogeneration system and potentially installing a battery energy storage system to enable greater resiliency to power disruptions.
The County is also moving forward with developing a schedule and cost for a new transmission line to serve West Point Treatment Plant in coordination with Seattle City Light.
The Wastewater Treatment Division (WTD) of the Department of Natural Resources and Parks continues its work on an update to its long-term comprehensive plan for the regional wastewater system, known as the Clean Water Plan, with the engagement of regional elected officials and the cities and sewer districts served by the County.
Drivers for the proposed 2022 sewer rate and 10-year rate plan
For the purposes of evaluating the proposed 2022 sewer rate and the accompanying 10-year sewer rate plan, five critical rate-drivers are highlighted:
1. West Point Treatment Plant power reliability investments beginning in 2021.
King County Executive Dow Constantine issued a Declaration of Emergency on February 25, 2021, requiring that immediate steps be taken to improve power reliability at the West Point Treatment Plant (WPTP). Under the Executive’s Declaration of Emergency, the WTD will begin work in 2021 to modify the cogeneration system at WPTP to allow critical equipment to withstand voltage sags or power disruptions. 
In addition, WTD will potentially install a battery energy storage system to address near-term power reliability at WPTP. In coordination with Seattle City Light, WTD will also analyze and develop a schedule and cost estimate for a new, dedicated transmission line or power feed to serve the WPTP. 





2. Combined Sewer Overflow (CSO) Consent Decree cost updates available to include in the forecast; schedule considerations evaluated.
At the time of the 2021 sewer rate proposal, updated CSO costs were not available, so the 10-year sewer rate plan did not fully reflect the cost of those investments. In a 2019 letter to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology), WTD asked to reopen negotiations on the CSO Consent Decree that requires completion of the County’s CSO projects by December 31, 2030, and those discussions are currently underway. The proposed 2022 sewer rate includes updated CSO costs and the 10-year rate plan currently extends CSO costs out to 2040 pending a change to the CSO Consent Decree.
3. Critical asset management catch-up plan initiated in 2022 with target completion date of 2033.
The work outlined in the 10-year sewer rate plan accompanying the 2022 sewer rate proposal begins the process of catching up on WTD’s asset-management backlog, with completion of all but three projects by 2030 and all by 2033. WTD plans to phase in an Asset Management Strike Team consisting of 6 Full-time Equivalents (FTEs) in 2021, 6 FTEs in 2022 and 1 FTE proposed in 2023 to support catching up on the backlog of projects to repair or replace aging equipment. No new projects can realistically progress in 2022 unless resources are added, or existing projects are deferred.
4. COVID-19 impacts are delayed due to the WTD billing structure and offset by record-low interest rates in the bond market.
While a six percent ($21.7 million) reduction in sewer rate revenue is estimated for 2021, the reduction will be offset by savings realized through the 2020 bond issuance and refinancing of outstanding debt at record-low interest rates.

The 2021 sewer rate proposal did not include system improvements related to nutrient removal. A preliminary draft permit was released by Ecology for public comment in January 2021. Conditions in the draft permit are not well defined and are subject to feedback and revision. Current estimated cost impacts are subject to substantial changes based on future decisions by the regulators, and therefore the 2022 sewer rate proposal does not include costs related to the draft permit.
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