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SUBJECT

A resolution that would encouraging the Washington state legislature to hold a hearing on the management of COVID-19 prevention and outbreaks in Washington State Department of Corrections (DOC) facilities and to initiate an independent investigation of allegations about mismanagement of COVID-19 precautions and the impacts on people currently incarcerated.
SUMMARY 

Resolution 21-04 was drafted in response to community testimony about COVID-19 outbreaks at DOC facilities at the January 21st, 2021 King County Board of Health meeting.  In addition to this resolution, the Board of Health plans to submit a letter to the DOC Secretary Stephen Sinclair outlining the Board’s concern and request for immediate action to implement recommended public health practices to reduce the risk of infection and illness to all people in DOC facilities.
Resolution 21-04 would recognize the Board’s commitment to address racism as a public health crisis, outline the Board’s concerns around outbreaks at DOC facilities, and establish two recommendations to the Washington State Legislature including:  

1) Encouraging the Washington State Legislature to hold a hearing on the management of COVID-19 including prevention and outbreaks within WSDOC facilities including prevention and response measures
2) Recommend that the Washington State Legislature conduct an independent and thorough review of WSDOC's handling of Reynolds and Bishop Lewis COVID 19 outbreaks and ongoing mismanagement of COVID-19 and the impacts on people currently incarcerated.
ATTACHMENTS
· Letter to the DOC Secretary Stephen Sinclair will be added when available. 
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