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Metropolitan King County Council
Committee of the Whole

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Items:
	7, 8, 9
	Name:
	Terra Rose

	Proposed No.:
	2021-0013
2021-0014
2021-0015
	Date:
	February 3, 2021



SUBJECT

Proposed Motion 2021-0013 would confirm the Executive’s appointment of Wendy  Weiker, who resides in Council District 6, to the King County Solid Waste Advisory Committee, representing the waste management industry for a partial term to expire on September 30, 2021.

Proposed Motion 2021-0014 would confirm the Executive's appointment of William Louie, who resides in Council District 6, to the King County Solid Waste Advisory Committee as a citizen representative, for a term to expire on September 30, 2023.

Proposed Motion 2021-0015 would confirm the Executive's appointment of Leah Tischler, who resides in Council District 4, to the King County Solid Waste Advisory Committee, representing public interest groups, for a term to expire on September 30, 2022.

BACKGROUND

State law (R.C.W. 70.95.165) requires each county to establish a local solid waste advisory committee to assist in the development of programs and policies concerning solid waste handling and disposal, and to review and comment upon proposed rules, policies, or ordinances prior to adoption.

The King County Solid Waste Advisory Committee (SWAC) was established in 1984 (K.C.C. 10.28) to advise and make recommendations to the County Executive and the Council relating to:  

· All aspects of solid waste management planning;
· The development of programs and policies concerning solid waste management; 
· Solid waste management rules, policies or ordinances prior to their adoption; and
· The development of programs and policies that will establish, enhance and assure utilization of methods for reusing materials which would otherwise be disposed, and in particular to promote use of products manufactured from recycled materials. 

The SWAC is composed of at least nine and not more than 20 members. Membership is comprised of interested citizens, local elected officials, and representatives from public interest groups, businesses, the waste management industry, the recycling industry, manufacturers located in King County, and marketing and education interests. King County Code requires that members shall include one representative from each of the two bargaining units representing the greatest number of Solid Waste Division employees, as well as at least one representative who resides within a mile of the property boundaries of the Cedar Hills Regional Landfill. 

Nominees are appointed by the Executive and subject to confirmation by the Council. Members serve a term of three years or until their successor is appointed and confirmed. Vacancies are filled for the remainder of the term of the vacant position.

APPOINTEE INFORMATION


Wendy Weiker is currently the Municipal Relations Manager at Republic Services and a Councilmember for the Mercer Island City Council. Councilmember Weiker's application notes that her 25 years in public and community relations and direct experience in the solid waste industry can help with solid waste related policy discussions and public engagement recommendations. Ms. Weiker is also a Board Member of the Sound Cities Association and the Association of Washington Cities.

Councilmember Weiker's financial disclosure form declares that as an employee of Republic Services, she possesses a financial interest in and also holds a position in a "person"[footnoteRef:1] engaged in a transaction with King County. Ms. Weiker notes on the form that she intends to "represent Republic Services' waste hauling and disposal operations, interests, and opportunities for enhanced solid waste management practices in King County & throughout the region on the KCSWAC, just like the other private sector representatives who serve on KCSWAC." [1:  "Person" is defined on the King County Statement of Financial and Other Interests disclosure form as "any individual, partnership, association, corporation, firm, institution or other entity, whether or not operated for profit" and notes that the term "does not include government units of or within the United States."] 


Proposed Motion 2021-0013 would confirm Ms. Weiker's appointment to the SWAC as a representative from the waste management industry.

William Louie is currently a General Engineer for the Veterans Health Administration of the Department of Veterans Affairs. Mr. Louie's application notes that he has a bachelor's degree in Chemical Engineering and a master's degree in Geological Engineering. He further indicates that he has worked with sewage and environmental issues several times over his Army officer career and that he has learned a lot about health regulations in his time as a General Engineer for the Veterans Health Administration. Mr. Louie currently serves on the Northeast Recycling and Transfer Station Siting Advisory Committee.

Proposed Motion 2021-0014 would confirm Mr. Louie's appointment to the SWAC as a citizen representative.

Leah Tischler is currently a Sustainability Manager for SBM at the Microsoft Puget Sound campus and was responsible with developing a $21.1 million statewide waste management overhaul at Microsoft to increase sustainability efforts, as well as meet and maintain company zero waste and carbon negative goals. Ms. Tischler's application notes that she has a unique perspective on solid waste management practices having worked for a municipality (County of Kauai), a waste hauler and processor (Republic Services), and in the private industry. She holds a TRUE Zero Waste Advisor credential from the Green Business Certification, Inc. 

Proposed Motion 2021-0015 would confirm Ms. Tischler's appointment to the SWAC as a public interest group representative. 


ANALYSIS

Staff have not identified any issues with the proposed appointment. It appears to be consistent with the requirements of King County Code and state law.

INVITED 

· Wendy Weiker, Appointee (Waste Management Industry Representative) to the Solid Waste Advisory Committee 
· William Louie, Appointee (Citizen Representative) to the Solid Waste Advisory Committee
· Leah Tischler, Appointee (Public Interest Group Representative) to the Solid Waste Advisory Committee
· Pat McLaughlin, Director, Solid Waste Division, Department of Natural Resources and Parks


ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Motion 2021-0013 
2. Transmittal Letter (PM 2021-0013)
3. Proposed Motion 2021-0014 
4. Transmittal Letter (PM 2021-0014)
5. [bookmark: _GoBack]Proposed Motion 2021-0015 
6. Transmittal Letter (PM 2021-0015)
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