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SUBJECT
Proposed Substitute Ordinance 2009-0596 would specify load limits on two County bridges.

COMMITTEE ACTION:

On December 8, 2009, the Physical Environment Committee approved Proposed Substitute Ordinance 2009-0596, as amended, with a “do pass” recommendation.  Chair Hague asked the Road Services Division to provide the Council with additional background on how motorists are informed of alternative routes when bridges have load limits.  The attached letter from Division Manager Linda Dougherty responds to this request.
BACKGROUND:  

The County Road Engineer has the authority to impose interim load limits on bridges for up to one year.  An amendment to the King County Code (“KCC”) is required for a load limit to remain in effect for a longer period. Proposed Ordinance 2009-0596 would make permanent the load limits that the County Road Engineer imposed on 15 Mile Creek Bridge #1384-B and Lake Dorothy Overflow Bridge #359-D.  The proposed ordinance would also eliminate the Code language imposing load limits on four bridges that have been repaired or replaced.  These bridges are listed in the following table.

Table:  Bridges Affected by Proposed Ordinance 2009-0596

	Bridge Name
	Number
	Council District
	Proposed Action
	Status

	15 Mile Creek Bridge
	1384-B
	9
	Adopt
	Load Limited

	Lake Dorothy Overflow Bridge
	359-D
	3
	Adopt
	Load Limited

	Horseshoe Lake Creek Bridge
	257-Z
	2
	Repeal
	Repaired

	Mount Si Bridge
	2550-A
	1
	Repeal
	Rebuilt

	Tolt Bridge
	1834-A
	1
	Repeal
	Rebuilt

	Wagners Bridge
	364-B
	3
	Repeal
	Rebuilt


15 Mile Creek Bridge (#1384B)
The County Road Engineer earlier this year posted the limits for this bridge; it is limited to one truck at a time, prohibited to loads in excess of seventeen tons for three axle vehicles, prohibited to loads in excess of thirty tons for five axle vehicles, and prohibited to loads in excess of thirty-two tons for six axle vehicles.  This proposed ordinance would codify those limitations.  
Built in 1969, this bridge provides sole access to 240th Avenue SE over Fifteen Mile Creek.  The bridge consists of steel rolled girders supported on timber piles.  The hydraulic opening is restricted, and the channel has experienced significant scour due to flooding.  During construction of this bridge, two timber support piles were inadequately embedded which resulted in splintering of the piles just below the ground line.  Considering this deficiency, the bridge has been reduced to one lane of traffic with the load restrictions described above. 
Lake Dorothy Overflow Bridge (#359D)
Earlier this year, the County Road Engineer limited the use of Lake Dorothy Overflow Bridge, Bridge 359D, to one truck at a time, and prohibited loads in excess of nineteen tons.  The proposed ordinance would codify these limitations. 

Lake Dorothy Bridge No. 359D conveys SE Lake Dorothy Road over a tributary known as Lake Dorothy Overflow to the Middle Fork Snoqualmie River.  The 38-foot long, 14-foot wide one-lane bridge was constructed in 1962.  The County Road Engineer reduced the allowable load on this bridge due to several factors including include low-sufficiency rating, seismic vulnerability (susceptible to damage by earthquake), narrow width, lack of traffic rails, and vulnerability to scour.
County Code Provisions

KCC 14.16.010 addresses public notice requirements for establishing load limits on county bridges.  Notice must be published in a local newspaper of general circulation and be posted on either end of the bridge on or prior to the date of publication.

The Clerk of the Council has determined that a notice period similar to that for establishment of a road will be used.  This advertising requirement, set in RCW 36.81.070, states that the Council shall set a date for a public hearing and publish a notice for two successive weeks in an appropriate newspaper.  The RCW also states that a notice must also be posted at the termini of the road being established for at least 20 days prior to Council approval.  The public hearing was advertised for the January 11, 2010 Council meeting.

There is no public notice requirement for the elimination of load limits on bridges, so the repeal of the load limits on the four other bridges does not need to have an advertised public hearing. 

ANALYSIS
State and County law provide for Council approval of bridge limits that last longer than a year, and for the Council to repeal limits when no longer needed.  Load limit decisions are made by Road Services Division staff with technical expertise based on observations during a regular schedule of inspections.
AMENDMENTS
The Committee deleted two sections of Proposed Ordinance 2009-0596 that update King County Code language relating to recordkeeping by the Road Services Division.  These provisions do not appear to be controversial, but they amend a separate section of KCC chapter 14.   It is unclear how the transmitted ordinance meets the “rational unity” test required to meet the King County Charter’s single subject requirement.  In response to a recommendation by the Council’s Legal Counsel, the Committee deleted these two sections.
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