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PROCLAMATION OF EMERGENCY BUDGET CRISIS 

WHEREAS, on February 29, 2020, the Governor of Washington state declared a state of 
emergency in all counties in Washington state and directed that the plans and procedures of 
the Washington State Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan be implemented as a 
result of coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) outbreak and confirmation of person-to-person 
spread in Washington state; and 

WHEREAS, COVID-19 is a respiratory disease that is classified by the World Health Organization 
as a pandemic that spreads easily from person to person and may result in serious illness or 
death; and 

WHEREAS, on March 1, 2020, in my capacity as King County Executive, I issued a Proclamation 
of Emergency enabling extraordinary measures to respond to the COVID-19 outbreak.  On 
March 3, 2020, the council passed Motion 15610 affirming the proclamation of emergency; and 

WHEREAS, as a result of the continued worldwide spread of COVID-19, its significant 
progression in Washington state, and the high risk it poses to our most vulnerable populations, 
on March 23, 2020, the Governor issued a “Stay Home – Stay Healthy” order prohibiting, with 
limited exceptions, all people in Washington state from leaving their homes or participating in 
social, spiritual, and recreational gatherings of any kind regardless of the number of 
participants, and required all non-essential businesses in Washington state to cease operations 
except for performing basic minimal operations.  In describing COVID-19’s impact on public 
health and the economy, the order noted the pandemic’s progression in Washington state that 
continues to threaten the economy and remains a public disaster affecting life, health, property 
or the public peace.  This order has been extended twice, with the last extension expiring May 
31, 2020; and  

WHEREAS, on May 31, 2020, the Governor reiterated that a State of Emergency continues to 
exist, but amended the “Stay Home – Stay Healthy” proclamation and renamed it the “Safe 
Start – Stay Healthy” proclamation, and that except as provided in the phased county reopening 
plan, all other provisions of the State of Emergency remain in force; and 

WHEREAS, the Stay Home - Stay Healthy order and the related public safety preventative 
measures, including social distancing are causing devastating economic effects in Washington 
and across the nation; and  

WHEREAS, on June 5, 2020, King County entered Modified Phase 1 of the Safe Start Plan.  Then, 
on June 19, 2020, King County entered Phase 2 of the Safe Start Plan.  On July 28, 2020, the 
Governor paused counties progressing in the reopening phases under the state’s Safe Start plan 
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Norm Alberg  
Director, Records and Licensing Services Division 

 




