MEDICAL EXAMINER'S OFFICE
ANALYST: WENDY SOO HOO

	
	
	Expenditures
	
	Revenues
	
	FTEs
	
	TLTs

	2019-2020 Revised Budget
	
	$14,658,588
	
	$3,740,145
	
	32.0
	
	0.0

	2021-2022 Base Budget Adjust.
	
	($553,993)
	
	($676,145)
	
	0.0
	
	0.0

	2021-2022 Decision Packages
	
	($20,038)
	
	$278,118
	
	0.0 
	
	0.0 

	2021-2022 Proposed Budget
	
	$14,075,000
	
	$3,343,000
	
	32.0
	
	0.0

	% Change from prior biennium
	
	(4.0%)
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Dec. Pkg. as % of prior biennium
	
	(0.1%)
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Major Revenue Sources: Primarily General Fund with some fee revenues

	Base Budget Assumptions: (1) Removal of one-time grants; and (2) General Wage Increase of 0.0% for 2021 and 2.0% for 2022.



DESCRIPTION

The Medical Examiner's Office (MEO) investigates sudden, unexpected, and unnatural deaths in King County.  The MEO also works to provide accurate identification of decedents and to notify the next of kin.  The MEO is housed organizationally within the Prevention Division of Public Health.

SUMMARY OF PROPOSED BUDGET AND CHANGES

The proposed 2021-2022 budget would appropriate $14.1 million to the Medical Examiner's Office (MEO).  This is a reduction from the total 2019-2020 revised appropriation of $14.7 million.[footnoteRef:1]  The reduction is due primarily to the removal of grants that are not continuing into 2021-2022. [1:  Ordinance 19021] 


The MEO had a target reduction of approximately $100,000, but met the target through identification of new revenue sources, including:

· $60,000 increased revenue for autopsies contracted by other jurisdictions;
· $43,000 in additional state funding for forensic anthropologist services; and
· $50,000 in rent for use of the negative pressure room by the University of Washington.



[bookmark: _GoBack]
Other changes in the budget include: 
· An increase in space-related costs of $190,000:  This increase is associated with expansion into the space that Vital Statistics plans to vacate ($152,000) and an overall rent increase paid to Harborview ($38,000); and
· Increasing indigent remains cremation costs of $90,000:  This reflects a long-term trend of increasing demand for indigent remains cremations.  The budget anticipates a 16 percent increase in demand over 2019.
 
Note that the MEO budget would also reallocate expenses within the appropriation to maintain a $1,375 per month contract ($32,000 in total for the biennium) with the Somali Health Board in 2021 and 2022.  This contract provides support for families from immigrant, refugee and U.S.-born Muslim communities in navigating the death investigation and autopsy processes, and assists the MEO in ensuring that families' cultural and religious needs related to burial are met.  

KEY ISSUES

No issues have been identified by staff.






