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SUBJECT

Overview of the responsibilities of the Local Services Committee and of Unincorporated King County. 

SUMMARY

The Local Services Committee is a standing committee of the King County Council that considers and makes recommendations on matters relating to the unincorporated areas of King County, for which the King County Council is the local government. Unincorporated King County includes all portions of the County that are not part of a city or town.

BACKGROUND 

Local Services Committee. The Local Services Committee is a standing committee of the King County Council. It is established by Motion 15567, which gives direction on the organization of the Council for the year 2020. The motion states that the committee's charge is to consider and make recommendations on policies relating to: 

1. surface water management and water supply;
2. unincorporated and rural areas, including agriculture and rural services;
3. local government;
4. permitting and zoning; 
5. county roads and bridges;
6. levies to support county roads and bridges;
7. emergency management including disaster response, emergency preparedness and emergency planning as it pertains to the unincorporated areas;
8. local services provided by the sheriff;
9. utility annexations and water and sewer district plans: and
10.  local parks and trails.

It also states that, in the areas within the committee's purview, the committee shall track state and federal legislative action and develop recommendations on policy direction for the biennial budget.

The Local Services Committee was preceded in 2019 by the Local Services, Regional Roads and Bridges Committee, which was established concurrently with the creation of a new County department, the Local Services Department, which is tasked with improving the delivery, responsiveness, and quality of local services provided to the people, businesses, and communities of unincorporated King County.

Unincorporated King County. Unincorporated King County includes all parts of the county that have not been annexed into or incorporated as a city or town. For such parts of the County, the King County Council and executive departments constitute the local government.

The unincorporated areas are often divided into seven "community service areas," shown in Figure 1 below.
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Figure 1: Unincorporated King County Community Service Areas

[bookmark: _GoBack]Unincorporated King County includes 1,712 square miles of land, 1,353 square miles of which are resource area, 316 of which are non-resource rural area, and 43 of which are unincorporated urban area. Resource areas include 41,000 acres of agricultural production district and 825,000 acres of forest production district.

The rural areas are generally, but not exclusively, in the eastern portion of the county, and include communities such as Hobart, Fall City, and Vashon-Maury Island. The urban unincorporated areas are entirely in the western half of the county, and include places such as Fairwood, Redmond Ridge, Skyway-West Hill, and North Highline.

As of 2019, Unincorporated King County had over 248,000 residents, or roughly 11% of total residents countywide. This population is larger than any incorporated city or town in King County, with the exception of Seattle. According to the executive, roughly 48% of unincorporated area residents live in urban areas, with the remaining 52% living in rural areas.

The demographics of rural and unincorporated King County are different, with people of color making up less than a quarter of rural unincorporated area residents but nearly half of urban unincorporated area residents, according to data provided by the executive. Figures 2 and 3 show the demographic breakdown for each area[footnoteRef:1].  [1:  Due to data collection methods, the numbers showing the split between urban and rural are not precise.] 



Figure 2: Race/Ethnicity in Unincorporated King County


Figure 3: Race/Ethnicity of Urban Unincorporated King County Residents

Figure 4 shows a breakdown of unincorporated area residents by age, with 50-54 year olds comprising the largest cohort with roughly 8%. The low number of 20-24 year olds is characteristic of both urban and rural unincorporated King County.


Figure 4: Age of Unincorporated Area Residents.


Unincorporated King County is home to 40,812 jobs, according to 2018 data from the Puget Sound Regional Council. This represents 2.7% of all jobs countywide. Jobs are split roughly evenly between urban and rural unincorporated King County, with rural unincorporated King County housing 55% of unincorporated area jobs.

According to the most recent data from the Assessor's office, taxable assessed value for unincorporated King County is roughly $50.6 million, or 7.9% of total county assessed value. $31.8 million of this is in rural areas and $18.8 million of this is in urban areas.[footnoteRef:2] Seattle and Bellevue are the only jurisdictions in King County with a higher assessed value than the unincorporated areas.  [2:  All assessed value numbers are rounded.] 



Legislation for 2020. The committee is expected to take up a number of items in 2020, including, but not limited to:

· Potential Roads Levy Lid Lift
· Telecommunications Code Update
· Title 16 + 17 Building/Fire Code Update
· Surface Water Management Fees: Extreme Hardship Waiver 
· Low Impact Development Code
· Plat Ingress/Egress
· Fall City Community Center Feasibility Study
· Bridge Report 2019
· Roads Concurrency Map Update
· Fireworks Prohibition
· "2018" Zoning Omnibus
· 2020 Permit Processing Times Report
· WBD Demonstration Project Evaluation
· Sheriff's office study on level of service for unincorporated areas
· Water District Annexations and Plans
· Sewer Utility Planning Ordinance
· Proviso: LS strategic info tech plan
· Proviso: Ag Drainage Assistance Ongoing Maintenance Plan
· Proviso: Pest Mgmt Status Report
· DPER- King County Marijuana Report

Additionally, committee members may wish to discuss additional priorities for committee time in 2020.

Race/Ethnicity in Urban Unincorporated King Conuty 


 Hispanic or Latinx	  White 	  Black or African American 	Native American/ Alaska  Native	  Asian 	  Native Hawaiian/ Pacific Islander	Other Race 	Multi-racial	0.12140875893834135	0.52914132546165527	9.0159554164440034E-2	7.4136278426682276E-3	0.18276204290403847	1.5090210448634756E-2	1.6795175204214062E-3	5.2344962719800492E-2	
Age of Unincorporated King County Residents

AGE Under 5 years	  5 to 9 years	  10 to 14 years	  15 to 19 years	  20 to 24 years	  25 to 29 years	  30 to 34 years	  35 to 39 years	  40 to 44 years	  45 to 49 years	  50 to 54 years	  55 to 59 years	  60 to 64 years	  65 to 69 years	  70 to 74 years	  75 to 79 years	  80 to 84 years	  85 years and over	6.3134858235933011E-2	7.1840095968356374E-2	6.2625836886215897E-2	6.3974581354256169E-2	4.2511388136884598E-2	5.4085950038095548E-2	6.6980076839528585E-2	6.9288504871366743E-2	7.4268484445669261E-2	7.651206899346702E-2	8.0143304099729279E-2	7.7821907371083049E-2	6.6295978082902399E-2	5.039311362199491E-2	3.4850130497511629E-2	2.1284873636260478E-2	1.2693112000907808E-2	1.1295734919837243E-2	


Race/Ethnicity in Rural Unincorporated King County


 Hispanic or Latinx	  White 	  Black or African American 	Native American/ Alaska  Native	  Asian 	  Native Hawaiian/ Pacific Islander	Other Race 	Multi-racial	5.9671257032496434E-2	0.76705117977999837	1.5214333697203795E-2	8.4284994541943062E-3	0.10312578721974977	2.2357040893441933E-3	7.6097909144344608E-4	4.351225963556974E-2	
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BACKGROUND

Local Services Committee. The Local Services Committee s established by Motion
15567, which gives direction on the organization of the Council for the year 2020. The
motion states that the committee’s charge is to consider and make recommendations on
policies relating to:
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surface water management and water supply:
unincorporated and rural areas, including agriculture and rural services;

local government;

permitting and zoning:

county roads and bridges;

levies to support county roads and bridges;

emergency management including disaster response, emergency preparedness
and emergency planning as it pertains to the unincorporated areas;

8. local services provided by the sheriff:

9. utility annexations and water and sewer district plans: and

10. local parks and trails.
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It also states that, in the areas within the committee's purview, the committee shall track
state and federal legisiative action and develop recommendations on policy direction for
the biennial budget

The Local Services Committee was preceded in 2019 by the Local Services, Regional
Roads and Bridges Committee, which was established concurrently with the creation of
a new County department, the Local Services Department, which is tasked with
improving the delivery, responsiveness, and quality of local services provided to the
people. businesses, and communities of unincorporated King County.

Unincorporated King County. Unincorporated King County includes all parts of the
county that have not been annexed into or incorporated as a city or town. For such parts
of the County, the King County Council and executive departments constitute the local
government

The unincorporated areas are often grouped into seven "community service areas,

Pagezorz éwores (2 i B -— + o
1

1217200




image2.png
kil

King County




