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SUMMARY
Proposed Ordinance 2009-0367 requires the Executive to adopt administrative rules regarding the installation by the County’s Department of Natural Resources and Parks (“DNRP”) of large-wood emplacements in the County’s rivers and streams.
BACKGROUND
The establishment of large-wood emplacements in waterways of the region has become a common practice by public bodies seeking to enhance habitat, shelter and feeding opportunities for fisheries, to support flood control projects, and to mitigate for projects that disturb the natural values of waterways.  

Concurrently, with the increased popularity of river recreation involving boating, kayaking, canoeing or use of a variety of recreational floatation devices, concerns about the potential hazard to recreational river users represented by these large-wood emplacements have emerged.  

Representatives of river-user groups, while acknowledging the utility of wood emplacements for fisheries and flood control purposes, also note that inadequate attention is sometimes given to public safety values in the process of design and establishment of these emplacements.  

Through discussions involving such river-users, public bodies responsible for establishment of wood emplacement on rivers, the County’s hearing examiner, and others, a number of procedural principals and design concepts have emerged in recent years, and have guided DNRP’s Rivers Program in its establishment and management of large-wood emplacements.  This discussion crystallized with the Council’s direction to the Executive to develop standards for procedures to be used in the placement of wood debris in rivers, and design guidelines for wood emplacements.  The Executive reported to the Council last year with recommendations for those standards and guidelines.  

This proposed ordinance directs the Executive to adopt those procedures, developed as part of last year’s process, as rules.  This will ensure that the public will have access to the directives.  Additionally, adopted rules have more force than mere guidelines. 
AMENDMENT

Subsequent to introduction of this proposed ordinance, in consultation with DNRP, as well as the clerk’s office, changes were offered that better clarify the intent of the proposed ordinance.  A striking amendment has been prepared.  As the revised by the striking amendment, the proposed ordinance provides that the Executive adopt rules by March 31, 2010.  The rules will require: 

· Development of project-specific conceptual designs for the installation of large-wood emplacements; 

· Inclusion of a description of the public safety considerations in the conceptual design;
· Procedures by which DNRP will inform interested parties about a project and the proposed conceptual design; and 
· Procedures by which DNRP will involve those (that commented on a conceptual design) in a review of the conceptual design to include the type and extent of recreational water use in the area, public concerns related to the conceptual design, and ideas for reducing those concerns.

Additionally the proposed ordinance, as amended by the striking amendment, provides: 
· Setting a timeline and those that will participate in a review and updating of the rules;
· A requirement that the rules apply to all rivers under the jurisdiction of the Department of Natural Resources and Parks.

· A statement that providing the greatest safety for river users is to be of primary consideration in the County’s efforts to balance important public priorities.  
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