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Revised Staff Report:  The Committee adopted a striking amendment conditioning Council approval on the revision to the Sammamish Plateau Water and Sewer District  sewer plan to include the Mystic Lake property within its service area.  
SUBJECT  Proposed Ordinance relating to the annexation of territory (Mystic Lake) into Sammamish Plateau Water and Sewer District boundaries for provision of water or sanitary sewer services.

BACKGROUND 
RCW chapter 57.24 allows water and sewer districts to annex territory within their service area to provide water and/or sewer service.  Annexations are accomplished by one of three methods: 1) by petition of 60% of the landowners (by acreage) in the proposed annexation area, 2) by election after petition of voters constituting not less than 13% of the registered voters in the proposed annexation area who voted in the last municipal general election, or 3) in the event that the proposed annexation area is an ‘island’ of land largely surrounded by the sewer or water district (80% of the land to be annexed is within the district boundary) and less than 100 acres in size, the district may indicate approval by the passage of a resolution in support of the annexation.
RCW chapter 57.24 requires council approval of proposed annexations based on the following criteria:

· Whether the annexation complies with the county or town/city comprehensive plan.

· Whether the annexation complies with the policies expressed in the district’s water and/or sewer comprehensive plan.

In accordance with RCW chapter 36.93, the annexation process is initiated by the utility after a notice of intention for annexation is filed with the Boundary Review Board ("BRB") and King County Council.  The BRB reviews the legal boundary description of the annexation and works with the district until the BRB approves the final boundary description.  Pursuant to King County Code 13.24.010, the Council relies on the expertise of the Utilities Technical Review Committee ("UTRC") to review the proposed annexations and determine whether or not they are in alignment with a district’s comprehensive plan.  Once the UTRC and BRB have completed their reviews and provided their recommendations, the Council considers the proposed annexation by ordinance.

ANALYSIS 
Proposed Ordinance 2009-0040 is an annexation of 45 acres known as the “Mystic Lake Annexation” into the Sammamish Plateau Water and Sewer District.  The area was just recently redesignated from rural to urban as part of the 2008 Comprehensive Plan Update.  It is located on the east side of Lake Sammamish.  The annexation proposal is the result of a petition of landowners of the annexation area.
The Sammamish Plateau Water and Sewer District currently serves a population of approximately 15,700 water customers and 9300 sewer customers with a population base of over 50,000.  It serves portions of the cities of Sammamish and Issaquah.  Current population of the Mystic Lake area is less than 10 persons, and one single family residence.  Approval of the annexation would allow the Mystic Lake property owners the right to vote as members of this utility district.

Utilities Technical Review Committee

A notice of intention for this proposed annexation was filed, which initiated a 45-day period during which any interested party had the opportunity to request a hearing or protest the annexation.  No one responded to this filing.  

The UTRC has reviewed the proposed annexation.  The Sammamish Water and Sewer District sewer plan does not currently include the Mystic Lake area in the District's service area.  After consulting with the County’s Prosecuting Attorney’s Office, the UTRC determined that it would be appropriate to recommend approval of the proposed annexation, but to condition approval on a requirement that the District's sewer plan be amended to add the Mystic Lake area to the District’s service area. 
According to UTRC staff, the proposed annexation is consistent with provisions of the County's Comprehensive Plan, and with the District's Comprehensive Plan, as well as the East King County Coordinated Water System Plan.  The UTRC has approved a motion, which recommends Council approval of the annexation, conditioned upon an amendment to the District's sewer plan to include the subject area in the District's  service area.
AMENDMENTS
An amendment is attached which conditions the approval with the requirement that the Sammamish Plateau Water and Sewer District amend its sewer plan to include the proposed annexation area in its service area.
ATTACHMENTS
1. Proposed Ordinance 2009-0040

2.
Proposed striking amendment
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