King County

Metropolitan King County Council
Committee of the Whole

STAFF REPORT

Agenda Item No.: 4 Date: 22 Apr 2009

Proposed Ordinance No.: 2009-0245 Prepared by: Rebecha Cusack
Nick Wagner

INTRODUCTION

Proposed Ordinance 2009-0245 (Attachment 1, pp. 3-6 of these materials) would place on
the November 2009 general election ballot a charter amendment (the “Open Space
Amendment” or “OSA”) recommended by the 2007-2008 King County Charter Review
Commission (“CRC”). Attachment 2 (p. 7 of these materials) is a diagram of the
provisions of the OSA. If placed on the ballot and approved by the voters, the OSA would
provide an additional tier of protection for about 150,000 acres of “high conservation
value” properties either owned by the county or in which the county holds development
rights.

Councilmembers were given a high-level briefing on the OSA at the April 8 meeting of
this committee. At last week’s meeting, Executive staff briefed councilmembers on the
first five of 94 properties that the Executive is proposing for protection under the OSA.

BRIEFINGS ON SPECIFIC PROPERTIES

For the next several weeks, Executive staff will continue to brief the committee on the
remaining individual properties that would initially fall within the protection of the OSA if
it were placed on the ballot and approved by the voters in its current form. These briefings
are intended to:

Familiarize the committee with the physical characteristics and current use of each
property and the extent to which it is currently protected against development;

Allow councilmembers to ask questions of Executive staff about each property.
The 20 properties that will be described and discussed at the April 22 COW briefing are:

Black Diamond Natural Area (Districts 7 & 9)
BN Peninsula Natural Area (District 9)
Boxley Creek Site (District 3)

Carey Creek Natural Area (District 9)
Carnation Marsh Natural Area (District 3)
Cavanaugh Pond Natural Area (District 9)
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7. Cedar Downs Site (District 9)

8. Cedar Grove Natural Area (District 9)

9. Cedar Grove Road Natural Area (District 9)
10. Cemetery Reach Natural Area (District 9)
11. Chinook Bend Natural Area (District 3)

12. Christiansen Pond Natural Area (District 8)
13. Cold Creek Natural Area (District 3)

14. Cougar Mountain Regional Park (District 3 & 9)
15. Cougar/Squak Corridor (District 3 & 9)

16. Covington Natural Area (District 7)

17. Crow Marsh Natural Area (District 9)

18. Dockton Forest (District 8)

19. Dockton Natural Area (District 8)

20. Dorre Don Reach Natural Area (District 9)

A complete list of the 94 properties in alphabetical order is included in Attachment 3 to
this staff report (pp. 9-10). The properties will be taken up in committee in the same order
in which they are listed in Attachment 3.

Also included in Attachment 3 (at pp. 11-14) is an alphabetical list of properties that have
been excluded from the list of properties that are proposed for protection under the OSA,

together with the reason for each property’s exclusion. Attachment 3 also includes (at pp.
15-22) the same two lists, grouped by Council district.

INVITEES

Charter Review Commission members

Rod Brandon, Director of Environmental Sustainability, Executive Office

Bob Burns, Deputy Director, Department of Natural Resources and Parks (DNRP)
Ingrid Lundin, Project Program Manager, DNRP
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» KI N G COU NTY 1200 King County Courthouse
. 516 Third Avenue

Seattle, WA 98104

King County Signature Report
April 5, 2009
Ordinance
Proposed No. 2009-0245.1 Sponsors Ferguson

AN ORDINANCE proposing an amendment to Section 880
of the King County Charter, addition of a new Section 897 to
the King County Charter and addition of a new Charter
Appendix A to the King County Charter, to restrict the
county from conveying or converting uses of specified
county-owned, high conservation value properties except
by an amendment of the charter; and submitting the same to
the voters of the county for their ratification or rejection at

the November 2009 general election.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF KING COUNTY:

SECTION 1. There shall be submitted to the voters of King County for their
approval and ratification or rejection, at the next general election to be held in this county
occurring more than forty-five days after the enactment of this ordinance, an amendment
to Section 880 of the King County Charter, addition of a new Section 897 to the King
County Charter and addition of a new Charter Appendix A to the King County Charter:

Section 880 Compilation and Codification of Ordinances.
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Ordinance

Within two years after the effective date of this charter and as often thereafter as it
deems necessary, the county council shall provide for a compilation and codification of
all county ordinances and regulations which have the force of law and are permanent or
general in nature. Each codification shall be presented to the county council and, when
adopted by ordinance, shall be known as the "King County Code." It shall be published

together with this charter, excluding the list of inventoried high conservation value

properties maintained under Section 897 of this charter, a detailed index and appropriate

notes, citations and annotations. The county council shall also provide for an annual
supplement.

Section 897. High Conservation Value Properties.

The county shall preserve the high conservation value county real properties listed
on the inventory set forth as Appendix A to this charter. The inventory includes only
properties in which the county has a real property interest. Appendix A shall be retained
by the clerk of the council and available for public inspection and copying. Appendix A
may be revised only by an amendment to this charter. No inventoried county property
interest shall ever be conveyved. relinquished or converted to a different use than was
authorized at the time of acquisition. as evidenced by deed. easement. covenant. contract
or funding source requirements. except that this section shall not prevent: the
conveyance of an inventoried property interest to another government, the conveyance of
an inventoried property interest under the lawful threat or exercise of eminent domain:
the grant of an easement, license, franchise or use agreement for utilities or other
activities compatible with use restrictions in place at the time of acquisition: or the use of

an inventoried property interest for habitat restoration, flood control, low-impact public
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Ordinance

amenities or regionally significant public facilities developed for purposes related to the
conservation values of the property. road or utility projects or emergency projects
necessary to protect public health. welfare or safety. This section shall not affect any
contractual obligations entered into as part of the county's acquisition of an inventoried
property interest.

Charter Appendix A. Charter Appendix A, as set forth in Attachment A to this

Ordinance, is hereby adopted.

SECTION 2. The clerk of the council shall certify the proposition to the manager
of the elections division, in substantially the following form, with such additions,
deletions or modifications as may be required by the prosecuting attorney:

Shall the King County Charter be amended to amend Section 880 and to

add new Section 897 and new Charter Appendix A, which restrict the

county from conveying or converting uses of specified county-owned,
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Ordinance

54 high conservation value properties except upon enactment of a charter
55 amendment?
56

KING COUNTY COUNCIL

KING COUNTY, WASHINGTON

ATTEST:
APPROVED this day of ,
Attachments A. Charter Appendix A: Inventory of High Conservation Value Properties
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Diagram of the Open Space Amendment

. “The county shall preserve the high conservation value county real properties
listed on the inventory set forth as Appendix A to this charter.”

. “The inventory includes only properties in which the county has a real property
interest.”

. “Appendix A shall be retained by the clerk of the council and available for public
inspection and copying.”

. “Appendix A may be revised only by an amendment to this charter.”
. “No inventoried county property interest shall ever be”

1. “conveyed,”
. “relinquished or”
3. “converted to a different use than was authorized at the time of
acquisition, as evidenced by deed, easement, covenant, contract or funding
source requirements,”

“except that this section shall not prevent:”

1. “the conveyance of an inventoried property interest to another
government,”

2. “the conveyance of an inventoried property interest under the lawful threat
or exercise of eminent domain;”

3. “the grant of an easement, license, franchise or use agreement for utilities
or other activities compatible with use restrictions in place at the time of
acquisition; or”

4. “the use of an inventoried property interest for”

“habitat restoration,”

“flood control,”

c. “low-impact public amenities or regionally significant public
facilities developed for purposes related to the conservation
values of the property,”

d. “road or utility projects or”

e. “emergency projects necessary to protect public health, welfare

or safety.”

IS

. “This section shall not affect any contractual obligations entered into as part of
the county's acquisition of an inventoried property interest.”

. “Charter Appendix A, as set forth in Attachment A to this Ordinance, is hereby
adopted.”
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