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King County

KING COUNTY 1200 King County Courthouse
5 16 Third Avenue
Seattle, W A 98104

Signature Report

March 23, 2009

Ordinance 16407

Proposed No. 2009-0136.1 Sponsors Lambert

1 AN ORDINANCE authorizing the county executive to

2 execute an amendment to the 2000 interlocal agreement

3 relating to fire investigation services between King County

4 and the cities of Beaux Arts, Burien, Covington, Kenmore,

5 Maple Valley, Newcastle, North Bend, Sammamish,

6 SeaTac, Shoreline, Skykomish and Woodinvile, to account

7 for the move of the fire investigations unit from the King

8 County department of development and environmental

9 services to the King County sheriffs office.

STATEMENT OF FACTS:

1. The cities of Beaux Arts, Burien, Covington, Kenmore, Maple Valley,

Newcastle, North Bend, Sammamish, SeaTac, Shoreline, Skykomish and

Woodinvile and the county entered into an interlocal agreement relating

to law enforcement services, which included provision for fire

investigation services, effective in 2000.
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17 2. The fire investigations unit that provides fire investigations service in

18 accordance with the interlocal agreement was moved from the fire

19 marshal's office in the King County department of development and

20 environmental services to the King County sheriffs office effective

21 January 1,2008, in accordance with Ordinance 15921.

22 3. The proposed amendment accounts for the fire investigations unit move

23 from the department of development and environmental services to the

24 sheriffs office.
25 4. Amendments to the 2000 interlocal agreement approved by this

26 ordinance are authorized by the Interlocal Cooperation Act, chapter 39.34

27 RCW.
28 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF KING COUNTY

29 SECTION 1. The county executive is hereby authorized to execute an

30 amendment to the 2000 interlocal agreement, substantially in the form attached to this

31 ordinance, relating to fire investigation services between King County and the cities of

32 Beaux Ars, Burien, Covington, Kenmore, Maple Valley, Newcastle, North Bend,

33 Samamish, SeaTac, Shoreline, Skykomish and Woodinville, to account for the move of

34

2
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35 the fire investigations unit from the King County deparment of development and

36 environmental services to the King County sheriffs office.

37

Ordinance 16407 was introduced on 2/23/2009 and passed by the Metropolitan King
County Council on 3/23/2009, by the following vote:

Yes: 9 - Mr. Constantine, Mr. Ferguson, Ms. Hague, Ms. Lambert, Mr. von
Reichbauer, Mr. Gossett, Mr. Philips, Ms. Patterson and Mr. Dunn
No: 0

Excused: 0

KING COUNTY COUNCIL
KING COUNTY, WASHINGTON

I: c~;
Dow Constantine, Chair

ATTEST:

r-~~~
Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council

APPROVED1hisßldayof fuf'ti-Tio09. ~

Ron Sims, County Executive

Attachments A. Amendment to Interlocal Agreement Between King County and Cities ofBe,ux
Arts, Burien Covington, Kenmore, Maple Valley, Newcastle, North Bend, ~
Sammamish, SeaTac, Shoreline, Skykomish, and Woodinvile for Law Enforcerent
and Fire Investigation Services , )
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Amendment to Interlocal Agreement
Between King County and Cities of Beaux Arts, Burien, Covington, Kenmore, Maple Valley,

Newcastle, North Bend, Sammamish, SeaTac, Shoreline, Skykomish, and Woodinvile
for Law Enforcement and Fire Investigation Services

WHEREAS, the parties entered into an Interlocal Agreement for law enforcement services in 2000;

AND WHEREAS, in 2002 section 6.19.1 relating to fire investigation services was amended;

NOW THEREFORE:

1) Section 6.19 is amended as follows:

6.19 Fire Investigation

6.19.1 Beginning in the year 2000, tIhe City may purchase fire investigation services through this

agreement. These services wil be provided by the King County Sheriff's Offce (KCSO)

Department of Development and Environmental Services (DDESl Fire Marshal's Offce by

separate agreement with the IKSO and are optional to the city. If the city purchases fire

investigation services from the County. fthe cost for this service is shown on Exhibit 8, and wil

be calculated in accordance with Exhibit G: "Af Fire Investigation Costing ModeL" Fire

Investigation callouts wil be in accordance with protocols outlined in Exhibit H: "Af Fire

Investigation Call Out Protocols," unless superseded by new or revised protocols adopted by

the Oversight Committee, (9KCSO, and affected fire agencies.

6.19.2 During the year 2000, the Oversight Committee ...ii sponsor a series of discussions, to indude

the KCSO, ODES, the King COUflty Executi'v'e, contract cities, fire Agencies, and other cities

receiving DDES fire Investigation Services. The KCSO, in conjunction with DDES, fire agencies

and the cities wil be respoflsible for developing a work plan for O'.crsight Committee

appro'val. The purpose of this work plan wil be to identify options for the long term pro'Jision

of fire in'iestigatiofl ser..ices to city customers. The work plan may consider the foiio~\'ing

issues: call out Pf6tocols, costiflg methods, service delivery and organizational issues. The

intent of these parties is that the O'iersight Committee '.vil make a recommendation for future

service delivery by October 31, 2000.



6.19.3 Day-to-day fire investigation operational issues wil be handled at the lowest practical

organizational leveL. This may typically include staff from the city police, fire agencies and

99 King County Sheriffs Offce.

2) Exhibit G is amended as follows:

EXHIBIT G: AR FIRE INVESTIGATION COSTING MODEL

Pursuant to section 6.19 of the Interlocal Agreement Relating to Law Enforcement Services,

the King County Sheriffs Office (KCSO) Department of Development and Environmental

SeNiccs (DOES) wil provide optional fire investigation services to cities contracting with the

King County Sheriff's Offce KE for police services. The extent to which contract cities use

these fire investigation services is not likely to be uniform. This exhibit sets forth the model by

which costs of providing such service is to be allocated among the contracting cities.

A city will be charged in accordance with its percentage of historic usage of the service. The

total cost to the County is reflected in Exhibit B, as updated by the County from year to year. A

percentage of that total cost is assigned to each city based on its historic usage. The

percentages of historic usage by cities are updated for each successive contract year. A three-

year average is used with the most recent year being added and the oldest year being deleted.

A summary table setting forth the current updated percentage assigned to each city is

included in Exhibit B.

To determine the cost for each city, the total County cost identified in Exhibit B shall be

multiplied by the city's average percentage of use indicated on the most current summary

table (Exhibit B). Each city must pay the amount specified whether the service is used during

the contract year or not. If a city does not use the services during the contract year, that city's

percentage assignment for fire investigation services wil drop due to the :three-year averaging

approach described above. There is no refund for low usage or non-usage.

In the event that cities collectively utilze more or less ~ than the previously established

"share" of the Fire Investigations Unit assigned to contract cities. and the total program cost



city charge no longer meets accoreJil'gly exceeds the total cost to the County set forth in

Exhibit B, the County shall adiust the "share" in the following year's ExhiQ¡t Boer Section 4

((omoensation) of the ILA. Any "share" adiustment shall require the approval of a maiority of

Oversight Committee members. those cities cxceeding their assigned pcrcentage shall be

responsible for the additional cost. f.dditional costs shall be biled to cities at the DOES'

hourly ovcrtime rate set forth in Exhibit B.

3) Exhibit H is amended as follows:

EXHIBIT H:AR FIRE INVESTIGATION CAllOUT PROTOCOLS

1.0 SUBJECT TITLE: King County Sheriffs Offce Fire Investigation Unit - Call Out Protocols for

contract cities

2.0 PURPOSE:

2.1 To outline the policies ofthe King County FifC Marshal's Sheriff's Offce regarding the

investigation of fires in cities having a contractual agreement for fire investigation with

King County and to establish recommended procedures to be followed by the responsible

fire suppression agency in determining when a King County fire investigator should be

requested.

3.0 ORGANIZATIONS AFFECTED:

3.1 Departmcnt of DC'iclopment and En'.'ironmental Serviccs

3:1 King County fire Marshal's Sheriffs Offce

3.3i Fire Departments/Districts providing fire suppression to a city that has contracted with

the King County Firc Marshal's for fire investigation services.

3.4 King County Sheriffs Offce

3,51 Cities having contracts with King County for fire investigation services

4.0 REFERENCES:



4.1 URiform International Fire Code

4.2 R.C.W. Chapter Title 9 and 9A

4.3 R.C.W.19.27.110

4.4 R.C.W. 52.12.031 (7

4.5 R.C.W.48.48.0650

4.6 King County Administrative Policies and Procedures

4.7 King County Fire Marshal Operating instructions Manual

4.8 King County Fire MarsRallnvestigation Unit Policy & Procedure Manual

5.0 PROCEDURE:

5.1 The Fire Investigation Unit should be notified and respond to fires as follows:

a. Fires where one or more deaths have occurred.

b. Fires where one or more serious injuries have occurred, and those injuries

have required or are expected to require hospitalization of the injured part(s).

c. Fires that are suspected to be, or are known to be intentionally set and are not

investigated by Fire Department personnel under one of the excepted

categories in 6.2.

d. Fires where the fire suppression agency has not determined a cause, except

where the loss is minimal and there is no measurable value in determining the

cause.

e. All fires where there is evidence that an explosive device was used to initiate

the fire or resulted in the fire occurring.

Note: This provision is not intended to include containers normally found at the fire scene

that exploded as a result of the fire, such as propane bottles, compressed air bottles or aerosol

containers.

5,2 The King County nre Marshal's Sheriff's Offce will maintain an investigative program

designed to collect, store and disseminate information relating to the prevention of



fires, accidental or arson caused, to reduce loss of life, fire related injuries, incident

frequency and monetary loss.

5.3 Every effort wil be made to determine the cause of every investigated fire.

5.4 Where the cause has been determined to be arson, the Fire Investigation Unit of the

King County fire Marshal's Sheriffs Offce shall perform the follow-up investigation

and preparation of criminal charges where appropriate.

5.5 In incidents involving death or serious injury where hospitalization was or is expected

to be required, all reports, evidence, and photographs wil be properly secured by the

fire investigation unit until the case has been resolved

5,6 The King County Fire Investigation Unit wil compile and submit monthly UCR

(Uniform Crime Reporting) data for the Federal Bureau of Investigation to the King

County Sheriff's Offce, for cities who contract with the King County Sheriff's Offce for

police services and to the City Police department for all cities that maintain their own

Police Department if requested.

5.7 Fire investigators wil submit a scene report within 48 hours of an incident to the

police chief and fire chief.

6.0 RESPONSIBILITIES:

6.1 The King County Fire Investigation Unit is responsible for the investigation of all fires

that have been investigated by the Fire Investigation Unit as outlined in section 5.1 of

this document.

6.2 Qualified Fire Department personnel in the responsible fire suppression agency may

conduct fire investigations in the following categories:

a. Intentionally set fires in Dumpsters and other refuse/garbage containers.

b. Intentionally set fires in Newspaper collection containers



c. Intentionally set fires in Newspaper distribution structure~ (Tmes, P.I., etc.).

d. Intentionally set fires in Containers used for collection of ctlothing, etc.

e. Intentionally set fires in abandoned vehicles with a value less than $250.

f. And other such fires as the responsible fire department is qualified to

investigate.

6.3 For investigations conducted by Fire Department personnel for the investigations

noted in section 6.2 above the following recommended procedures may be followed:

a. Notification of the King County Fire Investigation Unit within 48 hours th

followiflQ busiflos day of all fire investigations conducted by the Fire

Department in accordance with Section 6.2 for all fires that were determined

to be intentionally set.

b. Examination of the fire scene to determine area, point of origin and cause

c. Identification, protection, preservation and collection of all physical evidence

for all fires that were determined to be intentionally set. Fire department

personnel wil assist the responsible police department patrol unit in

packaging of evidence, which will then be transported by the patrol unit for

storage.

d. Preparation of a comprehensive fire investigation report using the King

County Fire Investigation Unit format and, where necessary, a fire scene sketch

for all fires that were determined to be intentionally set.

e. Photographing of the fire scene should be accomplished in three (3) steps, 1)

prior to disturbing any debris or other items at or near the point of origin, 2)

once again during the examination and 3) at the conclusion of the

examinations. Any items considered to be evidence should be shown in

photographs at the time and place they were discovered and identified.

f. Notification of the responsible police department via the police

communications center where arson is suspected or confirmed.

g. Forwarding of the fire report along with all available information obtained

during the investigation and transfer of the physical evidence, where

appropriate, to the Fire Investigation Unit for all fires that were determined to

be intentionally set.



h. Forwarding a copy of the photographs (or other acceptable photographic

medium) and the negatives of the incident to the Fire Investigation Unit for all

fires that were determined to be intentionally set.
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4) This amendment replaces any previous amendments.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have executed this agreement.

KING COUNTY City of

King County Executive Chief Executive Offcer

Approved as to Form Approved as to Form

Senior Deputy Prosecuting Attorney
for DAN SATTERBERG
King County Prosecuting Attorney

City Attorney
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