
C
ode 

E
nforcem

ent
T

erm
inology

V
iolation letters

vi61atiÖ
n letters are 

C
ode E

nforcem
ent's initial

m
eans of contacting potential code Y

iolators
T

here are a few
 different versions:

. V
iolation 1 letters are sent by C

ode E
nforcem

ent
w

ithin 30 doys of receivingti com
ploint.

. V
iolatian 2 letters are sent after a violation!s)

has been confi rm
ed.

.
-
V
i
o
l
a
t
i
o
n
 
3
 

letters are sent to 
docum

ent an
inform

al com
pliance 

agreem
ent betw

een C
ode

E
nforcem

ent and the property ow
ner.

V
oluntary Ç

om
pliance A

greem
ent (V

eA
)

A
fter a C

oqe E
nforcem

ent O
fficer has confirm

ed
a
V
î
o
l
a
t
i
ó
n
,
 
t
h
e
 

property ow
ner can w

orkout an
agreem

ent w
ith C

ode E
nforcem

ent to bring the
property into com

pliance. T
his agreem

ent is
recorded ion the. title of the property.

N
oticeond O

rder (N
&

O
)

T
hes",docum

ents give 0 legal description of the
violotionsond set com

pliance deadlines. N
otice

ond.O
rders are issued only ofter V

iolation letters
ondcollaboration w

ith a C
ode E

nforcem
ent

O
f
f
i
c
e
r
 
h
o
v
e
 
f
a
i
l
e
d
 
t
o
 

bring 
a property into

. voluntarily com
pliance.



W
hat is C

ode E
nforcem

ent?

K
ing C

ounly C
ode E

nforcem
ent is a function w

ithin
the D

epartm
ent of D

evelopm
ent and E

nvironm
ental

S
ervices ID

D
E

S
I that enforces building and land

use regulations set forth in K
ing C

ounty C
ode,

C
ode E

nforcem
ent officers investigate com

plaints
of unlaw

ful and hazardous developm
ent and uses

on private properly, C
ode E

nforcem
ent responds

to reported code violations associated w
ith zoning,

housing and building, shorelines, and critical areas
T

he C
ode E

nforcem
ent w

orkload is alm
ost entirely

driven by the com
plaints of privote citizens; C

ode
E

nforcem
ent O

fficers do not proactively survey the
counly looking for violations,

If, as a properly ow
ner, you have been contacted

by K
ing C

ounly C
ode E

nforcem
ent because of a

violation in any of the aforem
entioned areas, it

is im
portant for you to understand the C

ode
E

nforcem
ent process, T

his pam
phlet outlines that

process, and also explains your choices and
opportunities as a property ow

ner,

T
his pam

phlet also outlines all the potential steps in
the life-cycle of a code enforcem

ent case, It is
im

portant to understand that property ow
ners

m
ay correct the violation at any given point in the

process and therefore resolve the case, T
he first

priorily and preference of code enforcem
ent officers

is to w
ork in partnership w

ith a property ow
ner in

the earliest stages of the code enforcem
ent process

in order to bring a property into com
pliance w

ith
the pertinent codels)

H
ow

 D
oes C

ode E
nforcem

ent
B

enefit the C
om

m
unity?

. E
nsures safe living conditions.

. S
afeguards the environm

ent, protecting
peaple, w

ildlife, and livestock,
. K

eeps land free from
 garbage,

. Protects neighborhood real estate values from
unsightly and unsafe environm

ental destruction
and accum

ulation of junk vehicles,

T
he C

ode E
nforcem

ent Process
and

O
pportunities for C

om
pliance

C
om

plaint

K
now

ledge

E
ducation

V
oluntary

C
om

pliance

C
om

pliance
D

eadlines

legal
N

otice

A
ppeal

(O
ptional)

C
ivil

Penalties

ProsecuT
orial

R
eferol

A
batem

ent

. C
ode enforcem

ent (eE
l receives a

com
plaín~

. C
ode enforcem

ent sends first Y
iolation

letter &
 contacts property ow

ner (P
O

)

. C
E

 w
ill conduct site/parcel investigation

. Inform
 P

O
 of code and requirem

ents
(W

ith no violation the case is

. P
O

 con bring property into com
pliance

and end the
¡U

pon

. C
E

 w
ill send second violation letter w

ith
code citation &

 0 com
pliance schedule

case is closed)

. W
ithout com

plionce, C
E

 w
ill send N

otice
and O

rder to PO
. P

O
 can appeal to H

earing E
xam

iner
com

pliance case is closed 
I

. A
ppeal granted and case closed
O

r
. A

ppeal denied and P
O

 given new
schedule

. U
p ~

o 60 days of com
pounding civil

penalties (U
pon com

pliance penalties
stop com

pounding and case is closed)

.
 
S
i
r
i
v
e
 
f
o
r
 
w
i
t
h
 
a
d
d
e
d

legol pressure, obtaining civil
iudgm

en~
 against P

O

. W
ithout com

pliance the county can
bring property into

. C
ost is recovered w

ith ogainst



T
he C

ode E
nforcem

ent
Process and O

pportunities
for C

om
pliance

C
U

R
R

E
N

T
ST

A
T

U
S IS IN

O
R

A
N

G
E

K
ing C

ounty D
epartm

ent of D
evelopm

ent
and E

nvironm
ental S

ervices
C

ode E
nforcem

ent S
ection

9
0
0
 
o
a
k
e
s
d
a
l
e
 
A
v
e
,
 
S
,
W
,

R
enton, W

A
 98057-5212

D
D

E
S

 C
ustom

er S
ervice: 206-296-6600

C
ode E

nforcem
ent Section M

essage L
ine: 206-296-6680

C
ode E

nforcem
ent Fax N

um
ber: 206-296-6604

~
 
.
.
'



I H
ave R

eceived a V
iolation 2

(V
i02) L

etter. W
hat Is It?

T
he V

i02 Leller inform
s property ow

ners that
violations are confirm

ed on their property.
It olso lists w

hich section(s) of the K
ing

C
ounty C

ode the property is violating.

F
or 0 full copy of the K

ing C
ounty C

ode,
visit: htt://w

w
,kingcounty,gov/council/

leg islation/kc_ code, aspx.

\"
W

hat D
o I D

o A
fter R

eceiving
a V

i02 L
etter?

L
earn w

hat is required to bring your
property into com

pliance w
ith K

ing C
ounty

C
ade. Y

ou can find inform
ation about how

to do this in the V
i02 Leller and by refer-

encing the K
ing C

ounty C
ode through the

w
ebsite listed above,

If you have questions, the best person
to contact is the C

ode E
nforcem

ent O
fficer

assigned to your case. Y
ou w

ill find his or
her em

ail address and phane num
ber in

t
h
e
 
V
i
0
2
 
L
e
l
l
e
r
,

P
hotographic E

xam
ple of C

om
pliance
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C
ode E

nforcem
ent is H

elping
C

om
m

unities

K
ing C

ounly C
ode E

nforcem
ent is a function w

ithin
the D

epartm
ent of D

evelopm
ent and E

nvironm
ental

Services ID
D

E
Slthat enforces building and land

regulation set forth in K
ing C

ounty C
ode, C

ode
E

nforcem
ent O

fficers investigote com
plaints of unlaw

ful
and hazardous developm

ents ond uses, W
e respond to

reported code violations associated w
ith zoning,

housing and building, shorelines, and critical areas,

T
he w

ork conducted by C
ode E

nforcem
ent yields m

any
positive results in our com

m
unity. For exam

ple, property
ow

ners contacted by C
ode E

nforcem
ent w

ith illegal
construction or clearing and grading activity can
retroactively engage the perm

it review
 process at D

D
E

S
T

he perm
itting process is designed to protect public

health, hom
eow

ner safety and the environm
ent by

ensur"ing that construction and grading. 
activity m

eets

acceptoble standards, In the past, other counties have
seen deck collapses resulting in 'iniury and even death
after the original structure w

as buill w
ithout perm

its,
S

im
ilarly, structures built in areas susceptible to heavy

snow
s are required to sustain specific snoW

 loads in
order to prevent callapse, A

 m
ore com

m
on exam

ple of
unperm

ited activily 'is a garage illegally converted into
living space, In add 

ilion ta safety and structural

considerations, this can create burdens for w
hich an

associated septic system
 w

as never designed, leading
to septic system

 failure,

P
roperties w

hich ore used in a m
anner inconsistent

w
i
t
h
 
t
h
e
 
a
p
p
l
i
e
d
 
z
o
n
'
i
n
g
 
c
o
n
 
c
a
u
s
e
 
V
i
 

suo I blight in

neighborhoods, disturb traffic patterns, and also
dam

age the natural enviranm
enl. C

om
plaints about

iunk cars are am
ong the m

ast frequent calls m
ade 10

C
ode E

nforcem
ent, T

hese siles are visually disturbing 10
neighbors and con offect property sales, T

he oil and
other fluids associated w

ith ¡unk cars can also leach 'Into
the ground, conlam

inating the soiL.

A
nother exam

ple of a zoning infraction is unlaw
ful hom

e
businesses. H

om
e occupations w

hich are 'lnconsistent
w

ith the property's zaning con disturb troffic patterns,
create excessive noise, and cause safely hazards from
overflow

 porkrng,

A
bove: before B

elow
: after

T
he C

ode E
nforcem

ent Process

C
ode E

nforcem
ent com

plaints can be reg'istered by
filling out the on-line com

plaint forrn, colling the
com

plaint line, rax'ing, m
oiling, or e-m

oîling a w
riten

com
plaint. U

pon receipt of a com
plaint, the C

ode
E

nforcem
ent O

ffice w
ill gather basic properly

inform
ation and assign a case num

ber to the com
plaint,

C
om

plaints are ihen routed to a specific C
ode

E
nforcem

ent O
fficer for investigation, Initial contact w

ith
a reported vroator generally occurs w

ithin 30 days of
receiving a com

plaint, although environm
ental hazards

and other high priority cases are investigated as quickly
as possible, usually w

ithin 48 hours,

Sorne violations are quick 10 resolve, w
hile others take

m
ore tim

e due to their com
plexity C

ode E
nforcem

ent
O

fficers w
ork w

ilh property ow
ners in an attem

pt to
educate them

 about the specific code requirem
enls

w
hich apply to their property, T

he first priority is alw
ays

to achieve voluniary com
pliance w

ith C
ounly codes,

If the property ow
ner is w

illing to w
ork w

ith the officer,
then both parties agree ta a com

pliance schedule, If the
vialalor is a repeat offender or is unw

illing to bring the
property into com

pliance, ihe officer w
ill issue a N

otice
and O

rder, w
hich typically includes civil penalties and

the possibilily of a lien on the property, T
he order m

ay
be appealed to ihe K

ing C
ounly H

earing E
xam

iner and
scheduled for a public hearing,

In som
e extrem

e cases, the C
ode E

nforcem
ent O

ffice
m

ay abate the violation by hiring a contractor to clean
u
p
 
t
h
e
 
p
r
o
p
e
r
t
y
,
 
A
t
 

the abatem
ent phase, the properly

ow
ner is responsible for the cost of the clean-up, If this

cost is not paid at the t'm
e of clean-up, a lien w

ill be
placed on the property,

C
om

m
unity-O

riented C
ode

E
nforcem

ent

E
och C

ode E
nforcem

ent O
fficer IS

 assigned to w
ork in a

geographic area, O
ff'ers w

ork in partnership
locol com

m
unities to establish case priorities and

t
o
 
c
o
m
m
u
n
i
c
a
t
e
 
a
b
o
u
t
 local C

ode E
nforcem

ent efforts,

If you w
ould like an officer to speak at your com

m
unity

group, sim
ply call: 206-296-6680,


