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SUBJECT

A MOTION requesting the King County citizens' elections oversight committee to study rank choice voting and report to the council by June 30, 2009.
SUMMARY

The proposed motion requests the Citizens' Elections Oversight Committee to study rank choice voting and report back to the Council by June 30, 2009.
Background
Every 10 years a group of citizens reviews the King County charter and makes recommendations to the Council on updates it feels would be useful.  The most recent Charter Review Commission met during 2007 – 2008 and transmitted its final report and recommendations to the King County Council on May 30, 2008. Among other actions, the Commission recommended that the council convene a citizen commission no later than January 2010 to examine instant runoff voting, also known as rank choice voting, and report its findings to the council by January 2011.
Analysis 
The proposed legislation is consistent with the Council’s approach to give serious consideration to the recommendations of the Charter Review Commission. Since the Council previously formed the Citizens' Elections Oversight Committee (CEOC), and the committee has been very effective in helping to improve elections operations, it is logical that the Council should ask them to conduct this analysis. 

The CEOC has made well over 100 recommendations that have been implemented and resulted in greatly improved elections procedures and much greater transparency. Comprised of 13 members with broad representation the CEOC has consistently proven thoughtful and unbiased in their recommendations. Each member has a solid understanding of elections and will bring this expertise to bear on the subject. Staff consulted with the CEOC and they are willing to take on this task and the deadline of June 30, 2009 is reasonable.
Amendment

Staff has prepared an amendment for the committee’s consideration. It recognizes the established record of the CEOC in making in excess of 100 recommendations for the improvement of elections operations. Nearly all these recommendations have been implemented and resulted in much improved accuracy and transparency of elections as well as improved public confidence in elections.
ATTACHMENTS
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