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Proposed Ordinance 2008-0328, as amended, was reported out of committee with a do-pass substitute recommendation on July 8, 2008

SUBJECT

AN ORDINANCE relating to the King County International Airport. 
SUMMARY

The proposed ordinance would amend King County Code Title 15 relating to the King County International Airport. The proposed amendments are the result of the first comprehensive review of King County Code Title 15—Airport in the past 30 years. The proposed code revision addresses: existing county and airport policies, industry and airport best management practices, and technical corrections. 
Background
King County International Airport (KCIA/BFI) was established in 1928 by a vote of King County residents. KCIA/BFI has been a self-sustaining enterprise agency of county government since that time. The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) classifies the airport as a Class II, primary non-hub commercial services, aviation reliever airport. KCIA/BFI is operated in compliance with FAA regulations as an open access airport on a 24 hours/7days a week basis.
Today the Airport ranks as the 30th busiest airport in the nation with over 300,000 aircraft operations (take offs and landings).  KCIA/BFI is the 31st largest cargo center and ranks ahead of such major cities as Pittsburg, Cleveland, and San Antonio.  KCIA/BFI is home to over 150 tenant businesses, including The Boeing Company, Military Flight Center, United Parcel Service, DHL Cargo, and BAX Global.  The airport supports over 3,900 direct jobs and nearly 10,000 secondary jobs in the region.  Over 450 corporate and personal aircraft are based at the airport.
Beginning in October 2007, the Airport and King County Airport Roundtable (Roundtable) initiated a series of workshops to provide a comprehensive review of King County Code Title 15 – Airport.  In a collaborative process policy issues were debated, airport industry best management practices reviewed, and proposed amendments evaluated.  

Analysis 
Most of the proposed amendments to the existing code are technical corrections clarifying and updating definitions and references in the code.  There are also several amendments reaffirming existing policy. For example, an amendment codifies the existing policy that flight school operations are not charged for each “touch-and-go” pilot training operation. This was needed because some student pilots may make 10 landing and take off operations. Another amendment reaffirms the existing policy that general aviation non-revenue aircraft based at KCIA/BFI are not subject to the landing fee. 
There are almost no fee increases. The only fee increase is an increase in passenger deployment fee from .50 to $1.00 for those commercial flights with 10 or more passengers. Airport staff report very few flights fit into this category.

Policy Change—Landing Fee Exemption for non-revenue producing aircraft under 12,500 pounds. The most significant policy change is an amendment which exempts visiting (transient), non-revenue generating aircraft under 12,500 pounds from the landing fee. The airport is requesting this change because it is administratively difficult to collect the fee and not cost effective. The airport estimates this will result in a loss of $3,200 in airport revenue out of a total of$1,020,837 in 2007 or .0003 percent.
Amendments 
Ordinance Does Not Address Security Issue.  The proposed ordinance does not address airport security. Given the importance of airport security, the Council may wish to consider an amendment addressing airport security. The executive staff concurs it would be prudent to address airport security as part of the Title 15 amendments. Therefore, council and airport staff prepared an amendment (See Amendment 1) for consideration by Council. 
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