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COMMITTEE ACTION:  On May 28, 2008, the Transportation Committee approved Proposed Substitute Motion 2008-0189, as amended, with a “do pass” recommendation.
SUBJECT:  Approving the plan for construction of a pedestrian pathway on Issaquah Fall City road.

SUMMARY:   Proposed Motion 2008-0189 would approve a work plan for construction of a pedestrian pathway on Issaquah-Fall City Road from the vicinity of the Pacific Cascade Freshman Campus School to Klahanie SE/252nd Avenue SE.  The proposed motion responds to a 2008 budget proviso.  The Committee amended the proposed motion to acknowledge additional improvements that will be carried out by the Road Services Division, as requested by Councilmember Lambert, who represents this area.

BACKGROUND:  The 2008 County Budget includes this proviso:
Ordinance 15975, Section 110 DOT Director’s Office, Proviso P1


Of this appropriation, $500,000 shall not be expended or encumbered until the council reviews and accepts by motion, a plan to construct a pedestrian walkway from the Pacific Cascade Freshman Campus School to Klahanie SE/252nd Avenue SE.  The plan shall include a description of the scope of work, an itemized engineer's estimate, and a schedule that indicates project completion in 2008 or substantive reasoning as to why the project cannot be completed in 2008.  Under any scenario, the project schedule shall indicate a completion date not later than June 30, 2009.  If the report is not filed by April 1, 2008, the appropriation authority for the $500,000 restricted by this proviso shall lapse.


The plan required to be submitted by this proviso must be filed in the form of 11 copies with the clerk of the council, who will retain the original and will forward copies to each councilmember and to the transportation committee, or its successor.
The proviso response was filed by the deadline.  Note that the restriction on expenditures applies to funds in the DOT Director’s Office.  The County’s share of funding for the sidewalk project, also $500,000, is included in the Roads Capital Improvement Program (CIP) as part of the Nonmotorized Improvements Program (CIP #RDCW 28).
PROVISO WORK PLAN:  The proviso was developed in response to concerns about pedestrian access for students at the Issaquah School District’s Pacific Cascade Freshman Campus School.  A 2007 Executive proposal was not considered by the Council.  The current proposal is for a larger-scale project.  As the Executive’s transmittal letter notes, the school will be converted from a 9th grade campus to a 6th through 8th grade middle school, effective with the 2009-2010 school year.  This change will increase the need for the project as it will generate more pedestrian traffic.

The proviso response identifies a 1,700-foot sidewalk project estimated to cost $1,295,000.  In conjunction with the Issaquah School District, the Road Services Division has applied for a $795,000 grant from the Washington State Department of Transportation, which would provide the balance of funds in addition to the $500,000 reserved for this project.  This project will include construction of 1,700 feet of 6-foot wide cement concrete curb, gutter, and sidewalk, 1,200 feet of drainage, 300 feet of pedestrian handrail with retail wall, street lighting, pedestrian countdown timers, traffic signs, signal modifications, pavement markings, and miscellaneous landscape.  Attachment 1 to Attachment A itemizes the project elements.

Attachment 1 also outlines a project schedule with construction in June-August 2009.  School-related projects are normally built during the summer to minimize disruption to the students.  In this case, the project would be completed in time for the school’s first year as a middle school.
In subsequent discussions with Councilmember Lambert, the Road Services Division identified some additional measures that can be taken for the 2008-2009 school year.  The Division has also stated that if the grant request is unsuccessful, the $500,000 in Road funds would be expended on a scaled-down project.  As approved by the Committee, the proposed motion makes note of these additional points.
