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Metropolitan King County Council

Utilities and Parks Committee

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	6
	Name:
	Marilyn W. Cope

	Proposed No.:
	2008-0271
	Date:
	May 27, 2008

	Invited:
	Kenneth Hearing, Mayor, City of North Bend

Duncan Wilson, City Administrator, City of North Bend

Gina Estep, Community and Economic Development Director, City of North Bend

Andrew Marcuse, Legal Counsel, Prosecuting Attorney’s Office

Tom Koney, Deputy Direct, Parks and Recreation Division


SUBJECT 
 An ordinance authorizing the transfer of Tollgate Farm Park to the city of North Bend.
BACKGROUND

On November 18, 2002, the King County Council adopted the Parks Omnibus Ordinance (14509) which redefined the county’s role as a provider of regional and local rural parks and recreational facilities.    The Parks Omnibus Ordinance requires King County to “continue to provide for the operation of county-owned local parks in the remaining urban unincorporated areas” and “seek the transfer of local urban area facilities to cities”.

SUMMARY

Proposed ordinance 2008-0271 authorizes an intergovernmental agreement that would transfer Tollgate Farm Park to the city of North Bend for ownership and continued operation as a public park.

A fiscal note and notice of public hearing were also included in the transmittal package.  The public hearing, as advertised in the Snoqualmie Valley Record, is scheduled for June 23, 2008.
ANALYSIS

Tollgate Farm Park
Tollgate Farm Park is a 356.5 acre park located in both unincorporated King County and the city of North Bend.  Of the park’s total acreage, 204.5 acres are within the city of North Bend and 161 acres are within unincorporated King County.  

Tollgate Farm Park is comprised of numerous of parcels of open space/passive recreation lands that were purchased by King County between 1997 and 2002 at a cost of $4.4 million.  The Tollgate Farm Park parcels were acquired using a variety funds, including, REET 1, Cultural and Recreational Facilities Funds, and Conservation Futures Tax Funds.  The parcels that comprise Tollgate Farm Park have various funding restrictions dependent on the fund source associated with each respective parcel.  Due to restrictions on the parcels that carry with the acquisition funds, only 13.7 acres of Tollgate Farm Park are available for the development of active recreation (as noted in the Tollgate Farm Central Meadows Master Plan).  The 13.7 acres available for active recreation is on the western most part of the park and the city of North Bend has expressed interest in developing these parcels into two soccer fields and one baseball field should funds become available in the future.  Transfer of the park to North Bend is estimated to reduce the county’s maintenance expenditures by approximately $2,000 per year.
Intergovernmental Land Transfer Agreement

Proposed Ordinance 2008-0271 includes an attached intergovernmental land transfer agreement with the following provisions

· King County will convey ownership of the park to the city of North Bend within thirty days of execution of the agreement.

· The city of North Bend will maintain and operate the park in perpetuity with public access to both city and non-city residents.  Differential fees may be charged to non-city residents with the provision that they be reasonable and relevant to the cost borne by city taxpayers.

· The city of North Bend will not use the park in a manner that is inconsistent with the acquisition funding sources and may only develop the 13.7 acres identified in the Tollgate Farm Central Meadows Master Plan for active recreation.
· King County’s liability and obligations to the city of North Bend for the condition of the park are limited.

Additional Information

The King County Council will hold a public hearing on the transfer of Tollgate Farm Park on June 23, 2008.

AMENDMENTS

An amendment has been prepared to correct the introductory “whereas statement” in the attached intergovernmental land transfer agreement to more accurately reflect the county’s transfer policy.  In accordance with the Parks Omnibus Ordinance (14509) the county’s park transfer policy calls for the transfer all urban parks to the local jurisdiction in addition to those parks within designated  potential annexation areas.

ATTACHMENTS

1. Amendment to Proposed Ordinance 2008-0271

2. Proposed Ordinance 2008-0271 with attachments
3. Executive transmittal letter dated May 6, 2008

4. Fiscal Note
5. Notice of Public Hearing
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