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Revised Staff Report

SUBJECT

Three motions appointing members to the Citizens’ Elections Oversight Committee.
Committee action

At its January 23, 2007 meeting, the General Government and Labor Relations Committee forwarded substitute motions 2007-0036, 2007-0037 and 2007-0039 to the full Council with do pass recommendations.  The votes for each were two ayes, no nos and one excused. Each motion had one technical amendment to make the day and month for the expiration of the term of appointment coincide with the projected day and month for Council action as required by Ordinance 15453 that establishes the Citizens' Election Oversight Committee.
BACKGROUND
On two previous occasions, the Metropolitan King County Council established citizens' oversight committees (CEOC) to review the conduct of elections in King County, to identify problems, and to make recommendations for improvements. The members of those committees interviewed management and staff of the Elections Section of the Records, Elections, and Licensing Services Division, observed both primary and general elections, and prepared reports and recommendations addressing issues of concern about the elections process in King County. The committees expired by the terms of the ordinances that created them.
Because the work of the previous oversight committees proved extremely valuable, the Council decided that King County would benefit from having a citizens’ elections oversight committee on an ongoing basis. Therefore, in Ordinance 15453, the council established a new, 13-member citizens’ elections oversight committee and adopted a mission and criteria for membership on the committee.
PROPOSED motions
Proposed Motions 2007-0036; 0037 and 0039 confirm the appointments of Timothy Borders, Emily Willoughby and James Rigby to the Citizens' Election Oversight Committee. Resumes of the appointees are provided as Attachment 7 to this report. One additional appointee, Frank Radford, is expected to come before this committee on February 13th.
Timothy Borders served on a previous CEOC, and has been an active party observer of elections and a poll worker. He is employed by the Evergreen Freedom Foundation and works on the Voter Integrity Project. Mr. Borders holds a degree in economics from the University of Washington. He will represent King County registered voters.

Emily Willoughby retired after a 24-year career working for the federal government. She held a variety of positions with the Office of Economic Opportunity, the Department of Housing and Urban Development, and the General Services Administration. Ms. Willoughby has also been active in the Democratic Party at the District and County levels, holding various offices, as well as observing elections and recruiting elections workers. She holds a degree in economics from Northwestern University.

James Rigby is an attorney who has run his own law firm since 1980. His firm specializes in debtor-creditor and bankruptcy law. Mr. Rigby has been a party observer of elections and has been active in active in the Republican party at the county and state levels. He has a degree in political science from the University of Washington and graduated from the University of Puget Sound Law School. 

Terms of Service 
Initially, members of the committee serve terms of staggered length (one, two, or three years), as specified in Ordinance 15453 and in the proposed motions appointing them.
 The term lengths specified in Ordinance 15453 require each member’s term to expire on the same day and month as the date of appointment.  

� There are two exceptions: the ex officio, nonvoting representatives of the Office of the Secretary of State and the Washington State Association of County Auditors. The motions appointing those committee members (Motions 2006-0420 and 2006-0421) do not specify the date on which their terms expire, since they serve at the pleasure of the organizations they represent.
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