Food Waste Recycling in King County
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Food waste and soiled paper from residents and business, comprises nearly 25% of the disposed waste stream in King County.  This represents the largest portion of the waste stream that is recyclable.  These materials, when recycled with yard waste at a private composting facility, are transformed into a valuable soil amendment.  Compost, sold locally for gardening and landscaping application, improves soil and plant health, and helps reduce impacts to water quality caused by chemical-based fertilizers. 

Residential Food Waste Collection:

The infrastructure for collecting food waste for composting has grown significantly since 2002 as evidenced by the following achievements.
· King County worked with several cities, the Health Department, private haulers and Cedar Grove Compost Inc. beginning in 2002 on a Residential Collection Pilot project where households could recycle all of their foodwaste and soiled paper (including all meat, cheese, bones, pizza boxes and kitchen soiled paper products) with their yard waste container every week.

· Successful pilot collection results, coupled with private sector investment, have led to a rapidly developing foodwaste recycling infrastructure throughout King County.

· Nearly 60% of single family garbage customers in KC (not including Seattle), currently have this service available.  The City of Seattle has provided subscription residential foodwaste collection to its bi-weekly customers earlier this year.  In Seattle, participants are allowed to recycle all vegetative foodwaste, but prohibited from recycling meat, cheese and bones.  

· The following jurisdictions provide weekly curbside collection of foodwaste mixed with yard waste in King County:
	Jurisdiction
	Garbage Customers
	*Embedded - E 
Subscription - S
	Allied – A
Waste Mgt. - WM
	Collection

Weekly – W

Bi-weekly - B

	Contract Cities
	
	
	
	

	Bellevue
	26,324
	E
	A
	W

	Bothell
	7,518
	E
	WM
	W

	Burien
	6,545
	S
	WM
	W

	Carnation
	551
	S
	WM
	W

	Issaquah
	6,618
	E
	A
	W

	Kirkland
	10,716
	E
	WM
	W

	Redmond
	10,149
	E
	WM
	W

	Lake Forest Park
	3,848
	Pending1
	A
	**

	WUTC Franchises
	
	
	
	

	SnoKing
	24,609
	S
	WM
	W

	  -Sammamish (north)
	
	
	
	

	  -Woodinville
	
	
	
	

	  -Unincorporated areas
	
	
	
	

	South Sound 
	23,298
	S
	WM
	W

	  -Newcastle
	
	
	
	

	  -Unincorporated areas
	
	
	
	

	Eastside – Area B 
	12,798
	S
	A
	W

	  -Sammamish (south)
	
	
	
	

	  -Unincorporated areas
	
	
	
	

	Kent-Meridian 
	34,978
	S
	A
	B

	  -Black Diamond
	
	
	
	

	  -Covington
	
	
	
	

	  -Maple Valley
	
	
	
	

	  -Unincorporated Areas
	
	
	
	

	Total
	167,952
	
	
	


* Embedded jurisdictions include the cost in the regular garbage rate base.  Subscription jurisdictions offer the service for an additional monthly fee on top of garbage.
** Lake Forest Park is currently under contract negotiation for residential foodwaste collection.

1Foodwaste composting within City of Lake Forest Park will be embedded in its new proposed collection contract currently under consideration by the City Council.
The largest challenge at this time is to encourage households to participate.  In a partnership with cities, King County is planning a regional education campaign that will be designed to influence behavior change through social marketing.

Commercial Food Waste Collection:

The infrastructure for collecting food waste from businesses is also progressing.

· This past summer, King County concluded a 2-year commercial collection pilot program with 100 businesses in Bellevue, Kirkland and Redmond.  

· This pilot collected over 500 tons of food waste from small and medium sized businesses that generate organic waste.

· The three cities as well as the City of Issaquah are currently working internally, and with their respective haulers, the timing for implementation of city wide programs.

· The City of Seattle currently offers a food waste collection subscription service to all businesses.
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