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COMMITTEE ACTION:  On September 27, 2006, the Transportation Committee approved Proposed Motion 2006-0412 “do pass substitute.” 

SUBJECT:  A motion related to the transfer of retired vanpool vans to nonprofit organizations and local governments to meet the needs of low-income, elderly, disabled and young county citizens.  
SUMMARY: Proposed Motion 2005-0412 (Attachment 1) designates non-profit agencies and local governments to receive retired vanpool vans.  The Proposed Motion responds to a proviso in the 2006 budget: 
In 2006, the transit program shall provide twenty-seven high-quality retired passenger vans for exclusive use by non-profit organizations or local governments that are able to address the mobility needs of low-income, elderly, disabled or young county residents.  The council shall allocate vans by motion.  Each agency selected to receive a van must enter into an agreement with King County that provides, among other things, that the agency shall defend and indemnify the county against any liability, be sufficiently insured to support the indemnity and defense obligation and be able to maintain and operate the van for its remaining useful life.  The council finds that such provision of vans supports the county’s public transportation function by (1) reducing single occupancy vehicle trips, pollution and traffic congestion; (2) supplementing the services provided by the county’s paratransit system; and (3) increasing mobility for the transit dependent for whom regular transit may not always be a convenient option.”
BACKGROUND: The County Council began donating vans, through a budget proviso, to non-profit organizations in 1995 for the purposes of transportation of low-income clients.  In subsequent years, the Council has expanded the language of the provisos to include donations to non-profit organizations and local governments for the purpose of serving elderly, disabled and youth transportation needs.

There are two vanpool fleet categories: active and retired fleet.  The active fleet includes vans that are currently assigned to existing vanpool groups, service loaners, and vans that are reserved for new vanpool groups.  The retired vanpool fleet consists of vans that are at least 6 years old to be surplused and sold, vans that are leased and loaned, and vans reserved for donation to non-profit organizations and other government agencies per council motion.  

This year, there are twenty-seven high-quality retired vans available for distribution.  The proposed motion needs to be amended to insert the list of agencies selected to receive the vans this year.  The amendment will be distributed at the Committee meeting.
For 2007 and future years, the vans will be allocated by motion and will be made available under the terms of Ordinance 15546, approved by the Council earlier this year.

