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Metropolitan King County Council

Growth Management & Natural Resources Committee

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	6
	Name:
	Marilyn Cope

	Proposed No.:
	2006-0004
	Date:
	February 28, 2006

	Attending:
	Sharon Claussen, Project Manager, Parks Division, King County
Craig Larson, Director, Parks Division, City of Redmond


SUBJECT 
 An ordinance authorizing the transfer of Slough House Park to the city of Redmond.
BACKGROUND
On November 18, 2002, the King County Council adopted the Parks Omnibus Ordinance (14509) which redefined the county’s role as a provider of regional and local rural parks and recreational facilities.    The Parks Omnibus Ordinance requires King County to “continue to provide for the operation of county-owned local parks in the remaining urban unincorporated areas” and “seek the transfer of local urban area facilities to cities”.

SUMMARY
Proposed ordinance 2006-0004 authorizes an intergovernmental agreement that would transfer Slough House Park to the city of Redmond for ownership and continued operation as a public park.

Also attached to the legislation is a fiscal note, news release and a notice of public hearing scheduled for March 27, 2006.
ANALYSIS
Slough House
King County purchased Slough House Park in 1969 for $113,665.   The current assessed value is $1,483,700 and the Parks Division spends approximately $1,465 a year to maintain the park.

Slough House Park is located within the city of Redmond, across from Redmond Town Center and adjacent to the Sammamish River Trail.  As a local urban park, Slough House is targeted for transfer to the city of Redmond in alignment with the Parks Omnibus Ordinance.  

Slough House is 1.16 acres in size and includes the Haida House art studio.  The art studio is a remnant of the former property owner, Dudley Carter, a local wood carving artist.  King County has been in negotiations with the city of Redmond since 2002 for the transfer of Slough House, however, issues regarding ownership of the wood carvings and a boundary line adjustment have prolonged the negotiation of the park transfer to the city. 
Slough House Wood Carvings

In 2002, Redmond expressed interest in ownership of the wood carvings on display at Slough House Park as a provision of the transfer agreement.  During the negotiations, the question arose as to whether King County actually owned the wood carvings.  The Prosecuting Attorney’s Office has since resolved the ownership of the carvings as property of King County.  

At this time in the Slough House transfer negotiations, the city of Redmond is no longer interested in the wood carvings.  As part of the intergovernmental land transfer agreement contained in Proposed Ordinance 2006-0004, King County has removed the wood carvings from the park and placed them in storage.  The wood carvings are in various states of decay and are not part of King County’s public art program.  King County is under no obligation to restore or display the wood carvings.  At this time, the Parks Division has no further plans for the woodcarvings.  

Boundary Lines

The boundary lines of the park have been revised from the original legal description to retain King County’s jurisdiction of the Sammamish River Trail adjacent to Slough House Park.  The boundary line adjustment reduced the acreage of the park from 1.37 acres to 1.16 acres.  As seen in Attachment 7, the .21 acre difference retains King County’s ownership of 208 feet of trail space that runs parallel to the Sammamish River bed.  This preserves the continuity of the County’s regional trail system. 

Covenant Restrictions
King County purchased Slough House Park using Forward Thrust bonds and state Interagency Committee (IAC) grant funds.  Use of these funds obligates King County to ensure the continued operation of the park for public use (or replacement of the park).  King County may divest itself of ownership of the park to another jurisdiction only with full assurance that the restrictions and obligations to maintain public access to the park will be observed in perpetuity.

Intergovernmental Land Transfer Agreement

Proposed Ordinance 2006-0004 includes an attached intergovernmental land transfer agreement with the following provisions

· King County will convey ownership of the park to the city of Redmond within thirty days of execution of the agreement.

· King County retains ownership over the wood carvings and will remove them from the park.

· The city of Redmond will maintain and operate the park in perpetuity with public access to both city and non-city residents.  Differential fees may be charged to non-city residents with the provision that they be reasonable and relevant to the cost borne by city taxpayers.

· The city of Redmond will not use the park in a manner that would conflict with the Forward Thrust bond or IAC grant restrictions and obligations.

· King County’s liability and obligations to the city of Redmond for the condition of the park are limited.

City of Redmond Acquisition
The city of Redmond has planned for the transfer of Slough House Park in their 2006 CIP budget, with appropriations of $5,000 programmed annually for the next five years for general improvements.
According to Redmond staff, Slough House will remain a passive recreation park and entry point to the Sammamish River Trail.  A master plan for Slough House Park is likely to be developed in 2007.

Additional Information

The King County Council will hold a public hearing on the transfer of Slough House Park on March 27, 2006.

AMENDMENTS

An amendment has been prepared to update the findings statements to more accurately reflect the rationale for transfer of the Slough House Park.  As transmitted by the executive, the findings statement bases the rationale for the park transfer on a multi-year fiscal crisis.  This language was perhaps more appropriate in 2002 when the transfer of Slough House Park was originally under consideration.  King County is currently in a state of economic recovery and the findings statement should reflect the in-city park transfer policies found in the Parks Omnibus Ordinance and Annexation Initiative.

The amendment also corrects the acreage estimate found on page 2 of the intergovernmental land transfer agreement.

ATTACHMENTS

1. Amendment to Proposed Ordinance 2006-0004

2. Proposed Ordinance 2006-0004

a. Attachment A.  Intergovernmental Land Transfer Agreement

3. Executive’s transmittal letter, dated December 20, 2005

4. Fiscal note

5. New Release

6. Public Hearing Notice

7. Map of Boundary Line Adjustment
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