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September 6, 2019
The Honorable Rod Dembowski
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Dembowski:
This letter transmits a supplemental ordinance that will provide the Department of Adult and Juvenile Detention with sufficient funds to implement retroactive pay increases required by the interest arbitration award for King County Corrections Guild members for the period January 2017 through December 2019. The arbitrator’s award provided for retroactive pay increases for work performed in 2017 and 2018 estimated at $4.8 million. Although the award also covers 2019, the 2019-2020 Adopted Budget included sufficient appropriation to cover 2019 salaries at their new level, so no additional appropriation is needed for 2019 salary and benefits. 
Corrections Guild members perform critical work in King County’s adult detention facilities to keep inmates and the public safe. Their contract with King County expired at the end of 2016 and they have been without a contract since. This award covers approximately 560 corrections officers and sergeants. The salary increase awarded by the arbitrator will help King County in recruiting and retaining high quality corrections officers and sergeants. 
The arbitration award includes salary increases of 2.25 percent in 2017, 3.00 percent in 2018, and 3.00 percent in 2019. It also requires the County to pay the monthly range fees of $15 for all gun-qualified officers and includes a number of contract changes desired by the County, such as a hard cap of 82 hours on the compensatory time Guild members may earn in a year. 

This legislation advances the King County Strategic Plan by helping the Department of Adult and Juvenile Detention recruit and retain a highly engaged and high-performing workforce and promoting safety and justice goals. 
Thank you for your consideration of this ordinance. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Dwight Dively, Director, Office of Performance, Strategy and Budget at 206-263-9687. 
Sincerely,

Dow Constantine

King County Executive

Enclosure

cc:
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:  Carolyn Busch, Chief of Staff




  Melani Pedroza, Clerk of the Council


Dwight Dively, Director, Office of Performance, Strategy and Budget


John Diaz, Director, Department of Adult and Juvenile Detention

