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Principle 8 of ABA Ten Principles of a Public Defense Delivery System

There is parity between defense counsel and the prosecution
with respect to resources and defense counsel is included as
an equal partner in the justice system.

There is parity between defense counsel and the prosecution with
respect to resources and defense counsel is included as an equal partner
in the justice system. There should be parity of workload, salaries and
other resources (such as benefits, technology, facilities, legal research,
support staff, paralegals, investigators, and access to forensic services
and experts) between prosecution and public defense.

Assigned counsel should be paid a reasonable fee in addition to actual
overhead and expenses. Contracts with private attorneys for public
defense services should never be let primarily on the basis of cost; they
should specify performance requirements and the anticipated workload,
provide an overflow or funding mechanism for excess, unusual,
complex cases, and separately fund expert, investigative, and other
litigation support services.

No part of the justice system should be expanded or the workload
increased without consideration of the impact that expansion will have
on the balance and on the other components of the justice system.
Public defense should participate as an equal partner in improving the
justice system. This principle assumes that the prosecutor is adequately
funded and supported in all respects, so that securing parity will mean
that defense counsel is able to provide quality legal representation.




