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28.86.100  Water reuse policies (WRP).
            A.  Explanatory material.  The water reuse policies are intended to guide the county in continuing to develop its program to produce reclaimed water.  The county will coordinate its program with regional water supply plans and work with state agencies and local jurisdictions on opportunities for water reuse.  The county will implement pilot and demonstration projects.  Additional projects shall be implemented subject to economic and financial feasibility assessments, including assessing environmental benefits and costs.
            The water reuse policies, as in the treatment plant policies, intend that the county continue producing reclaimed water at its treatment plants.  The treatment plant policies also address the potential construction of one or more satellite plants.  These small plants would provide reclaimed water, with the solids being transferred to the regional plants for processing.
            B.  Policies.
            WRP-1:  King County shall actively pursue the use of reclaimed water while protecting the public health and safety and the environment.  The county shall facilitate the development of a water reuse program to help meet the goals of the county to preserve water supplies within the region and to ensure that any reclaimed water reintroduced into the environment will protect the water quality of the receiving water body and the aquatic environment.
            WRP-2:  By December 2007, the King County executive shall prepare for review by council a reclaimed water feasibility study as part of a regional water supply plan which will include a comprehensive financial business plan including tasks and schedule for the development of a water reuse program and a process to coordinate with affected tribal and local governments, the state and area citizens.  The reclaimed water feasibility study shall be reviewed by the RWQC.  At a minimum the feasibility study shall comply with chapter 90.46 RCW and include:
              1.  Review of new technologies for feasibility and cost effectiveness, that may be applicable for future wastewater planning;
              2.  Review of revenue sources other than the wastewater rate for distribution of reused water;
              3.  Detailed review and an update of a regional market analysis for reused water;
              4.  Review of possible environmental benefits of reused water; and
              5.  Review of regional benefits of reused water.
            WRP-3:  Recycling and reusing reclaimed water shall be investigated as a possible future significant new source of water to enhance or maintain fish runs, supply additional water for the region’s nonpotable uses, preserve environmental and aesthetic values and defer the need to develop new potable water supply projects.
            WRP-4:  King County’s water reuse program and projects shall be coordinated with the regional water supply plans and regional basin plans, in accordance with state and federal standards.  The coordination shall be done with the affected water supply purveyors.  Water reuse must be coordinated with water supply/resource purveyors to ensure that resources are developed in a manner complementary with each other to allow the most effective management of resources in the county.
            WRP-5:  King County shall implement nonpotable projects on a case-by-case basis.  To evaluate nonpotable projects, King County shall develop criteria which will include, but are not limited to:  capital, operation and maintenance costs; cost recovery; potential and proposed uses; rate and capacity charge impacts; environmental benefits; fisheries habitat maintenance and enhancement potential; community and social benefits and impacts; public education opportunities; risk and liability; demonstration of new technologies; and enhancing economic development.  A detailed financial analysis of the overall costs and benefits of a water reuse project shall include cost estimates for the capital and operations associated with a project, the anticipated or existing contracts for purchases of reused water, including agricultural and other potential uses, anticipated costs for potable water when the project becomes operational; and estimates regarding recovery of capital costs from new reused water customers versus costs to be assumed by existing ratepayers and new customers paying the capacity charge.  Water reuse projects that require major capital funding shall be reviewed by RWQC and approved by the council.
            WRP-6:  King County shall work with local water purveyors, including when the local purveyors update their water comprehensive plans, to evaluate the opportunities for water reuse within their local service area.
            WRP-7:  King County shall develop an active water reuse public education and involvement program to correspond with the development of the water reuse program and be coordinated with other water conservation education programs.
            WRP-8:  King County shall utilize a forum or multiple forums to provide opportunities for coordination and communication with the Washington state Departments of Health and Ecology, which have the principal state regulatory roles in the planning, design and construction of reuse facilities.  The county shall involve other parties on these forums, including but not limited to, the Corps of Engineers, Washington state Department of Fish and Wildlife, National Marine Fisheries Service, United States Fish and Wildlife Service, regional water suppliers, tribal governments, local water and wastewater districts, cities, local health departments, watershed forums and environmental and community groups.
            WRP-9:  King County shall work, on a case-by-case basis, with the Washington state Departments of Health and Ecology on water reuse projects including, but not limited to, those that are not specifically cited in the 1997 Department of Health and Ecology Water Reclamation and Reuse Standards.
            WRP-10:  King County shall hold and maintain the exclusive right to any reclaimed water generated by the wastewater treatment plants of King County.
            WRP-11:  King County’s water reuse program projects shall not impair any existing water rights unless compensation or mitigation for such impairment is agreed to by the holder of the affected water rights.
            WRP-12:  King County shall retain the flexibility to produce and distribute reclaimed water at all treatment plants including retaining options to add additional levels of treatment.
            WRP-13:  King County shall continue to evaluate potential funding of pilot-scale and water reuse projects, in whole or in part, from the wastewater utility rate base.
            WRP-14:  King County shall complete an economic and financial feasibility assessment, including environmental benefits, of its water reuse program.  The assessment shall include the analysis of marginal costs including stranded costs and benefits to estimate equitable cost splits between participating governmental agencies and utilities.  The assessment shall also include a review of existing and planned water and wastewater facilities in an approved plan to ensure that water reuse facilities are justified when any resulting redundant capacity as well as other factors are taken into account.
            WRP-15:  King County should pursue development of a water reuse program to discharge reclaimed water to reduce freshwater consumption used in the operation of the Ballard Locks when environmental benefits and financial conditions merit this investment and new program.  (Ord. 15602 § 5, 2006:  Ord. 13680 § 10, 1999).
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