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Metropolitan King County Council
Regional Water Quality Committee


STAFF REPORT
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	9
	Name:
	Mike Reed

	Proposed No.:
	2019-B0089
	Date:
	September 4, 2019



SUBJECT
Status of the Wastewater Treatment Division Recycled Water Program[footnoteRef:1]. [1:  The terms “reclaimed water” and “recycled water” are used interchangeably in policy and program materials associated with this program.  For consistency, this staff report will utilize the term “recycled water”.] 


SUMMARY:
The Wastewater Treatment Division has convened policy discussions with interested jurisdictions that provide water supply services, to assure consideration of their concerns in any future projects for the supply of recycled water to potential customers.    Today’s briefing will provide status on the Recycled Water Program and background on those discussions.  

BACKGROUND: 
Recycled Water Policies
The King County Code defines a range of policies addressing the reuse of water, highlighted by a requirement that the County “actively pursue the use of recycled water, while protecting public health and the environment” (KCC 28.86.100).   Other policies require a feasibility study to be reviewed by RWQC; consideration of recycled water as a possible significant new water source; coordination with regional water supply planning; development of project criteria addressing costs, uses, rate impacts, environmental benefits, and similar considerations.  The code further requires that the County work with water purveyors to evaluate opportunities for water reuse; public education; maintenance of rights to wastewater-generated recycled water; constraints on impairment of existing water rights; direction to retain the flexibility to generate recycled water from any treatment plant; evaluation of potential water reuse project funding from the wastewater rate base; development of an economic and feasibility assessment of water reuse; and development of a water reuse option to reduce freshwater consumption in operation of the Ballard Locks (Water Reuse Policies 1-15, Attachment 1.)

Recycled Water Projects
King County’s Wastewater Treatment Division makes recycled water available to customers from two plants—the Brightwater and South Wastewater Treatment Plants.  Depicted below are maps of recycled water pipes, filling stations, and facilities and customer projects.  
[image: ][image: ]

Program Focus
While there has been discussion and planning activity in past years directed towards potential broadening of the water reuse service area—that is, increasing the extent of and coverage of recycled water trunk lines—the limited demonstrated market has resulted in increased focus on refining and perfecting the existing service base, addressing such issues as storage of recycled water to facilitate consistent, reliable delivery, and addressing concerns of water purveyors regarding development of a mechanism to assure consideration of purveyor interests in undertaking reclaimed water supply projects in response to service requests.  

The need for coordination with water purveyors is a continuing focus of WTD’s recycled water strategy.  Purveyors have several interests in recycled water initiatives, including assurance that potable water supplies are not impacted, and that any recycled water project within a local water purveyor’s service area first consider concerns of the purveyor. 

In light of these interests, the WTD has convened a working table with the purveyor community, and has undertaken a schedule of engagement meetings to discuss development of a tool to guide negotiations where there is potential customer interest for recycled water.  As talks have proceeded, purveyor interests have been represented by several key water providers, including Seattle Public Utilities, Cascade Water Alliance, the City of Renton, and Soos Creek Water and Sewer District.

Discussions have centered on defining a process for engagement with water purveyors in those instances where a recycled water customer has emerged and is seeking service.  That process would need to address the interests of the retail water purveyor providing service in the specified area, as well as the recycled water customer, and the county.  The parties are discussing the development of a master agreement “template”, which would identify and address the key issues and points of negotiation that would be anticipated in any agreement process for a recycled water project.  The parties anticipate that the master agreement template or its equivalent would be the subject of an interlocal agreement between King County and the local water purveyor.  

While the timeline for the master agreement template is not entirely clear, it is anticipated that there would be transmittal of legislation to adopt the necessary interlocal agreement(s) prior to the end of 2020.  

Today’s briefing will describe the status of the recycled water program, addressing direction, challenges, priorities and next steps.  


ATTACHMENTS:

1. Water Reuse Policies

INVITED:

1. Rebecca Singer, Resource Recovery Section Manager, Wastewater Treatment Division
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