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July 15,2019

Dear Councilmember Balducci:

As parents, educators, caregivers, leaders of organizations and community advocates, we envision a future where every child has access to the
quality early learning opportunities that will set them up to thrive throughout their lives. We cherish the potential in each one of our kids and

want to see our community resources supporting them from the beginning. We believe that significant upstream investments from the Puget

Sound Taxpayer Accountability Account (PSTAA) would provide a once in a lifetime opportunity to close the opportunity gap for kids of color and

low-income children, while building lasting infrastructure for generations of King County residents.

ln December 2Ot7 the King County Council identified seven goals for PSTAA funding. Early learning, done well and with intentionality in

addressing racial disparities, is essential to all of them. Systemic structural disadvantages start from the beginning, with disparities across

cognitive, social, behavioral and health outcomes apparent at 9 months of age. A strong early start has a direct correlation with a child's
likelihood to complete school, attend college, and be involved in the criminaljustice system. Consistent, quality early learning can provide safety
and stability for children in the child welfare system, and be a protective factor against the long-term impacts of trauma for children living in

homelessness. Closing the opportunity gap for low-income children and children of color requires systems to work together to create access to
upstream supports for kids and youth.

Thank you for recognizing the importance of early learning facilities as a strategy, and we urge you to make a significant investment to create a
scalable impact. Facilities is an urgently needed component of expanding access to programs. The opportunity to partner with affordable
housing projects and create multi-use spaces that can serve families across the education continuum would be a powerful anchor for
economically vulnerable communities and those at risk of displacement. With innovative and thoughtful planning, the County could capitalize on
a rare opportunity to drive meaningful and long-lasting change.

You have heard from parents who have had to forgo a paycheck or faced increased stress and worry as they welcomed a new baby into their
family, because they could not find care, and child care providers who have had to make difficult choices about whether to pay their recycling
bill or fix their playground to maintain their license. Child care center directors have shared their challenges of having a retail space sit empty for
over a year because they could not find the capital funds to build the classroom. The child care crunch shapes not only our economy of today,
but also opportunity for our future. PSTAA has the potential to yield the highest impact with the longest-term value by investing in early learning
facilities to increase access to high-quality early learning in the county.

We urge you to support a robust allocation of PSTAA funds towards early learning facilities.

Sincerely,
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HomeSight Executive Director

SE Seottle Education Coolition Executive Director

Pine Street Group

Community Center for Education Results Executive Director

Community Doy Center for Children Director

Ch i I d h ave n Ch ief Executive Office r

YWCA Seottle lKing lSnohomish

O n eAme rico De puty D i rector

Mercy Housing Northwest President

Puget Sound Educotionol Service District Superintendent

Bellevue School District Director of Eorly Leorning

Kent Youth and Fomily Services Executive Director

Sound Child Care Solutions Executive Director

Child Care Resources Chief Executive Officer

Columbia City Consulting, Retired Head Stort Executive Director, Grondporent of 2-

, 4-, 6-, 8- ond 77-yeor olds

Portners for Our Children Public Policy Director

Thrive Washington Chief Executive Officer

Sove the Children Action Network, Parent of 22- and L2-yeor old students ond
grondparent to  -year old

E nte rprise Com m u n ity Pa rtne rs

Community Advocote, Porent of infont and 3-yeor old

Porent of 3-yeor old

Community Advocate, Parent of 77-month old ond 4-yeor old

Porent of 6- and 3- year old

Porent of 3-year old

Community Advocote, Parent of 77-month old ond  -year old

Community Advocate; Foster porent, special needs porent, ond odoptive parent;
Porent of 4- ond S-year old

Community Advocate, Porent of 3- and S-yeor old

Community Advocote, Porent of 18-month and 4-yeor old

Porent of 4- ond 2-yeor old, and 2-month old



Maki Park

Karen Ulfelman

Erico Leigh Slepak

Sandro Hoffmann

Haydee Wali

Molly Firth

Dagny Hartmann

Erin Bogdanovich

Christine AIba
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Leslie Dozono
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Friedman

Alicia Brender

Deboroh Purce

HayleyWaltz

Grace Rooney

Nothalie tones

Melyssa Lyons

Ruth Lett

Caroline
VanHarmelen

Kelly Lynch Reimer

Debbie McCormick

Makeba R Greene

Eunice Stanisci

Mariah Rosenblum

Catherine Roth

Erin Murphy

Nicole Comforto

Heother Hokomp

Tonyo Rick Sterr

tessica McColgin

tennifer Kelty

Mia tonelle Cruz

Litonya Lester

tamie Prins

Dominique AIex

Alejandra Villa

Rachel Hoas

Ryan Pricco

lill Sells, MD

Nimco Bulale

EIi Goss

Loura Close

Erin Shinnemon

tulie Ann compos

Community Advocote, Porent of 5- ond 3-year old

Community Advocote, Parent of 5- and 9-month old

Parent of 3-yeor old ond 9-month old

Parent of 4- ond 6-year olds

Community Advocate and Parent of 7-month old

Community Advocate and Parent of 3-year old

Community Advocote and Porent of 6-month old

Community Advocate and Porent of 74-month old

Community Advocate and Parent of 77-, 5- and j-yeor old

Community Advocote ond Parent of 2-year old

Community Advocate ond Porent of 4-year old

Community Advocate ond Parent of 2-yeor old

Community Center for Education Results Chief Operoting Officer, Porent of 18-
month old

Community Advocate, Porent of 5- and 7-year old

Elty Consulting, Parent of 6- and 3-year old

Washington State Associotion of Heod Stan ond ECEAP Administrative Assistant

Expedio Group Government Affoirs Manager

Parent of 4- ond 7-year old

Consultant, Porent of 3- and 6-yeor old

Eorly Learning Child Development Coordinotor, Porent of 5- ond 7}-year old

Community Advocate, Parent of 7- and  -yeor old

Community Advocate, Parent of 6-year ond 27-month old

Porent of 6-month ond 2.S-yeor old

Community Advocote, Parent of 6- ond 3-year old

Community Advocate, Porent of 7-yeor old

Community Advocote, Porent of 79-month old

Community Advocote, Porent of 3-year old

Community Advocote, Porent of 3- and 6-year old

Early Childhood Educotor, Porent of l-yeor old

Community Advocote, Parent of 4-, 6-, ond 8-yeor old

Porent of 2-, 4-, and 6-yeor old

Seattle Public Schools School Nurse Team Lead, Porent of 7- and 3-year old

Community Advocote, Porent of 3-yeor old

Community Advocate, Parent of 7}-month and 3-yeor old

Community Advocote, Parent of infant ond 4-yeor old

Community Advocote, Porent of 7-yeor old

Community Advocote, Porent of 2- and S-yeor old

Community Advocate, Parent of 4- ond 2-year old

The Children's Center at Burke Gilmon Gordens Executive Director

Community Advocote, Parent of 78-month old

Community Advocate, Parent of 72-month old

Community Advocate, Porent of j- ond S-year old

Children's Home Society of Woshington, Eorly Heod Stort/Head Stort/ECEAP
Director

Community Advocate

Public Health Proctitioner ond Community Advocote

Child Care Awore of WA Director of Policy & Advocacy, Parent of 9- and 6-yeor old

Pediotricion

OneAmerica Educotion Program Manager

OneAmerico Senior Policy Manager

Community Advocate, Parent of 5- ond 7-yeor old

Porent of 18-month old

Community Advocate, UW College of Education Groduote



Aubrey Beols

Stocy Edwards

Bish Pdul

Sarah Brady

Gretchen Stahr
Breunig

loel Ryan

lulie Marl

Amy Corey

Evelyn Lemoine

Claire Miccio

Norma Renterio Lobo

Kothryn Fiores

Lorina Person

Li Bernstein

Kdtie Renschler

Corey Snelson

Ann Knutsen

Breeann Marie
Hufford

Robert Hufford

Bridget loya

Kothy Fisher

Beth Goss

teanne McGrddy

Phoebe Anderson

Monica Harris

Sorah Crilley

Alexondra Barharia

Hava Tursky

Sarah Gray

Li Bernstein

Savannah Stdnnard

James Siri

Katie Kaiser

tanine Meyers

Nichole Flores

Rachel Kirby

Susan Leavitt

toanne Fong

Marie Brdin

Christy Qudlin

Deand Fanning

Kimberly Hoang

LaKecia Farmer

Caitlin Boiley

Sandra Taylor

Poulo Steinke

Child Care Resources Board Member, Porent of 9-month old

Community Advocate, Porent of 7-year old

Woshington STEM Policy Monoger

Child Care Resources

NW stahr Principol, Eorly Learning Advisor to the Loke woshington Institute of
Technology

WA Stote Association of Head Stort/ECEAP Executive Director

Zeno Executive Director

Child Care Resources Boord Member, Grandparent to 3-, 5-, 6- and 7-year old

Community Advocote

Community Advocote, Porent to 3- and 7-yeor old

Child Core Resources Family Resource Specialist, Porent to 6-year old

Ch i I d Ca re Re s o u rces Ch i ef Ad m i n i strative / F i n o n ci a I Off i ce r

Child Core Resources

Child Care Resources

Boinum Family Foundation West Coast Director

Child Core Resources

Community Advocote

Child Core Resources Eorly Achievers Technicol Assistance Coach

Stu rgeon Electric, Community Advocate

Maggionos, Community Advocate, Porent to S-yeor old

Halcyon Skin Core, Community Advocote

Porent Educotion I nstructor

Community Advocote, Parent of 13- ond l|-yeor old

Child Care Resources Chief Operating Officer, Porent of 7}-yeor old

Porent of 72- and 77-year old

Child Core Resources, Porent of 17-yeor old

Child Care Resources Homeless Fomily Engagement Specialist

Child Core Resources Homeless Family Engagement Speciolist, Former Eorly
Childhood Educotor

Child Core Resources

Child Care Resources

Child Core Resources, Porent of 17-, 8- and 3-year old

Early Childhood Educotion Advocate

Child Core Resources Homeless Child Care Subsidy Program Monoger

Child Care Resources Early Achievers Monoger

Child Core Resources

Child Care Resources, Parent of 76-year old

Community Advocate

Child Care Resources

Child Care Resources Early Achievers Coach, Porent of 17-, 9- ond S-yeor old

Child Care Provider, Parent

Child Care Resources

Child Core Resources

Community Advocote, Aunt to 7-month old

Community Advocote

Child Care Resources Seottle Preschool Progrom Coordinotor

SOAR I King County Early Learning Coolition Director


