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Metropolitan King County Council
Committee of the Whole

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	7
	Name:
	Jeff Muhm

	Proposed No.:
	2019-0285
	Date:
	July 1, 2019




SUBJECT

Appointment to fill the vacancy in the position of state senator for the 1st Legislative District.

SUMMARY

Proposed Motion 2019-0285 would make an appointment to fill the vacancy in the position of state senator for the 1st Legislative District. 

BACKGROUND 

The 1st Legislative District includes all or parts of the communities of Mountlake Terrace, Bothell, Kirkland and unincorporated Snohomish County. The boundaries of the district are shown in the attached map (Attachment 1).

The former state senator for the 1st Legislative District, Senator Guy Palumbo, resigned effective May 24, 2019. This has created a vacancy in the position of state representative for the 1st Legislative District.

As the legislative district covers parts of Snohomish and King Counties (see Attachment 1), the two County Councils are responsible for making an appointment to fill the vacancy. Washington Constitution, art. ll, S 15 states that the appointee must be from "the same political party as the legislator or partisan county elective officer whose office has been vacated, and shall be one of three persons who shall be nominated by the county central committee of that party." Washington Constitution, art. ll, S 15, specifies that the Councils must make the appointment "within sixty days after the vacancy occurs," otherwise the appointment authority shifts to the Governor.

The person appointed will serve until certification of the election of a successor in November 2020 (RCW 29A.24.171). 

THE CANDIDATES

ln accordance with the state constitution, the Washington State Democratic Central Committee (WSDCC) has nominated three candidates to fill the current vacancy, as described in Attachment 3. The candidates to fill the vacancy are:

1. Derek Stanford;
2. Hillary Moralez; and
3. Linda Tosti-Lane

Note that Derek Stanford currently serves as state representative from the 1st Legislative District. If the councils were to choose Derek Stanford to fill the current senate vacancy, a new vacancy would be created in the seat of state representative from the 1st Legislative District. The WSDCC has anticipated this as a possible result and has nominated three candidates to fill this potential vacancy should it occur. Those candidates include:

1. Davina Duerr
2. Hillary Moralez
3. Darshan Rauniyar

Should a vacancy occur in the seat of state representative from the 1st Legislative District, the county councils would be required to fill the appointment according to the same process described above.


ATTACHMENTS

1. Map of the 1st Legislative District
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