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Situation Awareness Can it happen here? 
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Washington State:

Summer 2017



Washington State Wildfires 1970 - 2008



Washington State Wildfires 
How the two halves differ

Westside

• Cooler/Wetter Climate

• Shorter Summer Fire Season  

• Fewer Fires

• Heavier Fuels-Brush/Timber

• More Intense Fires 

Current:

• More Fires: > 95% Human 
Caused

• King, Pierce and Snohomish 
Avg. 2,500/yr. Natural 
Vegetation Fires 

Eastside

• Warmer/Dryer Climate

• Longer Summer Fire Season

• More Fires - Lightning

• Lighter Fuels-Grasses/Timber

• Less Intense Fires 

Current: 

• More Intense Fires  Forest 
Health

• Northeastern Washington   
Avg. 600/yr. Natural Veg. 
Fires, Lightning & Human

*Washington State Fire Marshal’s Office-Fires in Washington Report 



444th Fire – Mt. Si  2013 



Tumwater Canyon - 2015



King County Fires 2013-2018



Wildfires -

Ignitions

Fuels

Weather

Topography 

Wildfire Escapes Initial Attack



California Wildfire - 2018



Buckley/Wilkeson Fire – September 2018



Ignitions

Prevention

Regulation

Fuels, Wx & Topography

Initial Attack WUI Fire Suppression   

Mutual Aid Resources (County, State and 

Federal)

WA-DNR: 97% Fires Less than 10 

Acres



Summer 2019
Fire Weather Outlook

April 2019 July 2019



Mutual Aid Resources 
Hope is not a Strategy 

• New Firewise Coordinator -
Chief McDaniel 

• Eastside Fire Wildland Team

• 4 Wildland Firefighting 
Brush Engines

• All Line Firefighters -
NWCG Wildland “Red 
Card” Training

• All Fire Engines & Ladder 
Truck w/ Wildland gear, PPE 
and Fire Shelters

• New Tactical Drone Program 
Trails, Water Rescue and 
Wildfires 

• 4 + DNR Wildland Fire 
Engines

• DNR Fire Overhead/FFs

• DNR Camp Crews

• Helicopter Resources in 
Olympia 

• DNR Co-Op Wildland Fire 
Response Agreement

• DNR Co-Op Engine @        
May Valley Fire Station

• Other County, State and 
Federal Firefighting 
Resources as needed   



Fire Risk Management 
Programming and Services: 

State and Local 



• Support current work 

• Build capacity in high-need, 
high-risk areas

• Connect communities with 
resources: 

 Mentors 

 Funding 

 Technical expertise 

WA DNR: Wildfire Prevention 

and Community 

Preparedness Program 



1. Complete a neighborhood 

assessment

2. Create a committee

3. Develop an Action Plan

4. Have an annual Firewise Day

5. Invest one hour per dwelling unit

6. Submit application for 

recognition



Firewise USA 
sites:

King County



Washington Fire Adapted 
Communities and Learning Network 

• Active fire practitioners 

• Network of learners

• Share knowledge, 

resources 

• Before, During, After Fire  



Washington Fire Adapted 
Communities

Learning Network Partners 



promoting Resilient Forests



In King County –

2/3 of land area is forested

364,000 acres held in private ownership

Forest Stewardship



Better Forests





Forest Health Stewardship Projects



Forest Health Stewardship Projects



Forest Health Stewardship Projects



Forest Health Stewardship Projects



Fire Resiliency

Fire Risk Management Planning

Firewise community Designation

Fuels Management 





STRUCTURE ZONE: 0 to 5 feet

Prevent small heat sources close to the home or structure.

ZONE 1: 0 to 30 feet

Prevent large heat sources capable of igniting the home or 

structure through radiant heat.

ZONE 2: 30 to 100 feet

Prevent high intensity fires that can rain fire brands (embers) onto 

the home or structure and ignite nearby fuels.

ZONE 3: 100+ feet

Monitor and management forest to improve forest health and 

resilience to disturbance.



Community

Wildfire Plans 





Fuels Reduction Projects



Fuels Reduction Projects



Fuels Reduction Projects



Fuels

Reduction

projects 



Firewise USA 

Site - Alpental



Firewise USA site -

Vashon Co-Housing
\



Adapting for the Future
Adapting for the Future



KING CONSERVATION DISTRICT

Thank You


