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Overview
For more than 50 years, King County communities have built public pools and aquatic centers to improve access for residents to recreation, competition and education opportunities.  This grant program is intended to assist communities across all of King County as our region grows and existing facilities become obsolete or reach capacity.  The Aquatic Centers grant program will provide funding opportunities for construction, repair or expansion of new or existing aquatic centers in King County. 

Eligible Entities
Parks levy funding for the Aquatic Centers Grant Program is intended to preserve or increase public access to aquatic centers in King County. Eligible entities include:
1. King County towns and cities;
2. Metropolitan Parks Districts;
3. School Districts;
4. Other public entities that own public aquatic facilities.

Eligible Projects
The Aquatic Centers grant program will fund projects necessary to the operation and construction of aquatic centers. The grant program will make funds available for the following expenses: 
1. Planning or feasibility studies related to development of a publicly-owned aquatic facility;
2. Land purchase;
3. Pre-construction; 
4. Design;
5. Construction;
6. Renovation;
7. Repair;
8. Expansion;
9. Other capital costs associated with the construction or continued function of an aquatic center. 

Other Guidelines for all entities
All facilities receiving funding from the Aquatic Centers grant program must allow regular public access. There is no minimum for capital requests. Capital grants for new aquatic centers are capped at $5,000,000 or 25% of a facility’s total cost, whichever is lower. Capital grants for existing facilities are capped at $5,000,000 and grants from $1 - $100,000 can provide up to 100% of a projects total cost, grants from $100,001 - $2,000,000 can provide no more than 50% of a project’s total cost and grants from $2,000,001 - $5,000,000 can provide no more than 25% of a projects total cost. If a facility serves multiple purposes, to calculate project cost, only infrastructure necessary for an aquatic center may be included.  
Grants up to $100,000 may be awarded to support planning or feasibility studies related to development of a publicly-owned aquatic facility.
To receive parks levy funds for eligible projects, the eligible entities will be required to enter into contracts with King County.
All grant awards should make clear that King County assumes no role or funding obligation for the ongoing operations, maintenance or completion of aquatic facilities. 
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