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December 28, 2018

The Honorable Joe McDermott
Chair, King County Council
Room 1200
C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember McDermott:

Pursuant to the requirement outlined in the adopted Veterans, Seniors and Human Services Levy Transition Plan, enclosed is a report certifying that 317 homeless senior veterans have obtained housing. This number represents 75 percent of the homeless senior veterans who were homeless on the day Ordinance 18555, the Veterans, Seniors and Human Services Levy ordinance, was enacted. The enclosed report, “Report Certifying that at Least 317 Homeless Senior Veterans Have Obtained Housing as Required by the Veterans, Seniors and Human Services Levy Transition Plan” is accompanied by a motion accepting the report.

Ordinance 18555 was enacted in July 21, 2017, placing before King County voters the Veterans, Seniors and Human Services Levy (VSHSL) ballot measure. Voters approved the measure with 68 percent support. The levy ordinance included a requirement that at least half of the VSHSL’s proceeds dedicated for seniors and their caregivers be used for seniors who are veterans or military servicemembers and their respective caregivers and families, until either 75 percent of the number of homeless senior veterans who were homeless on the ordinance’s date of enactment obtain housing or King County administers at least $24 million to house seniors who are also veterans or military servicemembers in King County. As of July 21, 2017, per the methodology adopted in both the VSHSL Transition Plan and the VSHSL Implementation Plan, there were 422 homeless veterans age 55 or older experiencing homelessness in King County; 75 percent of those homeless senior veterans is 317.  

Both the adopted VSHSL Transition Plan and the VSHSL Implementation Plan further required the Department of Community and Human Services (DCHS) to provide the King County Council with quarterly memoranda reporting on the progress for housing 317 homeless senior veterans. Three quarterly update memoranda were transmitted to the Council in 2018, with the latter showing that the Executive has exceeded the goal of housing 317 homeless senior veterans:
· The first memoranda was transmitted to the Council on March 30, 2018 and reported 237 homeless senior veterans in King County had obtained housing. 
· The second was transmitted to the Council on June 29, 2018 and reported that 307 homeless senior veterans in King County had obtained housing. 
· The third was transmitted to the Council on September 29, 2018 and reported that 367 homeless senior veterans in King County have obtained housing.

Pursuant to the requirement described in the VSHSL Transition Plan, the enclosed report certifies that at least 317 – 75 percent of 422 – homeless senior veterans have obtained housing.

This report demonstrates the progress King County is making towards serving homeless senior veterans, aligning with the King County Strategic Plan’s goal of making homelessness rare, brief and one-time. The report also supports the County’s Equity and Social Justice Initiative core value of preventing homelessness and increasing housing stability. Reporting on the success of VSHSL housing stability investments and strategies demonstrates commitment to ensuring that King County is accountable and operates efficiently with the resources available.  

Thank you for your continued interest in pursuing King County’s goal that veterans experiencing homelessness, particularly senior veterans, obtain and retain housing. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Leo Flor, Director, Department of Community and Human Services, at 206-263-9100.

Sincerely,



Dow Constantine
King County Executive
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