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Question
How can we expand the county’s efforts on HPV (Human Papillomavirus) to improve vaccination rates and increase screenings in an effort to reduce cervical cancer in the county?
Public Health manages several programs to address the County’s HPV vaccine and screening initiatives:
1. Prevention: As part of Best Starts for Kids (BSK), the Adolescent Immunization Quality Improvement Learning Collaborative partners with the University of Washington and the American Academy of Pediatrics to increase adolescent immunization, with a particular emphasis on HPV.  This program leverages $400k from BSK to support one FTE and an external contract.
Additionally, in 2017 the PHSKC School-Based Partnerships Program and the Immunizations Program received a grant from the Group Health Foundation ($67k for period 11/2017-8/2019) to expand an existing project working to 1) increase awareness of the benefits of HPV vaccination and 2) improve access to vaccination services at school-based health centers (SBHCs).  Based on a successful two-year project in thirteen Seattle Public Schools, Public Health is launching student-led campaigns at five additional high schools and strengthening immunization outreach to parents/guardians at six middle schools.
In 2018, the Public Health Immunization Program received a mini-grant from the American Cancer Society ($10k) to create a targeted social media campaign promoting HPV vaccine to reach parents of middle and high school students in King County, add information to our PHSKC SBHC webpage about SBHCs and the services they provide (emphasis on HPV vaccination), and design and mail postcards to approximately 250 primary care practices in Seattle, Burien, Tukwila, Vashon and Bellevue to remind them about SBHCs and include link to the new webpage.
2. Breast Cervical & Colon Health Program (BCCHP)
The BCCHP Program provides roughly 1300 HPV tests per year but does not currently vaccinate for HPV. The program subcontracts with health care providers and organizations to provide direct services to individuals in their communities.  BCCHP eligibility and screening policies reflect CDC guidelines given CDC funds the program through the Washington Department of Health.  The entire BCCHP program budget is $3.1M in 2019-2020.  Additional testing is available through the STD clinic, which provides about 200 cervical cancer screening tests per year.
Outreach contractors include messaging around BCCHP including the importance of cervical cancer screening, and the Community Health Access Program (CHAP) helps refer clients to  BCCHP eligible clinics.  
3. CHS Program Overview
Sexual and reproductive health services are provided at three primary care clinics (Downtown, Eastgate, and Navos), four Family Planning clinics (Auburn, Federal Way, Kent and Eastgate), all school-based health centers (four of which are operated by Public Health and the rest by community partners), and all of our Health Care for the Homeless Network clinics and their partners.  These sexual health services include HPV vaccines, primarily for people under the age of 19.  HPV vaccine is purchased and supplied by the Vaccine for Children (VFC) program.  A limited amount of state-sponsored HPV vaccine is also available for those aged 19-26, however this supply is only sporadically available from Washington State Department of Health.
Between 2017 and September of 2018, the Public Health Family Planning and Primary Care clinics 1554 individuals initiated the HPV vaccination series. Because this vaccine is expensive, there is a gap in our uninsured clients.  Should more HPV vaccine be made available, more public health clients would receive the HPV vaccination, particularly those who are uninsured aged 19-26.  Currently, almost 50% of our family planning visits are uninsured.  
In addition, our clinics provide cervical cancer screening to all eligible patients.  Within the family planning program, we have a very high screening rate above 80%.  We also serve a large Latina population and uninsured and underinsured patients.
The Family Planning Program has six community-based health educators who work in schools and community-based agencies serving youth and young adults.  Educators provide direct health education on how to prevent HPV and link youth to care for HPV vaccines and cervical cancer screening clinical services.  One of the health educators also worked with Public Health Immunization Program’s HPV Vaccine Peer Champion program.
In addition, the Family Planning Program created a comprehensive, medically accurate, age-appropriate, and inclusive sexual health curriculum for elementary, middle school, high school and special education.  This curriculum is used across the country. One of goals of the curriculum is to help young people access clinical services. 
This work is provided within the broader scope of CHS clinical services and Family Planning health education.  The costs are included in these larger program budgets.  
Each of these programs could increase its scale to varying degrees with additional funding.  Suboptimal HPV vaccination rates in King County are attributable to multiple barriers among health care providers, parents and adolescents, and include missed clinical opportunities, misinformation, lack of knowledge, and insufficient access and/or system gaps. The following strategies could be applied to expand efforts: 
1. Purchase more HPV vaccine to increase coverage among the county’s uninsured and other vulnerable populations.
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]Fund an FTE Care Coordinator to help clients receiving sexual health services improve completion rates of HPV vaccine series and timely cervical cancer screening and follow-up as indicated (such as diagnostic testing like colposcopy). 
3. Increase funding for outreach and engagement programs such as the “HPV Vaccine Peer Champion” program.
4. Support policy changes to address the following issues: 
a. Improve patient confidentiality for clients aged 19-26 under their parent’s insurance by ensuring patients have the opportunity to limit disclosure of services to the policy holder.
b. Mandate sexual health education in school in Washington State so young people receive accurate information about how to prevent HPV and access services if they need them. 



