
Attachment A 
15219



                15219



                15219



                15219



                15219



                15219



                15219



                15219



                15219



                15219



                15219



                15219



                15219



                15219



                15219



                15219



                15219



                15219



Services Contract  

Department of Executive Services 
Finance and Business Operations Division 
Procurement and Contract Services Section 
206-263-9400 TTY Relay: 711 

 
Exhibit A to Contract #___6031977_____ 

PROJECT SPECIFICATIONS AND SCOPE OF WORK 

PART A – INTRODUCTION 

The King County Council and King County Executive work together to set the state 
legislative agenda for King County. The King County Council and King County 
Executive direct the government relations advocacy program through the Committee of 
the Whole. The Government Relations advocacy program is charged with monitoring, 
tracking, and advocating the breadth of King County policy and fiscal issues of 
importance being considered by the State Legislature. In keeping with this policy, the 
King County Council and King County Executive are requesting state government 
relations consultant proposals for the 2019 legislative session as well as the months 
prior and following for according preparatory and follow-up activities. During the term of 
this contract, King County reserves the right to modify the scope of services to 
recognize changing and emerging issues and the contract amount to reflect amount of 
work to be performed by the consultant. 

PART B - SCOPE OF SERVICES 

Services performed by the consultant would allow King County officials in both the 
legislative and executive branches to keep abreast of developments on a broad range 
of issues being considered by the state legislature. On a selected group of issues, the 
consultant would provide more in-depth services including advocacy on the county’s 
behalf. A list of the issues on which the consultant would provide advocacy, monitoring, 
and reporting services is included as a part of the scope of services. The consultant 
would provide the following services: 

1. Advocacy Services 

a.  The consultant will assist the King County Executive’s Government Relations 
Team and King County Council’s Government Relations Team in developing a 
state legislative agenda and an action plan for achieving the policy objectives set 
forth in the state legislative agenda. At the direction of county government 
relations staff, this may include meetings with department staff and county 
officials to understand and develop legislation, testimony, and detailed legislative 
strategies. 

b.  The consultant shall advise the County Council, the County Executive, and 
county staff with respect to proposed legislation including the timing and nature 
of direct County contacts with legislators and other state officials. As requested, 
the consultant shall coordinate with county government relations staff to facilitate 
meetings between King County elected officials and legislators. 
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c.  The consultant will maintain regular contact with King County’s state delegation, 

legislative leadership, key legislative committees, and the executive branch of 
state government involved in the development of legislation, pertaining to 
operation of the county, as directed by the King County Council’s Government 
Relations Team and the King County Executive’s Government Relations Team. 

d.  Issues Covered by Advocacy: 

• General County Government 

• County Taxes and Revenue 

• Transportation & Infrastructure 

• Growth Management and Land Use 

• Water, Sewer, Solid & Hazardous Waste 

• Environmental Protections & Regulation 

• Criminal Justice & Corrections 

• Human Services 

• Public Health & Health Reform Implementation 

• Other Issues as Assigned 

2.  Monitoring and Reporting Services 

a.  The consultant will monitor actions by the state legislature and the state 
executive branch on all issues of concern to the county and attend meetings of 
public interest groups and state organizations regarding topics of interest to King 
County. As requested, the consultants may be required to assist with bill analysis 
software or applications used to solicit county department staff feedback on 
legislation. 

b.  The consultant will provide status reports to the King County Council‘s 
Government Relations Team, the King County Executive’s Government 
Relations Team, and the Committee of the Whole - on relevant issues and 
prepare memoranda and other information as requested by the County. This may 
include, but not be limited to, comprehensive weekly written reports as well as 
weekly and ad-hoc conference calls. 

c.  The consultant will consult with the King County Council’s Government Relations 
Team and the King County Executive’s Government Relations Team to identify 
the most effective means for assuring that the items on the adopted King County 
Legislative agenda are addressed by the Washington State Legislature. This may 
include, but not be limited to, weekly in-person meetings throughout legislative 
session as well as weekly and ad-hoc conference calls. 
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d.  Issues Covered by Monitoring and Reporting: 

• General County Government 

• County Taxes and Revenue 

• Transportation & Infrastructure 

• Growth Management and Land Use 

• Water, Sewer, Solid & Hazardous Waste 

• Environmental Protections & Regulation 

• Criminal Justice & Corrections 

• Human Services 

• Public Health & Health Reform Implementation 

• Other issues as Assigned 
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Exhibit B to Contract #___6031977_____ 
COMPENSATION AND METHOD OF PAYMENT 

A. The County shall reimburse the Consultant for satisfactory completion and 
County's acceptance of the services and requirements specified in this Contract 
in an amount not to exceed $11,000.00 per month, inclusive of all taxes. 
 

B. For any partial month of services rendered, the monthly rate shall be prorated 
based on the number of calendar days worked divided by the total number of 
calendar days in the month.  
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REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 
Department of Executive Services 
Finance and Business Operations Division 
Procurement and Payables Section 
206-263-9400 TTY Relay: 711 

ADVERTISED DATE: MAY 30, 2018 

Request for Proposal Title: State Government Relations Consultant 

Requesting Dept./Div. King County Council – Legislative Branch 

RFP Number: 1139-18-VLN 

Due Date: June 13, 2018- 2:00 p.m. 

Buyer: Victoria Nakamichi vicki.nakamichi@kingcounty.gov 206- 263-9299 

Alternate Buyer: Linda McKinly linda.mckinly@kingcounty.gov  206- 263-9701 

No Pre-Proposal 
Conference 

Sealed proposals are hereby solicited and will only be received by: 
King County Procurement and Payables Section 

Chinook Building, 3rd Floor 
401 Fifth Avenue 

Seattle, WA 98104 
Office Hours: 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

PROPOSERS MUST COMPLETE AND SIGN THE FORM BELOW (TYPE OR PRINT) 

Company Name 

Address City/State /Postal Code 

Signature Authorized Representative/Title (Print name and title) 

Email Phone Fax 

Company Headquarters Located in State/Province of 

Prime Proposer SCS Certification number (if applicable see Section II, E & Attachment A of this 
RFP) 

Sub-Consultant SCS Certification number (if applicable) 

Upon request, this Request for Proposals will be provided in alternative formats such as 
Braille, large print, audiocassette or computer disk for individuals with disabilities.

Exhibit D
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Sealed proposals are hereby solicited and will be received only at the office of the King County 
Procurement and Payables Section at 401 Fifth Avenue, 3rd Floor, Seattle, Washington, 98104, no 
later than 2:00 p.m. on the date noted above. These services shall be provided to King County in 
accordance with the following and the attached instructions, requirements, and specifications.  
Proposal: King County requires the proposer to sign and return this entire Request for Proposal 
(RFP) document. The proposer shall provide one unbound original and one (1) copy of the proposal 
response, data or attachments offered, for two (2) items total. The original in both cases shall be 
noted or stamped "Original". In addition, provide two (2) flashdrives, with either one (1) pdf version of 
the proposal, one (1) Microsoft Word version of the proposal, or both. 

Questions: Proposers will be required to submit any questions in writing prior to the close of 
business Wednesday, June 6, 2018 in order for staff to prepare any response required to be 
answered by Addendum. Questions are best received and most quickly responded to when sent via 
e-mail directly to the Buyers listed on page one of this RFP.  When doing so, please make sure 
that both buyers are copied on your e-mail(s). 
SECTION I - GENERAL INFORMATION 
A. King County is an Equal Opportunity Employer and does not discriminate against individuals or 

firms because of their race, color, creed, marital status, religion, age, sex, national origin, sexual 
orientation, or the presence of any mental, physical or sensory handicap in an otherwise qualified 
handicapped person. 

B. All submitted proposals and evaluation materials become public information and may be reviewed 
by appointment by anyone requesting to do so at the conclusion of the evaluation, negotiation, 
and award process. This process is concluded when a signed contract is completed between King 
County and the selected Consultant. Please note that if an interested party requests copies of 
submitted documents or evaluation materials, a standard King County copying charge per page 
must be received prior to processing the copies. King County will not make available photocopies 
of pre-printed brochures, catalogs, tear sheets or audio-visual materials that are submitted as 
support documents with a proposal. Those materials will be available for review at King County 
Procurement. 

C. No other distribution of proposals will be made by the Proposers prior to any public disclosure 
regarding the RFP, the proposal or any subsequent awards without written approval by King 
County. For this RFP all proposals received by King County shall remain valid for ninety (90) days 
from the date of proposal. All proposals received in response to this RFP will be retained. 

D. Proposals shall be prepared simply and economically, providing a straightforward and concise but 
complete and detailed description of the Proposer’s abilities to meet the requirements of this RFP. 
Fancy bindings, colored displays and promotional materials are not desired. Emphasis shall be on 
completeness of content. 

E. King County reserves the right to reject any or all proposals that are deemed not responsive to its 
needs. 

F. In the event it becomes necessary to revise any part of this RFP, addenda shall be created and 
posted at the King County Procurement web site. Addenda will also be conveyed to those 
potential Proposers providing an accurate e-mail address. If desired, a hard copy of any addenda 
may be provided upon request. 

G. King County is not liable for any cost incurred by the Proposer prior to issuing the contract. 
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H. A contract may be negotiated with the proposer whose proposal would be most advantageous to 
King County in the opinion of the King County Council all factors considered. 

I. It is proposed that if a selection is made as a result of this RFP, a contract with a fixed price/prices 
will be negotiated. Negotiations may be undertaken with the Proposer who is considered to be the 
most suitable for the work. This RFP is primarily designed to identify the most qualified firm. Price 
and schedule will be negotiated with the “first choice” Proposer; negotiations may be instituted 
with the second choice and subsequent Proposer until the project is canceled or an acceptable 
contract is executed. 

J. The contents of the proposal of the selected Proposer shall become contractual obligations if a 
contract ensues. Failure of the Proposer to accept these obligations may result in cancellation of 
their selection. 

K. A contract between the Consultant and King County shall include all documents mutually entered 
into specifically including the contract instrument, the original RFP as issued by King County, and 
the response to the RFP. The contract must include, and be consistent with, the specifications and 
provisions stated in the RFP. 

L. News releases pertaining to this RFP, the services, or the project to which it relates, shall not be 
made without prior approval by, and then only in coordination with, the King County Council.. 

M. King County Code 2.93.40 prohibits the acceptance of any proposal after the time and date 
specified on the Request for Qualifications. There shall be no exceptions to this requirement. 

N. King County agencies’ staff are prohibited from speaking with potential Proposers about the 
project during the solicitation.  Please direct all questions to the Buyers listed on page one of 
this RFP. 

 NOTE: Documents and other information are available in alternate formats for individuals with 
disabilities upon advance request by calling the Procurement Receptionist at 206-263-9400 or 
TTY711. 

O. Protest Procedure - King County has a process in place for receiving protests based upon either 
proposals or contract awards. If you would like to receive or review a copy, please contact the 
Buyer named on the front page of this document or call Procurement and Payables at 206-263-
9400. 

P. Term Service Requirement 

 If a contract is awarded based on this RFP, it may contain the following provision: 

Contract Extension 
The initial contract period will be for one (1) year from the start date of the contract. The term of 
the contract may be extended for two (2) additional one-year periods for a total contract duration 
of three (3) years, in accordance with the County's best interest and at the sole option of the 
County. Prices shall remain firm for the duration of the contract period. Reasonable price changes 
based on market conditions and price/cost analysis may be requested. Requests for any such 
changes are to be made in writing to the King County Council and approved by the County 
Executive or his/her designee. Any agreed-to change shall take effect at the time of the contract 
extension and shall remain in effect throughout the extension period. The parties hereto recognize 
that such changes could be increases or decreases in the prices; both parties are entitled to 
benefit from such price changes. 
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Q. Electronic Commerce and Correspondence. King County is committed to reducing costs and 
facilitating quicker communication to the community by using electronic means to convey 
information. As such, most Invitations to Bid, Requests for Proposal, and Request for 
Qualifications as well as related exhibits, appendices, and issued addenda can be found on the 
King County Internet Web Site, located at 
http://www.kingcounty.gov/operations/procurement.  Current bidding opportunities and information 
are available by accessing “Solicitations and Bids” under the for Business menu on the left 
hand side of the page. 

 King County Procurement and Payables features an Online Vendor Registration (OVR) program 
that permits vendors, consultants and contractors to register their business with the County. This 
OVR system allows interested parties to either directly register their firm by creating a unique User 
ID, or to visit the website as a guest. Information regarding bid documents will be available to all 
users; however, site visitors accessing the site as a guest will not be able to document their 
interest in a project or add their name to the document holder’s list. They will receive no automatic 
notification of issued addenda. As such, the County encourages full registration in order to directly 
communicate with document holders regarding any issued addenda or other important information 
concerning the solicitation.  

 After proposals have been opened in public, the County will post a listing of the businesses 
submitting proposals, and any final award determination made.   

 Full information on vendor registration is available at the website. 
 If you are viewing a paper version of this RFP, you may download this document at 

http://www.kingcounty.gov/operations/procurement. Navigate to the ”Solicitations and Bids” web 
page. There you can view the web pages either as a guest or by logging-in as a registered 
vendor. Search for 1139-18 to access documents specifically for this solicitation and follow the 
resulting link to navigate to the ”Solicitation Details” web page.  

R. Unless otherwise requested, letters and other transmittals pertaining to this RFP will be issued to 
the e-mail address noted in our files, and after proposal, noted on the first page of this document. 
If other personnel should be contacted via e-mail in the evaluation of this proposal, or to be 
notified of evaluation results, please complete the information in the table below. 

Contact Name Title Phone E-mail address 
    

    

S. Washington State Public Records Act (RCW 42.56) requires public agencies in Washington to 
promptly make public records available for inspection and copying unless they fall within the 
specified exemptions contained in the Act, or are otherwise privileged. 

T. Proposals submitted under this RFP shall be considered public documents and with limited 
exceptions proposals that are recommended for contract award will be available for inspection and 
copying by the public.  

 If a Proposer considers any portion of his/her proposal to be protected under the law, the 
Proposer shall clearly identify on the page(s) affected such words as “CONFIDENTIAL,” 
PROPRIETARY” or “BUSINESS SECRET.” The Proposer shall also use the descriptions above in 
the following table to identify the effected page number(s) and location(s) of any material to be 
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considered as confidential (attach additional sheets as necessary). If a request is made for 
disclosure of such portion, the County will review the material in an attempt to determine whether 
it may be eligible for exemption from disclosure under the law. If the material is not exempt from 
public disclosure law, or it the County is unable to make a determination of such an exemption, 
the County will notify the Proposer of the request and allow the Proposer ten (10) days to take 
whatever action it deems necessary to protect its interests. If the Proposer fails or neglects to take 
such action within said period, the County will release the portion of the Proposal deemed subject 
to disclosure. By submitting a Proposal, the Proposer assents to the procedure outlined in this 
paragraph and shall have no claim against the County on account of actions taken under such 
procedure. 

Type of exemption Beginning Page / Location Ending Page / Location 
   

   

U. Proposers are urged to use recycled/recyclable products and both sides of paper for printed and 
photocopied materials, whenever practicable, in preparing responses to this RFP. 

V. During the solicitation process, King County strongly discourages the transmittal of Company 
information, brochures, and other promotional materials, other than address, contact and e-mail 
information, prior to the due date of proposals. Any pre-packaged material received by a potential 
Proposer prior to the receipt of proposals shall not be reviewed by the County. 

W. Responsible Contracting  
Note that the County will issue the “King County Responsibility Detail & Attestation Form” to the 
top ranked Proposer, who will then complete the form and return it to the County within a time 
period to be specified in the transmittal. 

Contractor Responsibility – Compliance with Federal, State and Local Law  
For all contracts with a value of $100,000 or more, the selected Proposer must meet the 
requirements set forth in King County Code 2.93.120 regarding historic compliance with 
environmental, worker safety, and labor and human trafficking laws. Historic compliance is defined 
as a minimum of three (3) years preceding the submittal date for the solicitation. 
The County shall conduct a review in order to determine the selected Proposer’s responsibility 
related to these areas. Failure to fully answer any responsibility question, or otherwise be out of 
compliance with the requirements of the code as determined by the County, shall eliminate the 
Proposer from consideration of award. 

X. Exhibit A – Sample Contract 
Attached as Exhibit A is a copy of a sample contract for Technical Services, provided to inform 
Proposers of the expected terms and conditions required by the County. This contract represents 
the contractual language approved by various representative agencies and departments within the 
County. Based on this approval, the County does not encourage deviations from the terms and 
conditions contained in the contract. Requests for changes or modifications could create delays in 
the contracting process with the selected contractor, and may result in the cancellation of 
negotiations with the top-ranked Proposer. 
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This contract is being provided for informational purposes only, and does not need to be returned 
to the County with the Request proposal. 
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SECTION II - PROJECT SPECIFICATIONS AND SCOPE OF WORK 

PART A – INTRODUCTION 

The King County Council and King County Executive work together to set the state legislative agenda 
for King County. The King County Council and King County Executive direct the government relations 
advocacy program through the Committee of the Whole. The Government Relations advocacy 
program is charged with monitoring, tracking, and advocating the breadth of King County policy and 
fiscal issues of importance being considered by the State Legislature. In keeping with this policy, the 
King County Council and King County Executive are requesting state government relations consultant 
proposals for the 2019 legislative session as well as the months prior and following for according 
preparatory and follow-up activities. During the term of this contract, King County reserves the right to 
modify the scope of services to recognize changing and emerging issues and the contract amount to 
reflect amount of work to be performed by the consultant. 

PART B - SCOPE OF SERVICES 

Services performed by the consultant would allow King County officials in both the legislative and 
executive branches to keep abreast of developments on a broad range of issues being considered by 
the state legislature. On a selected group of issues, the consultant would provide more in-depth 
services including advocacy on the county’s behalf. A list of the issues on which the consultant would 
provide advocacy, monitoring, and reporting services is included as a part of the scope of services. 
The consultant would provide the following services: 

1. Advocacy Services 

a.  The consultant will assist the King County Executive’s Government Relations Team and King 
County Council’s Government Relations Team in developing a state legislative agenda and an 
action plan for achieving the policy objectives set forth in the state legislative agenda. At the 
direction of county government relations staff, this may include meetings with department staff 
and county officials to understand and develop legislation, testimony, and detailed legislative 
strategies. 

b.  The consultant shall advise the County Council, the County Executive, and county staff with 
respect to proposed legislation including the timing and nature of direct County contacts with 
legislators and other state officials. As requested, the consultant shall coordinate with county 
government relations staff to facilitate meetings between King County elected officials and 
legislators. 

c.  The consultant will maintain regular contact with King County’s state delegation, legislative 
leadership, key legislative committees, and the executive branch of state government involved 
in the development of legislation, pertaining to operation of the county, as directed by the King 
County Council’s Government Relations Team and the King County Executive’s Government 
Relations Team. 

d.  Issues Covered by Advocacy: 

• General County Government 

• County Taxes and Revenue 
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• Transportation & Infrastructure 

• Growth Management and Land Use 

• Water, Sewer, Solid & Hazardous Waste 

• Environmental Protections & Regulation 

• Criminal Justice & Corrections 

• Human Services 

• Public Health & Health Reform Implementation 

• Other Issues as Assigned 

2. Monitoring and Reporting Services 

a.  The consultant will monitor actions by the state legislature and the state executive branch on 
all issues of concern to the county and attend meetings of public interest groups and state 
organizations regarding topics of interest to King County. As requested, the consultants may 
be required to assist with bill analysis software or applications used to solicit county 
department staff feedback on legislation. 

b.  The consultant will provide status reports to the King County Council‘s Government Relations 
Team, the King County Executive’s Government Relations Team, on relevant issues and 
prepare memoranda and other information as requested by the County. This may include, but 
not be limited to, comprehensive weekly written reports as well as weekly and ad-hoc 
conference calls. 

c.  The consultant will consult with the King County Council’s Government Relations Team and 
the King County Executive’s Government Relations Team to identify the most effective means 
for assuring that the items on the adopted King County Legislative agenda are addressed by 
the Washington State Legislature. This may include, but not be limited to, weekly in-person 
meetings throughout legislative session as well as weekly and ad-hoc conference calls. 

d.  Issues Covered by Monitoring and Reporting: 

• General County Government 

• County Taxes and Revenue 

• Transportation & Infrastructure 

• Growth Management and Land Use 

• Water, Sewer, Solid & Hazardous Waste 

• Environmental Protections & Regulation 

• Criminal Justice & Corrections 

• Human Services 

• Public Health & Health Reform Implementation 

• Other issues as Assigned 
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PART C - PROPOSAL FORMAT 

The proposal shall consist of one (1) copy of the following: 

1. Letter of interest; 

2. Resumes of all staff assigned to King County’s Legislative program; 

3. Proposal containing the following information: 

a. Applicant’s experience and working relationship with state legislative leadership and with 
King County’s state legislative delegation.  

b. Applicant’s advocacy experience, if any, for General County Government issues, including: 
Taxes and Revenue; Transportation & Infrastructure; Growth Management and Land Use; 
Water, Sewer, Solid & Hazardous Waste; Environmental Protections & Regulation; Criminal 
Justice & Corrections; Human Services; and Public Health & Health Reform Implementation.  

c. Applicant’s experience in advocating for fiscal and policy objectives with state executive and 
legislative branches. Detail outcomes. 

d. List of three references for which you have performed similar advocacy services, within the 
last three years, including names, email addresses and phone numbers. 

e. A client list from 2016-2018 and any known clients for 2019. 

PART D - EVALUATION CRITERIA 

Proposals will be ranked according to the following criteria: 

Evaluation Criteria 
Possible 
Points 

Experience advocating for fiscal and policy objectives with executive and 
legislative branches of state government.  

35  

Demonstrated working relationship with legislative leadership and King County’s 
state legislative delegation 

35 

Extent of experience advocating county government issues before the state, 
including past record of achieving legislative programs/issues for clients 

20 

SCS (Small Contractors & Suppliers) Participation 10 

Written Points Available 100 

Oral Interview – Selection Committee (Optional) 50 

Oral Interview – King County Councilmembers (Optional) 50 

Total Points Available Written and Oral Interviews 200 
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If an award is not made based on the written evaluations alone, King County may elect to conduct 
interviews with the top-ranked proposers. If interviews are conducted by the selection committee, they 
will be worth a total of 50 points. If interviews are conducted with King County Councilmembers, they 
will be worth a total of 50 points. Final award would then be based on the sum total of the written and 
oral evaluations. 

PART E - KING COUNTY CONTRACTING OPPORTUNITIES PROGRAM (SEE ATTACHMENT A) 

Attachment A – SCS Submission Form must be completed to be eligible to receive 
available points for SCS participation. Include one original and one copy of the completed 
SCS Submission Form, and include this document as the first page of your submission. 

The purpose of the King County Contracting Opportunities Program is to maximize the participation of 
Small Contractors and Suppliers (SCS) through the use of rating points in the award of King County 
competitively bid contracts for the acquisition of technical services. The program is open to all firms 
that are certified as an SCS by King County's Business Development and Contract Compliance 
Office. 

A “Small Contractor or Supplier” (SCS) means that a business and the person or persons who own 
and control it are in a financial condition, which puts the business at a substantial disadvantage in 
attempting to compete for public contracts. The relevant financial condition for eligibility under the 
Program is available online at www.kingcounty.gov/scscertification.  

A "Certified Firm” means a business that has applied for participation in King County's Contracting 
Opportunities Program, and has been certified as an SCS by the King County Business Development 
and Contract Compliance (BDCC) office. Information about becoming a Certified Firm, as well as a 
list of Certified Firms, may be obtained by visiting the King County’s Contracting Opportunities 
Program Website address:  http://www.kingcounty.gov/exec/BusinessDev.aspx or contacting the 
Program office at 206-477-9734.  

In the evaluation of submittals, ten (10) points will be allotted for SCS participation. King County will 
count only the participation of SCSs that are certified by King County at the date and time of 
submittal. After tabulation of the selection criteria points of all prime submitters, ten (10) points shall 
be added to the score of all submittals that meet at least one of the two following sub-criterion:   

1. If the Prime Proposer is a Certified SCS firm and includes its SCS certification number on the 
SCS Submission Form (Attachment A), the Proposer shall be eligible to receive the 
maximum points for this criterion. 

2. If the Prime Proposer is not a Certified SCS firm, but will use Certified SCS firms for at least 
ten percent (10%) of the total contract labor hours for the work to be performed in this 
contract, as identified in the SCS Submission Form (Attachment A) that is provided in this 
document, the Proposer shall be eligible to receive the maximum points for this criterion. 

SCS participation shall be counted only for SCSs performing a commercially useful function 
according to custom and practice in the industry. A commercially useful function is defined as a 
specific scope of work for which the SCS has the management and technical expertise to 
perform using its own workforce and resources.  
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PART F - INSURANCE  

The selected Consultants shall furnish, at a minimum, Auto Liability in compliance with the statutory 
requirements of RCW 46.30. 

Such policy/policies shall endorse King County, and its appointed and elected officials, 
officers, agents and employees as additional insureds.   

King County reserves the right to approve deductible/self-insured retention levels and the 
acceptability of insurers.   

PART G - REQUIRED FORMS 

Unless otherwise noted, the following completed forms will be required from the selected contractor 
prior to contract award, but need not be included in their Proposal.  These forms are available at the 
following URL: http://www.kingcounty.gov/procurement/Forms.aspx. 

Complete and submit when requested. 

1. Responsibility Detail and Attestation Form 

PART H - PROPOSAL CHECKLIST 

1. One (1) signed copy of entire RFP package (page 1-11 only). 

2. One (1) signed copy of any Addendum that was issued.  (If it has signature box at bottom of first 
page, it must be returned.)   

3. One (1) unbound copy of Proposal response marked “Original.” 

4. One (1) copy of Proposal response. 

5. One (1) original and one (1) copy of Attachment A (SCS Submission Form) 

6. Two (2) Flashdrives, with either one (1) pdf version of the Proposal or one (1) Microsoft Word 
version of the Proposals or both.  If you have samples or attachments to your Proposal, please 
include them on flashdrives also. (Please label your flashdrives with company’s name) 

7. Complete the Bid Identification Label below (or reasonable facsimile) and attach it to a prominent 
place on the exterior of the submission envelope, box, etc. 
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Bid No.: RFP 1139-18-VLN 

Bid Title: STATE GOVERNMENT RELATIONS CONSULTANT 
Due Date:       

Vendor:       
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FOSTER GOVERNMENT RELATIONS 

SHAW – GOVERNMENT RELATIONS 

June 13, 2018 

Request for Proposal 

RFP 1139-18-VLN 

State Government Relations Consultant 

Michael Shaw  David Foster 

5411 40th Ave SW 3646 – 48th Ave SW 

Seattle, WA 98136 Seattle, WA  98116 

206-595-6108 206-372-8523
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June 13, 2018 

 
 
Victoria Nakamichi  
King County Procurement and Payables Section 
Chinook Building, 3rd Floor 
401 Fifth Avenue 
Seattle, WA 98104 
 
Dear Ms. Nakamichi: 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to respond to this Request for Proposal (RFP 1139-18-VLN) for 
State Government Relations Consultant for King County.  As the current contract lobbyists and 
former long time employees and representatives of local government, we would be honored to 
continue to be a part of the team working to enhance the economic vitality and quality of life 
for the population of King County. 
 
We have the skills, contacts and experience to support King County in Olympia and throughout 
the state as needed.  Together we have over forty years of direct lobbying in Olympia and 
nearly fifty years of working in and for local and state government.  We have both represented 
large governments and a broad range of clients that cover all of the issue areas discussed in the 
RFP.  In addition to the information provided by our attached resumes, we offer the following 
strengths that will benefit King County: 
 

• We have good bipartisan working relationships with legislators from around the state, 
especially those in King County. 
 

• We are known for being strong team players and can work well with coalitions including 
the Washington State Association of Counties, and the Washington Association of 
County Officials to support King County’s legislative agenda.  

 

• Our working style involves close coordination with the clients we represent, both to 
keep them well-informed of what is happening on relevant issues during the legislative 
session and also to involve them directly, if they desire and as needed, in affecting 
outcomes.  

 
Together, we have represented many diverse clients.  This diversity has allowed us to work with 
legislators, coalitions, organizations and other lobbyists from around the state.  We have had 
success working large difficult issues, including operating, capital and transportation budgets, 
as well as smaller focused policy issues.  Each issue requires a unique game plan and must be 
approached with individual strategies to maximize the probability of success.  We have a strong 
record of developing a winning approach to issues, which we begin with our clients well before 
the legislative session begins in January. 
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Victoria Nakamichi  
June 13, 2018 
Page 2 
 
 

Our qualifications, including examples of our resumes, approach to the scope of work, related 
work, proposal costs and references, are attached.  We are happy to supply additional 
information as requested. 

As former employees and current residents of King County we would be proud to have the 
opportunity to continue to represent King County and work with you as your lobbyists.  We look 
forward to hearing from you regarding the next step in the selection process.  

Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
David Foster        Michael Shaw 
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Executive Summary 

With over three decades of local government lobbying success, David Foster and Michael Shaw 

have demonstrated experience and skill in helping to build and execute legislative agendas for 

large and small public jurisdictions – from King County to the Grant County Fire District. #3. 

 

They work directly with staff and elected officials of the jurisdiction to understand the 

jurisdiction’s issues, use their knowledge of issues to communicate with other organizations with 

both similar and opposing interests to determine legislative strategies for their clients and work 

directly with legislators to achieve the jurisdiction’s legislative goals.  They work hard to keep 

the client well-informed throughout the legislative process and know when to utilize the clients 

to represent their own interests at the legislature.   

 

There are three facets to local government lobbying:  substantive policy work, public works 

requests (both capital and transportation) and operating budget priorities.  David Foster and 

Michael Shaw have unique qualifications in all three facets. 

 

Having represented King County for six years as its contract lobbyists and having worked in 

various capacities for King County over several decades, Foster and Shaw can provide unequaled 

representation to King County and look forward to doing so in years to come. 

 
Qualifications 
 

David Foster: 

David Foster began his career working in a variety of governmental positions in Olympia and 

Washington D.C.  In 1996, he worked at the King County Council as the lead staff member for 

Councilmember Nickels on a range of issues including the annual budget, public health, human 

services and natural resources.  After moving to the City of Seattle and beginning his lobbying 

career in late 2001, David Foster was the lead lobbyist for the City on human services, public 

health, criminal justice, public safety, and economic development, including the state operating 

budgets for each of these issue areas.  In 2002, he became Seattle’s Chief State Lobbyist, leading 

the team while having the primary responsibilities in issue areas that included operating and 

capital budget, transportation, land use and infrastructure.  Additional duties included 

coordinating legislative outreach, researching and drafting Seattle’s legislative agenda. 

 

In late 2006, David Foster left the City of Seattle to start Foster Government Relations with 

clients that have included the American Lung Association, Apollo Group Inc., Building for the 

Arts Coalition, Cannon Power Group, City of Seattle, City of Spokane Valley, Communities In 

Schools of Washington, HistoryLink, Interior Design Coalition of Washington, King County, 

National Multiple Sclerosis Society - Greater Washington Chapter, Pacific Science Center, 

Recreational Gaming Association, Seattle Aquarium Society, Seattle Center Foundation, School 

Levy Coalition, Washington Childcare United, and Washington State Association of Counties. 
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As a representative of a diverse clientele, he has been active in almost every conceivable issue 

area, including transportation, public infrastructure, finance, revenue, arts, public health and 

human services.  He has successfully secured funding from the state’s operating, capital and 

transportation budgets and has steered policy legislation through the political minefields of 

Olympia.  He has worked to build a successful business by providing straight forward 

communication to both his clients and the elected officials that he is working with ensuring that 

all parties fully understand the issues at hand.   
 

Michael Shaw: 

 

Michael Shaw began his career in 1988 as a Deputy Prosecuting Attorney for King County, 

appearing regularly before the Superior Court, the State Court of Appeals-Division One, and the 

State Supreme Court.  Later, in 1993, Michael Shaw served the Washington State Senate as 

senate counsel before returning to King County in 1996 as Government Relations Director.  

Later, he served as policy director for the Washington State Association of Counties until leaving 

to form Shaw – Government Relations.  Since 1999, Michael Shaw has represented the City of 

Seattle, the Association of Washington Cities, Snohomish County, the Washington State Bar 

Association, American Heart Association, ARAMARK Inc., PaladinData Inc., Sound Transit, 

and the Washington State Association of Counties as their transportation lobbyist at the State 

Legislature.  Current clients include King County, Pierce County, the Washington State Transit 

Association, the American Planners Association, the American Public Works Association, 

Aladdin Bail Bonds, the Washington Association of County Officials, the American Society for 

the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals and the Washington State Association of Boundary Review 

Boards. 

 

Today, Shaw – Government Relations is known for its local government and transportation 

expertise. In 2000, the Association of Washington Cities retained him to represent the 

association on transportation matters.  In 2005, the Washington State Association of Counties 

similarly contracted with him to lobby their transportation agenda. In 2007, Michael Shaw, 

together with David Foster, led a lobbying effort that obtained $20,000,000 for public health 

agencies in Washington State.  In 2012, Michael Shaw was instrumental in obtaining $9 million 

for transit operations. In 2015, he negotiated the transit share of the transportation funding 

package that saw substantial increases in special needs transit funding, regional mobility grants, 

transit capital facility grants and rural mobility grants. Since 2014, Michael Shaw has 

successfully represented county auditors, coroners, assessors, clerks, treasurers as the 

Washington Association of County Officials lobbyist. Additionally, he has strong relationships 

with the staff of the Washington Association of Prosecuting Attorneys and the Washington 

Association of Sheriffs & Police Chiefs. 
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DAVID FOSTER 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
 
October 2006 to Foster Government Relations, Seattle, WA 
Present  Owner 

Contract lobbyist at State Legislature and local government level for 
public, non-profit and private sector clients. 

 
June 2002 to   City of Seattle, Office of Intergovernmental Relations, Seattle, WA 
October 2006  Chief State Lobbyist 

Lead staff liaison to State Legislature on behalf of the Mayor and Seattle 
City Council. Lead staff on operating, capital and transportation budgets, 
land use and infrastructure, economic development, education, Seattle 
Center and elections.  Coordinated legislative outreach with Seattle 
departments and external interest groups and drafting of legislative 
agenda. Assisted with regional government relations efforts. Managed 
two lobbyists and one administrative member. 

 
December 2001 to City of Seattle, Office of Intergovernmental Relations, Seattle, WA 
June 2002  State Legislative Liaison 

Served as liaison to State Legislature on behalf of the Mayor of Seattle 
and Seattle City Council. Lead staff on policy and operating budget for 
human services, public health, criminal justice, public safety, civil rights, 
economic development education and campaigns.  
 

March 1996 to  King County Councilmember Greg Nickels, Seattle, WA 
December 2001 Legislative Aide - Metropolitan King County Council, District 8 

Served as liaison to Councilmembers, Executive, Council and Department 
staff.  Lead staff to Councilmember on issues including the annual 
budget, King County Board of Health, Law & Justice, Human & 
Community Services, Utilities and Natural Resources.  Represented 
Councilmember in community. Press relations.  Performed constituent 
casework. Researched and drafted legislative correspondence. 

 

EDUCATION 
    

Western Washington University 
   BA, Political Science w/ History Minor, March 1992 
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MICHAEL E. SHAW 
 

Shaw- Government Relations - Providing lobbying services since 1999 
Formed by Michael Shaw in 1999, Shaw – Government Relations is the premiere public 
entity lobbying firm in Washington State.  Based in Seattle, but with an office in the 
Washington Counties Building in Olympia, Shaw – Government Relations has led large 
lobbying efforts on a wide variety of issues; from local public health financing to regional 
transportation governance.  Successfully lobbying capital budget requests, transportation 
projects and operating budget provisos, Shaw – Government Relations is known for 
providing value to its clients. 
 

PRIOR PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

WASHINGTON STATE ASSOCIATION OF COUNTIES- Policy Director 

 Olympia, Washington    November 1996 - November 1999 
Represented Washington’s 39 counties before the state legislature.  Responsible for 
initiating and developing strategic planning efforts in both public and legislative arenas.  
Liaison between WSAC and the Office of Financial Management, the Department of 
Transportation, the Department of Revenue, the Department of Social and Family 
Services, and the Department of Corrections.  In 1999, given responsibility for all 
transportation issues impacting counties. 
 

KING COUNTY - Director, Government Relations 

 Seattle, Washington    December 1995 - November 1996 
Responsible for developing and implementing county’s legislative agenda -- primarily 
focusing on county finance and regional services, including transit.  
 

SENATE REPUBLICAN CAUCUS - Staff Counsel and Floor Attorney 

 Olympia, Washington    January 1993 - December 1995 
Drafted legislation, resolutions, legal memorandums, memorials, and bill summaries for 
senators and staff. Researched legality and effect of state and federal legislation. 
Provided insight regarding public policy and political strategy to caucus members. 
Advised leadership regarding parliamentary issues. 

 

KING COUNTY PROSECUTOR'S OFFICE -Deputy Prosecutor 

Seattle, Washington    September 1988 - January 1993 
Filed and argued criminal cases before the King County District and Superior Courts, 
Washington State Court of Appeals (Division One), and the Washington State Supreme 
Court.  Extensive trial experience.  

 
EDUCATION 
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Juris doctorate, 1988 -- Northwestern School of Law of Lewis and Clark College, 
Admitted to Washington State Bar - December 1988 
Bachelor of Arts, 1985--  University of Washington, Seattle, Washington.   
Political Science Major. 
 

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS 
 Washington State Bar Association 
 Third House  
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Related Work 
 
Individually, David Foster represented the City of Seattle as their lead lobbyist from 2003 – 

2009, working on issues including taxes and revenue, transportation and human services.  In 

2009, he led the effort to allow Seattle to utilize a sales tax credit in the case of an annexation in 

the North Highline area.  

 

Michael Shaw has represented land use planners, public work officials and both city and county 

associations for the last eighteen years. Whether the issue relates to utility contracts, jail health 

care, public health clinics or transit operations, he has worked extensively in that arena. 

 

Together David Foster and Michael Shaw have successfully represented King County for the 

past six years covering all relevant issue areas.  Some examples of their work, directly from the 

legislative agenda, include ensuring that the local option MVET was included in the 2013 and 

2014 transportation proposals and that Sound Transit’s $15 billion revenue authority was 

contained in the final approved 2015 transportation package.  They have also helped to steer 

legislation to fold the Ferry District into a general King County responsibility, pass the Cultural 

Access revenue authority, and allow future Hotel/Motel taxes related to housing to be used for 

bonding purposes. 

 

In 2018, Foster and Shaw successfully lobbied the following bills for King County: 

 

• ITA video conferencing.  SB 6124 authorized courts to use video conferencing during 

ITA hearings but allow the defense counsel to request an in-person hearing.   

 

• Law enforcement and fire fighter employment.  Currently, a potential sheriff’s deputy or 

fire fighter must be a citizen.   SB 6145 expanded civil service qualifications so lawful 

permanent residents can apply to be law enforcement officers and fire fighters.   

 

• Local property tax exemption. House Bill 2597, sponsored by Rep. Pat Sullivan and 

championed by Sen. Manka Dhingra, allows cities and counties to apply the existing 

exemptions for seniors, veterans, and people with disabilities to local levies. 

 

Partnering together in 2007, Michael Shaw and David Foster successfully lobbied the legislature 

for an ongoing $20 million state appropriation for public health.  They led the effort for the only 

public health funding increase since the loss of MVET funding in 1999.  In 2018, they obtained 

$3 million for King County public health programs. 

 

Services Provided 
 
Foster and Shaw would work as directed by County Council Government Relations Director, 

Mac Nicholson, and County Executive Government Relations Director, April Putney to perform 

the following: 
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1) Develop a state legislative agenda and an action plan.  Working for a variety of clients 

big and small Foster and Shaw has a great deal of experience developing legislative 

agendas including the past six years working on behalf of King County.  We will meet 

with and work directly with the elected officials in King County as well as the staff that 

perform the day to day operations to ensure all parties have the information needed to 

build a strong and ultimately successful agenda. 

 

2) Advise the County Council, Executive and staff.  As part of developing the agenda, it 

is important to reach out to individuals and organizations that may have similar and/or 

different interests.  Foster and Shaw have worked closely with many groups in Olympia 

including but not limited to the WA State Association of Counties, Association of WA 

Cities, Association of WA Business as well as legislators throughout the state.  We will 

look for and inform the Council, Executive and staff of areas of shared interest and 

possible roadblocks  

 

3) Maintain contact with the King County legislative delegation. Due to our lengthy 

careers in Olympia, Foster and Shaw frequently meet with legislators in King County and 

throughout Washington State, including leadership of both parties, committee chairs, and 

also with the State departments and key executive staff.  These meetings help to inform 

not just the legislative agenda development but the planning and strategy that go along 

with implementing the agenda.  These meetings continue throughout the legislative 

session. 

 

4) Monitor the state legislature and executive branch. Much of lobbying is being 

available when opportunity arises so Foster and Shaw actively follow any and all 

pertinent meetings and would maintain a presence in Olympia during the November 

(Senate) and  December(House) committee days and any potential special session in the 

fall of 2018. 

 

5) Reporting. Foster and Shaw believe that the best way to ensure success with King 

County’s legislative agenda is to provide and expect straight-forward communication to 

both the client and the elected officials with whom we work, ensuring that all parties fully 

understand the issues at hand.  At a minimum, this would entail weekly correspondence 

with the King County Council’s and Executive’s Directors of Government Relations as 

well as with the appropriate elected officials.  In most cases, the communication will be 

much greater and will include frequent in person meetings, phone calls, e-mail and 

written reports as needed or as requested. 

 

6) Addressing the King County agenda.  To help ensure King County’s priorities are 

addressed by the Washington State Legislature it is important to develop a strong agenda 

as early as possible.  This will allow the lobbyists and staff to prepare legislation, line up 

sponsors, flush out proponents and opponents, and line up hearing dates.  It is also 

important to maintain clear lines of communication with legislators at all levels so that 

when (not if) a problem arises and immediate action is required we can respond 

accordingly. 
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7) Issue areas. As long-time lobbyists representing various governments and organizations, 

Foster and Shaw have unique breadth of knowledge of all aspects of county government 

including but not limited to budgets, taxes and revenue, transportation and infrastructure, 

growth management and land use, utilities, environment, criminal justice health and 

human services and general government practices.  We have extensive knowledge and 

proven work in all of these issues areas including positive working relationships with the 

appropriate legislative leaders. 
 

Proposal Costs 

During the first four years, David Foster and Michael Shaw received $10,933.33 per 

month.  During the last two years, the contract was reduced to $9,000 in order to provide 

communications resources for a sustainable funding initiative.  Going forward, Foster and Shaw 

propose a monthly fee of $11,000; the first increase in this contract in six years.  All 

transportation, assorted supply costs and other incidentals were borne by Foster and Shaw as 

independent contractors.   Any costs unforeseen by either party would be subject to future 

discussion.  

 
References 
 

David Foster 

 

Sue Anderson, Executive Director 

WA State Alliance of YMCA’s 

909 Fourth Ave,  

Seattle, WA  98104 

206-719-1270 

 

Tim Ceis, Founder 

CBE Strategic  

Former Deputy Mayor, City of Seattle 

2226 Eastlake Ave. E. #74 

Seattle, WA 98102 

206-265-1800 

 

Ann Freeman Manzanares, General Manager 

Intercity Transit 

526 Pattison St SE 

Olympia, WA 98501 

360-705-5838 
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Michael Shaw 

 

Scott Blonion, Executive Director 

Washington Association of County Officials 

206 10th Ave SE 

Olympia, WA 98501 

360-489-3043 

 

Jim Rioux, Legislative Chair 

American Public Works Association 

Olympia City Hall 

601 4th Ave East 

Olympia, WA 98501 

360-753-8484 

 

Justin Leighton, Executive Director 

Washington State Transit Association 

2629 12th Court SW 

Olympia, WA 98502 

360-786-9734 
 

 

Clients Lists 
 

David Foster 

 

Clients 2016-18: 

 

American Behavioral Health Systems: This organization provides behavioral health treatment to 

individuals including those in the state prison system.   

Building for the Arts Coalition: Advocate on behalf of diverse arts organizations for successfully 

inclusion in the biennial Capital Budget for funds through the Building for the Arts program. 

Campaign for Tobacco Free Kids: Advocate specifically on the effort to change the legal age of 

sale of tobacco products to 21 years old.   

City of Spokane: Local government work focused on transportation, environmental, utility and 

health/human services issues. 

Communities In Schools of Washington: The focus of CIS is dropout prevention through a 

unique model of coordinating community resources.  Operating budget and maintaining grant 

funding are the legislative priorities. 
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Intercity Transit (Thurston County): As Thurston County grows Intercity Transit is trying to 

increase its ability to serve the population through increased routes, vanpools and service vans.  

Legislative activity is focused on transit policy, increased voter approved revenue authority and 

overall capacity. 

King County: As a large local government the work is on a large mix of issues but focused on 

budgets, transportation, revenue, mental and public health and infrastructure.   

Knowledge Universe (Kinder Care): This national childcare provider focuses on increased 

subsidy rates for low income families and childcare policy. 

Pacific Science Center: Legislative work revolves around operating funding for science 

education in the state and capital budgets. 

Seattle Aquarium Society: The Aquarium is focused on revenue and capital budget funding 

issues.  

Washington State Alliance of Y’s:  The primary work of the Y’s is related to childcare and 

healthy living policies, revenue issues, and the Capital Budget. 

Western States Arts Federation (subcontract through Doug Levy):  Advocate for arts funding and 

new policy to promote community growth for business, tourism purposes. 

Clients expected for 2019: 

Campaign for Tobacco Free Kids 

Intercity Transit (Thurston County) 

FareStart 

KinderCare 

King County 

Pacific Science Center 

Seattle Aquarium Society 

Washington State Alliance of Y’s 

 

Michael Shaw 

 

Clients 2016-18: 

 

Pierce County:  I have represented Pierce County since December 1999. I work primarily on law 

and justice, human services, general government and tax issues 

Washington State Bar Association:  From 2013 to 2017, I represented the WSBA on issues 

ranging from corporate and trust law to elder care and administrative law.   
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American Planners Association:  Starting October 2005, I began representing the Washington 

chapter of the American Planners Association.  Their interest’s concern land use issues. 

Washington Association of County Officials: Starting December 2014, I work with WACO’s 

various affiliate associations comprised of county assessors, treasurers, auditors, sheriffs, 

prosecutors, clerks, and coroners.  

Washington State Association of Boundary Review Boards. Starting November 1st, 2005, I 

monitor all bills impacting the WSABRB and consult on legislative matters.   

Washington State Transit Association.  Starting December 2009, I represent the broad interests 

of transit association.  Primarily, I work to expand their funding options and secure their 

governance structure.   

King County.  Starting August 2012, I work with Dave Foster to represent King County on 

matters relating to transportation, human services and criminal justice.     

American Public Works Association.   Starting during the 2013 session, I work on issues 

pertaining to public infrastructure funding and construction issues.    

American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals.  Starting during the 2014 session, I 

work on issues relating to the humane treatment of pets.    

Aladdin Bail Bonds.  Starting January 2018, I began my association with Aladdin on issues 

pertaining to pretrial release.   

Clients expected for 2019: 

Aladdin Bail Bonds 

American Heart Association 

American Planners Association 

American Public Works Association 

American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 

King County 

Pierce County 

Washington Association of Boundary Review Boards 

Washington Association of County Officials 

Washington Federation of Animal Control Agencies 

Washington State Transit Association 
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	Note that the County will issue the “King County Responsibility Detail & Attestation Form” to the top ranked Proposer, who will then complete the form and return it to the County within a time period to be specified in the transmittal.
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