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SUBJECT

Today’s briefing provides an overview of All Home’s 2018 Count Us In report, which is based on King County’s January 2018 point in time count[footnoteRef:1] of individuals who were unsheltered, as well as those in shelter or transitional housing on the night of the count.  [1:  Count Us In was formerly called the One Night Count] 


SUMMARY

King County, through All Home,[footnoteRef:2] performs a federally-mandated point in time count of people experiencing homelessness on one night each year to understand the need for services, shelter and housing. This point in time count (called “Count Us In”) combines a street count of those who are unsheltered on a single night, along with data from the Homeless Management Information System (HMIS) on people in shelter or transitional housing on that same night. [2:  All Home, the local lead agency for receiving funds from the federal Continuum of Care program, is responsible for carrying out the count in King County.] 


The point in time count for 2018 was conducted during the early morning hours of January 26, 2018. It was followed by a survey of of people experiencing homelessness. On May 31, 2017, All Home released the results from the 2018 count. According to the report, a total of 12,112 people were counted as experiencing homelessness on that night, including 6,320 individuals who were counted as unsheltered (52 percent), and 5,792 (48 percent) who were in shelter or transitional housing.  

The 2018 count represents a four percent increase from the number of people counted in 2017 (11,643), which staff from All Home state is a slowing from the steeper increases experienced in recent years.[footnoteRef:3] Of those counted as homeless, however, more were counted as unsheltered: 6,320 in 2018, compared with 5,485 in 2017, a 15 percent increase. The report notes that most of this increase is due to people camping in vehicles (3,372 in 2018 compared with 2,314 in 2017).  [3:  The count used a different methodology prior to 2017, so year-to-year comparisons are difficult to make.] 


The report does note progress with some groups, most notably veterans, pointing to a 31 percent decrease in the number of homeless veterans counted.

BACKGROUND 

Point In Time Count. All Home, as the federal Continuum of Care coordinator for King County, is responsible for the annual point in time count of people experiencing homelessness This annual count, which in King County is called “Count Us In,[footnoteRef:4]” is required by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) as a condition of receiving federal homelessness services funding. The count is conducted by All Home, in partnership with local jurisdictions, human services providers, paid guides, and volunteers. Since 2006, the point in time count has been conducted in late January as a way to gauge the number of people who, even in winter, have no other option but to spend the night unsheltered. [4:  Prior to 2017, the Count was called the “One Night Count.”] 


New Counting Methodology and Data Collection Tools in 2017. For the 2017 count, the methodology that had been used in previous years was changed. This new methodology was used again for the 2018 count. It included:

· Unsheltered count. To identify the number of people without shelter on the night of the count, All Home coordinated a “street count” between 2:00 and 6:00 AM on January 26, 2018. During this count, volunteer teams with trained leaders and paid, formerly homeless guides, walked or drove through an assigned geographic area and attempted to count each person they saw and to count the number of tents, cars or recreational vehicles that appeared to be occupied. Those doing the count did not engage with the people they counted, just made note of their location and number. Per HUD definitions, people in vehicles, as well as those in tents (including those in City of Seattle-sanctioned encampments, or tiny home villages) were counted as unsheltered.

· Youth and young adult count. All Home also conducted a count of young people between the ages of 18 and 24 experiencing homelessness. This count was held during the day before the unsheltered count, on January 25, 2018, at a number of locations that serve homeless youth and young adults. 

· Survey. Following the unsheltered count, All Home conducted a survey of people experiencing homelessness – both those who had been unsheltered and those in shelter during the night of the count. All Home staff note that this survey was used to develop the multiplier to estimate the number of people in tents or vehicles counted during the unsheltered count, as well as to provide a more complete profile of specific population groups, such as veterans.

· Sheltered count. The HUD definition of homelessness for the annual count includes both those who are unsheltered and those who are in shelter or transitional housing. Records from the County’s Homeless Management Information System (HMIS) were used to compile a count of those in shelter or transitional housing on the night of the 2018 count. [footnoteRef:5] [5:  People who are doubled up with friends or family are not counted as homeless for the point in time count, due to the HUD definition, though these people are considered homeless for the US Department of Education’s count of homeless students.] 


This combination of counting methods identified a total of 6,320 people unsheltered and 5,792 people in shelter or transitional housing as of the night of January 26, 2018, for a total of 12,112 people, a four percent increase over the number counted in 2017. Table 1 compares the 2017 and 2018 results. It also shows the percentage of total that each form of shelter (or lack of shelter) comprised during each year. 

Table 1. Point in Time Summary, January 2017 & January 2018

	Location
	
	2017
	2018
	Difference

	Unsheltered
	On the street
	1,482
	1,465
	-1%

	
	     Percent of unsheltered total
	27%
	23%
	

	
	Abandoned Buildings
	138
	146
	6%

	
	     Percent of unsheltered total
	3%
	2%
	

	
	Vans/Cars/RVs
	2,314
	3,372
	46%

	
	     Percent of unsheltered total
	42%
	53%
	

	
	Tents/Unsanctioned Encampment
	1,402
	967
	-31%

	
	     Percent of unsheltered total
	26%
	15%
	

	
	Sanctioned Encampment/Village
	149
	370
	148%

	
	     Percent of unsheltered total
	3%
	6%
	

	Unsheltered Total
	5,485
	6,320
	15%

	     Percent of Total Count
	47%
	52%
	

	Sheltered
	Shelter
	3,491
	3,585
	3%

	
	     Percent of sheltered total
	57%
	62%
	

	
	Transitional Housing/Safe Haven
	2,667
	2,207
	-17%

	
	     Percent of sheltered total
	43%
	38%
	

	Sheltered Total
	6,158
	5,792
	-6%

	     Percent of Total Count
	53%
	48%
	

	TOTAL COUNT
	11,643
	12,112
	4%



As Table 1 above shows:

· The number of people counted on the street (not in a tent or vehicle) remained roughly the same between 2017 and 2018, making up approximately 25 percent of the unsheltered total.

· The number of people counted in vehicles, including vans, cars, and recreational vehicles increased by 46 percent between 2017 and 2018. In 2017, people in vehicles made up 42 percent of the unsheltered count; in 2018, they made up more than half of those counted as unsheltered (53 percent).

· The number of people in tents or tiny homes (defined for the count as those without plumbing facilities) declined somewhat, from 1,551 in 2017 (28 percent of the unsheltered count) to 1,337 in 2018 (21 percent of the unsheltered count). However, as Table 1 shows, while the number of people in unsanctioned encampments decreased by 31 percent, the number in sanctioned encampments or tiny home villages increased by 148 percent, in response to the establishment of several new sanctioned encampments within the City of Seattle, as well as the continuation of existing sanctioned encampments both within City and elsewhere in the county.

· Of the people counted as being sheltered, there was a decline in the number of transitional housing units between 2017 and 2018, from 2,667 people in transitional housing in 2017 (43 percent of the sheltered count) to 2,207 people in transitional housing in 2018 (38 percent of the sheltered count). All Home staff note that this change is due to the continued effort to convert transitional housing units into permanent housing.

The Count Us In report also shows where in the county unsheltered people were counted in 2017 and 2018. Figure 1 shows how the Count Us In effort identified these regions.

Figure 1. Count Us In 2018 Regions

[image: ]
Source: All Home, 2018 Count Us In Report, p. 18




Table 2 compares the 2017 and 2018 results by region. 

Table 2. Unsheltered Count by Region, January 2017 & January 2018

	Region
	2017
	2018
	Difference

	East County
	319
	393
	23%

	     Percent of unsheltered total
	6%
	6%
	

	North County
	58
	251
	333%

	     Percent of unsheltered total
	1%
	4%
	

	Northeast County
	84
	137
	63%

	     Percent of unsheltered total
	2%
	2%
	

	Seattle
	3,841
	4,488
	17%

	     Percent of unsheltered total
	70%
	71%
	

	Southwest County
	1,113
	974
	-12%

	     Percent of unsheltered total
	20%
	15%
	

	Southeast County
	70
	77
	10%

	     Percent of unsheltered total
	1%
	1%
	

	TOTAL
	5,485
	6,320
	15%



As Table 2 above shows:

· In East County, an additional 74 people were counted as unsheltered during the 2018 count, for a 23 percent increase (from 319 people in 2017 to 393 people in 2018). Despite this increase, the percentage of the total unsheltered count in East County held steady at six percent of the countywide total due to the overall, countywide increase in the unsheltered count.

· In North County, an additional 193 people were counted as unsheltered during the 2018 count, for a 333 percent increase (from 58 people in 2017 to 251 people in 2018). This increase in the count meant that North County increased its share of the unsheltered population from one percent in 2017 to four percent in 2018.

· In Northeast County, an additional 53 people were counted as unsheltered during the 2018 count, for a 63 percent increase (from 84 people in 2017 to 137 people in 2018). Despite this increase, the percentage of the total unsheltered count in Northeast County held steady at two percent of the countywide total due to the overall, countywide increase in the unsheltered count.

· Seattle experienced the largest increase in the number of people who were counted as unsheltered during 2018, with an increase of 647 people for a 17 percent increase (from 3,841 in 2017 to 4,488 in 2018). Despite this increase, the percentage of the total unsheltered count in Seattle held relatively steady, increasing from 70 percent of the countywide total in 2017 to 71 percent in 2018.

· In Southwest County, 139 fewer people were counted as unsheltered during the 2018 count, for a 12 percent decrease (from 1,113 people in 2017 to 974 people in 2018). This decrease in the count meant that Southwest County decreased its share of the unsheltered population from 20 percent in 2017 to 15 percent in 2018.

· In Southeast County, an additional seven people were counted as unsheltered during the 2018 count, for a 10 percent increase (from 70 people in 2017 to 77 people in 2018). Despite this increase, the percentage of the total unsheltered count in Southeast County held steady at one percent of the countywide total due to the overall, countywide increase in the unsheltered count.

As in past years, people of color are disproportionately more likely to experience homelessness. Table 3 shows the percentage of King County’s total population made up by different racial and ethnic populations, and then shows the percentage those groups made up of the 2017 and 2018 Count Us In totals. 

Table 3. Population and Homelessness by Race and Ethnicity

	Population
	Percent of County Population
	2017 
Count Us In
	2018 
Count Us In

	White
	67%
	45%
	48%

	Black/African American
	6%
	29%
	27%

	Hispanic/Latino
	9%
	14%
	15%

	American Indian/Alaska Native
	1%
	6%
	3%

	Asian
	16%
	2%
	3%

	Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander
	1%
	2%
	3%

	Multiple Races
	6%
	15%
	16%



As Table 3 shows: 

· People who identify as Black or African American comprise six percent of King County’s population, but made up 29 percent of those counted by Count Us In in 2017 and 27 percent in 2018. 

· People who identify as Hispanic or Latino comprise nine percent of King County’s population, but made up 14 percent of those counted by Count Us In in 2017 and 15 percent in 2018.

· Conversely, people who identify as White comprise 67 percent of King County’s population, but made up 45 percent of those counted by Count Us In in 2017 and 48 percent in 2018.

The Count Us In survey also focused on the experience of people in specific population groups, such as veterans and families. Table 4 shows a comparison between 2017 and 2018 for several population groups.

Table 4. Population Groups Identified in 2017 and 2018 Count Us In

	Population Group
	2017
	2018
	Difference

	Veterans
	1,329
	921
	-31%

	     Percent of Total Count
	11%
	8%
	

	Individuals in Families with Children
	2,833
	2,624
	-7%

	     Percent of Total Count
	24%
	22%
	

	Youth and Young Adults (18-24)
	1,498
	1,518
	1%

	     Percent of Total Count
	13%
	13%
	

	TOTAL COUNT*
	11,643
	12,112
	4%

	*Note that because these population groups do not comprise the full Count Us In,

	the numbers shown above do not add up to the Total Count figures.
	



As Table 4 shows:

· The number of veterans identified as experiencing homelessness declined by 31 percent between 2017 and 2018, from 1,329 in 2017 (11 percent of the total number counted as homeless) to 921 in 2018 (eight percent of the total counted).

· The number of individuals in families with children identified as experiencing homelessness declined by seven percent between 2017 and 2018, from 2,833 in 2017 (24 percent of the total count) to 2,624 in 2018 (22 percent of the total count).

· The number of youth and young adults (between ages 18 and 24) identified as experiencing homelessness increased slightly from 1,498 in 2018 (13 percent of the total count) to 1,518 in 2018 (13 percent of the total count).

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Acting Executive Director of All Home will provide a more detailed briefing on the Count Us In report and findings.

LINKS

· All Home, Count Us In: http://allhomekc.org/king-county-point-in-time-pit-count/ 

ATTACHMENTS

1. Seattle/King County Point-in-Time Count of Persons Experiencing Homelessness 2018, All Home Presentation

INVITED

· Kira Zylstra, Acting Executive Director, All Home
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