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SUBJECT

A briefing from the Department of Public Defense on options to address disproportionality in the adult criminal justice system.

SUMMARY 

Public Defense.  The Department of Public Defense (DPD), which is directed by the Public Defender, provides legal advice and representation to adults and youths who cannot afford an attorney and are accused of a crime or are facing certain other matters such as juvenile dependency, civil commitment, or civil contempt of court. The department screens individuals in need of legal services to determine their eligibility, represents those deemed eligible, and maintains a panel of outside counsel to whom cases are assigned when needed because of conflicts of interest.
Racial disproportionality is defined as the overrepresentation of certain persons of color compared to their numbers in the population.  For example, African Americans constitute about 6 percent of the county’s population but make up 35.4[footnoteRef:1] percent of the county’s secure detention population. [1:  King County Department of Adult and Juvenile Detention, Detention and Alternatives Report December 2017] 


At the request of the committee chair, the Department of Public Defense will present options to the law justice committee today to address disproportionality in the adult criminal justice system.  

ATTACHMENTS

1. Presentation: Department of Public Defense Proposals Regarding Pre-Trial Release, Juries, and Sentencing for Reducing Disproportionality in the Criminal Justice Legal System

INVITED

1. Lorinda Youngcourt, Director, King County Department of Public Defense
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]Anita Khandelwal, Deputy Director of Law and Policy, King County Department of Public Defense 
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