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Subject
[bookmark: _GoBack]A briefing on the proposed rule and regulation (BOH18-02.1) relating to prohibiting use of smokeless tobacco at  event sites for professional sporting events.

Background
In 2010/2011, the Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids initiated a national campaign entitled Knock Tobacco Out of the Park[footnoteRef:1], to eliminate tobacco use from Major League Baseball (MLB) by prohibiting all tobacco use within MLB stadiums. The campaign is supported by the American Heart Association, American Lung Association, American Cancer Society, American Medical Association, American Academy of Pediatrics and Oral Health America. [1:  http://tobaccofreebaseball.org/] 


Tobacco use is currently prohibited at all little league, public school league, college baseball, all MLB affiliated Minor League games, and nearly half of the MLB stadiums (14 of 30) as a result of local or state policy. Many MLB clubs have openly supported these policies and the most recent collective bargaining agreement (CBA) for 2017-2021 between MLB players and MLB owners prohibits all new MLB players from using smokeless tobacco such as chew, dip and snuff on the field or in the clubhouse. The CBA also considers violation of local tobacco-free stadium laws as a violation of the CBA, therefore strengthening the enforcement of smokeless tobacco prohibition for MLB players. 

Health problem
While cigarette smoking has been on the decline both locally and nationally, smokeless tobacco use has not had a statistically significant decline nationally since 1999. Today more than 400,000 kids in the U.S. from 12-17 years of age use smokeless tobacco for the first time each year. Locally, smokeless tobacco use rates have not significantly declined since 2014. Table 1 below shows King County smokeless tobacco use rates for youth and adults.


Table 1. King County smokeless tobacco use rates 

	Grade
	Rate
	Estimated # of people

	6th
	0.5%
	1,300

	8th
	1.2%
	

	10th
	1.9%
	

	12th
	3.5%
	

	Adults 18 y.o.+
	2.0%
	29,700


Source: Youth Rates: 2016 Healthy Youth Survey; 
Adult Rates: 2014 Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System

The U.S. Surgeon General and the National Cancer Institute have found that smokeless tobacco use is hazardous to health and can lead to nicotine addiction. Smokeless tobacco contains at least 28 cancer-causing chemicals and causes oral, pancreatic and esophageal cancer as well as other health problems.[footnoteRef:2] Evidence shows that the earlier in life a person is exposed to nicotine, the less likely they will be able to quit using tobacco and the more likely they will consume greater quantities of tobacco.  [2:  https://cancercontrol.cancer.gov/brp/tcrb/global-perspective/index.html] 


Impact of professional sports and advertising on youth tobacco use
The use of smokeless tobacco has become part of the culture of baseball, not only at the professional level, but at every level in baseball. Both children and teenagers closely observe athletes’ actions, including their use of tobacco products and are influenced by what they see. The issue is exacerbated since professional sports are now broadcast through high definition television and/or streamed through the internet to millions of people every day. This allows youths to never have to attend a game in person to see their favorite player using tobacco. 

Adolescents tend to mimic the behaviors of those they look up to and identify with, including baseball players and other athletes. According to a 2015 Center for Disease Control (CDC) study, high school athletes who play on sports teams use smokeless tobacco at higher rates than non-athletes. Former U.S. Surgeon General Vivek H. Murthy. M.D., M.B.A. has said “creating 100% tobacco-free environments is one of the best ways we can set our kids up for a healthy future.”

Additionally, advertising and promotional expenditures for the top five smokeless tobacco companies totaled more than $684 million in 2015; a 14 percent increase compared to the prior year and more than four times the amount spent in 1998.

Current King County professional stadium policies
All professional stadiums in King County are already required to be smoke-free by state and local smoking regulations. Both Safeco Field and CenturyLink Field have policies posted online that prohibits the smoking or use of tobacco by fans and attendees; however these policies are not specifically directed to the players on the field or in locker room or clubhouse area. Below are excerpts of the smoke-free policies for Safeco Field and CenturyLink Field that are posted online:

· Safeco Field : 
“Smoking Policy - In compliance with the Washington Clean Air Act, the facility is a no-smoking venue (including marijuana, chewing tobacco and electronic cigarettes). Smoking is not permitted in any location inside the ballpark or within 25 feet of all entrances, windows and ventilation intakes. Smoking is permitted only in designated, controlled areas outside the Right Field Gate and Center Field Gate. All Guests returning from the designated, controlled smoking area will be subject to security re-inspection.”[footnoteRef:3] [3:  https://www.mlb.com/mariners/ballpark/information/guide#t-content] 


· CenturyLink Field and Event Center: 
“Smoking – In compliance with state law (RCW 70.160), smoking of any kind is prohibited in all areas of CenturyLink Field and Event Center. This includes, but is not limited to: cigarettes, e-cigarettes, vape pens, and smokeless tobacco.”[footnoteRef:4] [4:  http://www.centurylinkfield.com/stadium-guide/] 


Conclusion and proposed rule and regulation
Despite the policies that have been instituted in King County, there are still more than a thousand youth using smokeless tobacco. Professional stadiums are places where kids still may see their childhood idols using an addictive and dangerous product. Additionally, professional sports are broadcast almost daily to thousands of youth never in attendance at a local stadium, making the potential exposure to adults using harmful smokeless tobacco even more widespread.

In an effort to reduce this exposure and to reduce future smokeless tobacco use by minors, the proposed rule and regulation (BOH18-02.1) is proposed to the Board for consideration. The proposed rule and regulation prohibits the use of smokeless tobacco products at event sites for professional sporting events and requires signs clearly communicating that the use of smokeless tobacco is prohibited.

If enacted, the proposed rule and regulation would make Seattle the 15th MLB city to enact such a policy and may become the tipping point toward completely eliminating smokeless tobacco use from all 30 MLB stadiums.
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