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SUBJECT

A briefing on the King County Library System’s 2017 Annual Report, “Year in Review and Stories,” and upcoming projects and initiatives.

SUMMARY

The King County Library System (KCLS) operates 49 libraries throughout King County, serving nearly all King County residents, and is one of the highest regarded library systems in the United States.[footnoteRef:1] Its mission is “…to provide free, open, and equal access to ideas and information to all members of the community, without regard to race, citizenship, age, religion, economic status, or any other condition or qualification.” 2017 was the 75th anniversary of the founding of KCLS. The Library has an annual budget of $120 million and had almost 21 million items checked out including 4.7 million digital downloads.  [1:  In the 2010 Hennen's American Public Library Ratings, the most recent ratings available, KCLS scored the sixth best library in its population category in the United States. It was also awarded 2011 Library of the Year by Library Journal.] 


KCLS is governed by a seven member board of trustees appointed by the King County Executive and approved by the King County Council. The board is responsible for managing the budget and for hiring the executive director. Currently, there are two vacant seats on the Board of Trustees. 

BACKGROUND 

The King County Library System (KCLS) operates 49 libraries throughout King County, serving all King County residents except residents of Seattle, Yarrow Bay and Hunts Point.[footnoteRef:2] KCLS was established in 1942 as a rural library district. It is governed by a seven-member board of trustees. Trustees are appointed by the King County Executive and must be approved by the King County Council per state law governing rural library districts.[footnoteRef:3] The board is responsible for managing the budget and for hiring the executive director. All board members serve at-large and for a maximum of two consecutive five-year terms.  [2:  Seattle is not part of KCLS and has its own library system. Since June 1, 2015, Seattle residents are eligible for Seattle-resident KCLS library cards, which provide access to most KCLS services but allow a more limited number of requests for library materials than typical cards. State law RCW 27.12.360 prohibits KCLS and the Seattle Public Library from merging due to the size of the population of the City of Seattle.]  [3:  RCW 27.12.030] 



ATTACHMENTS

1. KCLS 2017 Annual Report


INVITED

1. Jim Wigfall, Trustee, KCLS Board of Trustees
2. Lisa Rosenblum, Director, King County Library System
3. [bookmark: _GoBack]John Sheller, Government Relations Manager, King County Library System
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