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COMPARISON OF CITY AND COUNTY ARTS OFFICES/COMMISSIONS 

 

Agency Mission 
Funding & Funding 

Sources 
Appointment of 

Director 
Appointments  

to the Board/Commission 
Budget Oversight by 

Jurisdiction 
Other Accountability 

Measures 
 

4Culture 
 
PROPOSED: 
PO 2018-0086 
 
County-
established 
PDA; receives 
County capital 
and general 
funds and 
County lodging 
tax revenues 
for arts/culture 

Promote arts, heritage, historic 
preservation and public art 

• For 2017-2018 
biennium, approx. 
$3.2M/year transferred 
from King County (1% 
for Arts, General Fund 
support) 

• Approx. $9.8M/year in 
lodging tax 
endowment held by 
4Culture 

 

• Recruited by Board, 
appointed by County 
Exec, confirmed by 
Council 

• Can be removed by 
Board or County 

• 15 members plus 5 ex 
officio 

• Recommended by 
4Culture Board 
Nominating Committee 

• 9 appointed and 
confirmed by Council 

• 6 appointed by County 
Executive and confirmed 
by Council 

• County must transfer 
funds to 4Culture from 
lodging tax, 1% for Arts 

• Council approves 
appropriation of county 
funds to be transferred to 
4Culture in the biennial 
budget process. 

• 4Culture must transmit 
annual budget to Council 
and Council must 
approve by motion prior 
to funds transfer 

• 4Culture must file 
financial statement and 
budget with Council by 
April 15 

• 4Culture must present 
financial statement and 
prospective plans in two 
annual meetings with 
Council 

• County may remove any or 
all Board members by 
ordinance “for any reason” 

4Culture 
 
EXISTING 
 
County-
established 
PDA; receives 
County capital 
and general 
funds and 
County lodging 
tax revenues 
for arts/culture 

Promote arts, heritage, historic 
preservation and public art 

• For 2017-2018 
biennium, approx. 
$3.2M/year 
transferred from King 
County (1% for Arts, 
General Fund 
support) 

• Approx. $9.8M/year in 
lodging tax 
endowment held by 
4Culture 

• Recruited and hired 
by Board 

• Can be removed by 
Board 

• 15 members plus 5 ex 
officio 

• Nominated by 4Culture 
Board Nominating 
Committee 

• Appointed by County 
Executive, confirmed by 
Council 

• County must transfer 
funds to 4Culture from 
lodging tax, 1% for Arts 

• Council approves 
appropriation of county 
funds to be transferred to 
4Culture in the biennial 
budget process. 

• 4Culture must file 
financial statement and 
budget with Council by 
April 15 

• 4Culture must present 
financial statement and 
prospective plans in two 
annual meetings with 
Council 

• County may remove any or 
all Board members by 
ordinance “for any reason” 

Pierce County 
Arts and 
Cultural 
Services 
Program and 

Provides arts services to Pierce 
County residents 

• 2018 1% for Arts 
budget of $395,000 
plus $31,000 in the 
Pierce County budget 
for the Economic 

• The Economic 
Development 
Department Director 
serves as primary 
contact for the 
Commission 

• 9 members with 1 from 
each Council district and 
2 at-large members; all 
appointed by the 
Executive and confirmed 
by the Council 

• All revenues dedicated to 
or appropriated for arts 
and culture are managed 
by the Economic 
Development Department 

• Commission is required to 
keep a record of 
proceedings and 
transactions and to report 
annually to the County 
Council and Executive. 
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Arts 
Commission 

Development 
Department 

• Commission advises on 
1% for Arts projects, but 
payments are made after 
acceptance of projects by 
the Executive and Council 

• Arts budget is part of the 
County budget 

Snohomish 
County Arts 
Commission 

Cultivate and enhance a vibrant 
community of artists and arts 
organizations by connecting 
citizens with a range of cultural 
opportunities to celebrate, 
appreciate and participate in the 
diverse arts and culture of the 
County 

• Arts fund includes 
deposits for 1% for 
the arts from county 
construction projects 

• 2017 Arts 
Commission budget of 
$200,000 

• County Executive 
provides staff support 
for the arts program 

• 7 members with 1 from 
each Council district and 
2 at-large members; 7 
alternates with 1 from 
each Council district and 
2 at-large 

• At-large members are 
appointed by the 
Executive; the district-
based members are 
appointed by each 
councilmember and 
confirmed by the Council 

• Arts fund is managed by 
the county finance 
director 

• Arts fund may only be 
expended on works of art 
recommended by the arts 
commission and 
approved by the 
Executive subject to 
appropriation by the 
Council 

• Commission is required to 
provide an annual written 
report to the County 
Council 

Bellevue Arts 
Program and 
Arts 
Commission 

Encourage and support the arts as 
a vital part of community life  

• Arts Program 
operating budget of 
$318,032 for 2018 

• Planning and 
Community 
Development 
Department provides 
staff support 

• 7 Bellevue residents 
appointed by the mayor 
with concurrence of the 
city council 

• Council adopts the city's 
budget, which includes 
the Arts Program budget 

• Commission recommends 
priorities for funding and 
allocation of small grants to 
arts organizations based 
on eligibility and selection 
criteria approved by the 
Council 

Seattle Office 
of Arts and 
Culture and 
Arts 
Commission 

Activate and sustain Seattle 
through arts and culture 

• 2016 revenues of 
$13.1M, primarily from 
the municipal arts 
fund for public art, 
admissions tax and 
Seattle's General 
Fund 

• Appointed by the 
Mayor, subject to 
confirmation by City 
Council 

• Can be removed by 
the Mayor upon filing 
a statement of 
reasons with the 
Council 

• 16 members with 7 
appointed by the Council, 
7 appointed by the 
Mayor, 1 appointed by 
the commission, and 1 
young adult member 
appointed by the Mayor 
subject to confirmation by 
the Council. 

• Council adopts the 
budget for the Office of 
Arts and Culture.  

• Director is required to 
prepare and annually 
update a Municipal Arts 
Plan. 
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Sources:  City and county websites, budget books and code provisions.  Note that the budgeted amounts and funding sources for jurisdictions other than King County may not represent the full amount 
of funding for arts/culture/heritage programs and represents only the information that was available online. 
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