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Metropolitan King County Council
Budget and Fiscal Management Committee



STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	7
	Name:
	Clifton Curry

	Proposed No.:
	2016-0410
	Date:
	February 22, 2017




SUBJECT

AN ORDINANCE authorizing the execution of a new lease to support the operations of Superior Court.

SUMMARY

Proposed Ordinance 2016-0410 would authorize a lease at an existing location for Superior Court Juvenile Probation Services in the Federal Way area. This office has eight employees who see over 250 youth and their families per year; the location primarily serves youth from southern area of the County.  

While this lease would maintain operations in the current location (this has been a Probation Office since before 2010) it has been transmitted as a new lease because it has been put into the same format as a previously approved County lease template.  The term of the lease is for an initial five years with the ability for up to two additional five-year renewals.  The Facilities Management Division indicates that the proposed lease rate of $4,699 per month ($17.50 per square foot) in year one is fair market value for this location.  After considering both direct costs (rent and operating expenses) and other factors, such as move costs, it was determined that the lease is below average cost for this area.

BACKGROUND 

The Superior Court is the county’s jurisdiction trial court and has responsibility for civil matters, family law cases, criminal (any adult criminal case filed as a felony), and all misdemeanor and felony cases juvenile criminal offenses throughout the county.  As part of its Juvenile Court, Superior Court is responsible for Juvenile Probation Services.  

The goal of juvenile probation services is to provide community safety, accountability and treatment to all youth who fall under the supervision of Juvenile Court. All youth who enter the juvenile offender court system are assessed by Juvenile Probation Counselors (JPCs) to determine placement options, the level of supervision needed when placed in the community, and after adjudication, to ensure that all conditions of a court order are followed and that appropriate services are provided to the youth and family. According to the Superior Court, the task of probation is to help youth successfully fulfill court-ordered supervision and to prevent their return to the court system.  In addition, JPCs work with the youth and their families to ensure that appropriate services are provided to address the factors that contributed to the youth’s being involved in the criminal justice system. Youth are placed on standardized probation for up to one year for after they have bee adjudicated for a crime.  Juveniles who, based on the risk/needs assessment, pose a moderate to high risk to re-offend, are supervised by a JPC located in one of the four field offices.[footnoteRef:1] Offices are located in Seattle, Bellevue, Renton, and Kent. In most cases, a juvenile's JPC will come from the field office that is the closest to the juvenile's home. [1:  Juveniles who, based on the risk/needs assessment, are low-risk to re-offend are supervised by the Low-Level Supervision Unit in Seattle. When supervising low risk juvenile offenders make most contacts using the telephone.
] 


The field office JPC meets with the juvenile and his/her family, conducts a full risk/needs assessment and sets up a case plan. The JPC is responsible for assisting the juvenile in meeting court ordered conditions and referral to the appropriate services. If the juvenile is not following the court order, the JPC may bring the juvenile back into court and ask the court to review the case and possibly sanction the juvenile for not following the court order.

This legislation would provide a new lease at the existing location for Superior Court Juvenile Probation Services. This location maintains the existing location in the Federal Way area. The Renton office has eight employees who see over 250 youth and their families youth per year.

Equity and Social Justice (ESJ) Impact  The Executive has indicated that Superior Court Juvenile Probation is an alternative to detention and provides evaluation, screening and supervision to juveniles to prevent their return to the court system. According to FMD materials, an important ESJ consideration was finding a location that was accessible and convenient to the program’s clients who come from the surrounding area. The FMD documents note that the property associated with the lease is located in in Federal Way in a building that houses service providers.  The location is also close to four Federal High Schools and two alternative schools.  The location has convenient access to freeway and transit service, as well as service partners.  This location will benefit program participants who are disproportionately from minority and immigrant populations who need easy transit access to both the office and associated service providers. During the period of the current lease, there have been no identified issues from the surrounding community as a result of the programs and persons using the office. 

ANALYSIS

While this lease would continue operations in the same location (this has been a Probation Office since before 2010), it has been transmitted as a new lease because it has been put into the same format as a previously approved County lease template.  The term of the lease is for an initial five years with the ability for up to two additional five-year renewals.   The following table shows the lease rates for the five-year term.



	Year
	Rent per square foot 
	Rent per month

	1
	$17.50
	$4,698.75

	2
	$17.50
	$4,698.75

	3
	$18.00
	$4,833.00

	4
	$18.00
	$4,833.00

	5
	$18.50
	$4,967.25



The Facilities Management Division indicates that the proposed lease rate of $4,699 per month ($56,385 full year) in Year One is fair market value for this location.  After considering both direct costs (rent and operating expenses) and other factors, such as move costs, it was determined that the lease offered by Institute for Family Development was below average cost for this area.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]The lease has been reviewed by the Council’s legal counsel, who have identified no concerns with the renewal.

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2016-0410, including attachment
2. Transmittal Letter
3. Fiscal Note
4. Property Summary

INVITED

1. Julie Porter, Real Estate Services, Facilities Management Division
2. Ryan Pinto, Juvenile Court Services Manager, Superior Court 
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