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SUBJECT	

An ordinance amending Title 14 of the King County Code.

SUMMARY

Proposed Ordinance 2017-033 would amend and move administrative provisions in the traffic code (Title 46 of the King County Code) into Title 14 of the King County Code, which pertains to roads and bridges.  

BACKGROUND

The King County Code (K.C.C.) compiles ordinances that are permanent or general in nature.  Organized by subject matter, K.C.C. Title 14 pertains to administration of county roads and bridges, including road design and construction standards, and K.C.C. Title 46 contains the traffic laws for unincorporated King County, including speed limits and parking restrictions.  As part of the Council’s review of Proposed Ordinance 2016-0402, which updates Title 46, Council’s legal counsel, the PAO and Road Services Division (RSD) staff recommend amending and moving administrative elements of the traffic code (Title 46) to Title 14 and other appropriate Titles.  These include sections of Title 46 that do not pertain to compliance with traffic laws, including procedures for revising speed limits and placing and maintaining traffic control devices.

ANALYSIS

Proposed Ordinance 2016-0402, which would update the traffic code (K.C.C. Title 46), includes a number of administrative provisions required in lieu of adopting the Washington Model Traffic Ordinance (Chapter 308-330 WAC). As noted above, Council’s legal counsel, the PAO and RSD staff have jointly recommended a number of edits to these provisions as well as moving these sections into more appropriate Titles.  The most substantive change provides for appeals of the county road engineer’s decisions on revised speed limits to the Hearing Examiner, rather than to the Council.  This change parallels similar appeal processes.  Table 1 below summarizes the proposed revisions and Table 2 details changes in definitions between PO 2017-0033 and PO 2016-0402. Approval of PO 2017-0033 will require amendments to PO 2016-0402 as transmitted.
Table 1.  PO 2017-0033 Revisions Relative to PO 2016-0402

	Section(s)
	Topic
	PO 2016-0402
	PO 2017-0033

	1
	· Authority to change speed limits.
	· Implied, but not explicitly authorized
	· Council finds that the county road engineer has authority to revise speed limits.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  As proposed, K.C.C. would establish maximum speed limits, except where a different speed limit has been posted, as 35 mph on a county road and 25 mph on a county road in a designated urban area or rural town] 


	2-18
	· Consolidates definitions into Title 14[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  Title 46 to be amended to reference Title 14.] 

	· See Table 2

	19-20
	· Certain county road engineer authorities
	· Authorizes county road engineers to determine parking meter zones, temporarily close roads, determine one-way highways, determine arterial highways, and change speed limits
	· [bookmark: _GoBack]Deletes county road engineer authority to designate arterial highways[footnoteRef:3]; deletes county road engineer authority to designate parking meter zones (see Amendment 1) [3:  Not required, per PAO and Executive staff.] 


	21-25
	· Procedures to change speed limits
· Authority to designate speed zones
	· Revisions may not differ from more than 10 mph from the existing limit and must be based upon given factors.
· Revisions may be appealed to Council
	· Maximum limits as set by state law (no more than 60 mph and no less than 20 mph)
· Decision to change limits must be based on results of an engineering and traffic investigation based on same factors as in 2016-0402
· Defines notice requirements for proposed speed limit revisions and appeal provisions
· Objections to revisions may be sent to county road engineer[footnoteRef:4] [4:  The objection must be based on showing that the engineering and traffic investigations do not support the proposed speed limit change.] 

· Any appeal of the county road engineer’s decision may be appealed to the hearing examiner

	26-28
	· Traffic engineer duties
	· Defined
	· Same, but deletes provisions regarding weight limits on bridges (redundant with existing code)

	29
	· Hearing examiner role in appeals of speed limit changes
	· N/A
	· Hearing examiner to issue final decisions on appeals of county road engineer decisions on changes to speed limits


Table 2.  Revised Definitions (PO 2017-0033 compared to PO 2016-0402)

	Term
	PO 2016-0402
	PO 2017-0033

	Director
	KC DOT
	KC DOT unless otherwise specified

	Holidays
	Defined
	Delete – not used 

	Public place
	Defined; referenced in section on unlawful racing
	Delete –not used 

	School bus zone
	Delete- not used
	Delete – not used

	Sheriff 
	Not defined
	King County sheriff or designee

	Sign 
	Not defined
	Sign that conforms to road standards

	Traffic Control Devices 
	Not defined
	As regulated by road standards, etc.

	Traffic Engineer 
	Not defined
	King County traffic engineer

	Unlawful race event
	Defined
	Delete – not used

	Workday
	Defined
	Delete – not used

	Wrecked, dismantled, or inoperative
	Defined
	Delete – not used



AMENDMENT

Amendment 1 corrects drafting errors by 1) changing references to “highway” to “county road,” and 2) authorizing the county road engineer to determine parking meter zones.  The latter authority was included in PO 2016-0402 and PO 2016-0033 as drafted provides the authority to the traffic engineer.  The Road Services Division requested that the county road engineer, who supervises the traffic engineer, be given that authority, too.

INVITED

· Brenda Bauer, Director, Road Services Division
· Jay Osborne, Deputy Director, Road Services Division
· Rick Brater, County Road Engineer

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2017-0033
2. Amendment 1
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