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SUBJECT

This briefing will cover a report transmitted by the Executive that describes methods to aid in the public’s understanding of the stormwater and surface water code requirements, as required by Ordinance 18257, Section 26, which adopted updates to the County’s stormwater regulations.

SUMMARY

This report responds to the requirements of Ordinance 18257, which updated the County’s stormwater ordinance.  Section 26 of this ordinance required a report regarding actions the County can take to aid in the public’s understanding of the stormwater and surface water code.  The report proposes three strategies: providing plan assistance documents, posting plain language summaries on the County’s website, and allocating additional staff time to outreach and engagement.

BACKGROUND 

In March 2016, the Council adopted Ordinance 18257, which updated the County’s stormwater regulations.  While reviewing Ordinance 18257, Council determined that the Executive should consider ways to aid in the public’s understanding of the regulations, and added a report requirement in Section 26 of the Ordinance:

“A.  The executive shall transmit a report that recommends actions the county can take to aid in the public's understanding of the stormwater and surface water code.  In addition to the actions the executive may recommend, the report may include an analysis of the efficacy of the county:
  1.  Providing plan assistance documents for single family residential and agricultural property owners;
  2.  Posting plain language summaries of the provisions of K.C.C. chapters 9.04 and 9.12 to the websites of the department of permitting and environmental review and the department of natural resources and parks, water and land resources division or their successor agencies;
  3.  Allocating additional staff time for community outreach and engagement, with a focus on impacted communities.
B.  The report shall be transmitted to the council by December 31, 2016, in the form of a paper original and an electronic copy to the clerk of the council, who shall retain the original and provide an electronic copy to all councilmembers, the council chief of staff, the policy staff director, and the lead staff for the transportation, economy and environment committee, or its successor.”

ANALYSIS

The Executive transmitted a report responding to each component of the requirement in Ordinance 18257.

A. Identification of Actions the County can take to Aid in the Public’s Understanding of the Stormwater and Surface Water Code.

The requirements in Ordinance 18257 for this report suggested three strategies for which the report provides additional detail:

Strategy #1: Providing plan assistance documents for single family residential and agricultural property owners

The report states that the Water and Land Resources Division (WLRD) will assist the Department of Permitting and Environmental Review (DPER) with updates to customer service bulletins.  Five bulletins are specifically mentioned, and the current version of these bulletins are attached to the report.  The report states that the update work is ongoing.

Strategy #2: Posting Plain Language Summaries of K.C.C. 9.04 and 9.12 to the DPER and WLR Division websites

The report states that plain language summaries would likely help project applicants obtain information to assist with their development projects. The report states that the plain language narratives will be drafted and then posted to WLRD and DPER websites.

Strategy #3: Allocating additional staff time for community outreach and engagement, with a focus on impacted communities

The report describes past education and outreach efforts, most recently with the update to the surface water manual that was adopted in 2016.  The report states that WLRD will continue current education and outreach efforts.

ATTACHMENTS

1. Report 2017-RPT0007
2. Transmittal Letter
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