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SUBJECT

Proposed Motion 2016-0319 would confirm the appointment of Jenny Schmitz, who resides in council district eight, to the Transit Advisory Commission (TAC) for a partial term to expire on August 31, 2017.

SUMMARY

The Executive has appointed Jenny Schmitz to a partial-term on the King County Transit Advisory Committee, expiring August 31, 2017. Proposed Motion 2016-0319 would confirm this appointment. 

BACKGROUND

As established in the King County Code (KCC 2.124), the TAC is a permanent body that advises the Transit Division, the Executive, the County Council, local jurisdictions and subarea transportation forums on transit issues and policy, including matters of concern to the elderly and persons with disabilities. TAC members are recruited by the King County Department of Transportation, appointed by the County Executive and approved by the County Council for two-year or partial terms.

The TAC is comprised of 18 King County residents. Nine are transit riders, recruited to reflect the diversity and geographic distribution of County residents. Nine represent transit stakeholder groups, including persons with disabilities, elderly persons, or individuals associated with agencies that work with disabled and elderly persons, recruited to reflect the diversity of the communities they represent and types of disabilities, as well as consideration of the geographic distribution of County residents.

Jenny Schmitz’s application materials note that she has extensive experience with public transit as a wheelchair user. Ms. Schwartz is passionate about creating a seamless transportation system between bus, streetcar and other public transportation systems. As someone who is unable to drive, Ms. Schmitz notes that she counts on public transportation. Ms. Schmitz believes that public transit is key to the community and its mobility. Ms. Schmitz notes that her primary focus areas as a TAC member would be physically impaired service levels and regional transit planning. Ms. Schmitz holds a BA from Stanford University and MBA’s from Stanford University and University of Washington. 


ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Motion 2016-0319 (Attachments A, B and D available upon request)
2. Transit Advisory Commission Board Profile (Attachment C to Motion)
3. Transmittal Letter dated May 6, 2016

Pursuant to K.C.C.3.04.110, which allows for confidentiality, the required Financial Disclosure Statements have been distributed to Council members only. 
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