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Metropolitan King County Council
STAFF REPORT

SUBJECT
Appointment to fill the vacancy in the position of State Senator for the 45th Legislative District.
SUMMARY
Proposed Motion 2016-0553 (Att. 1) would make an appointment to fill the vacancy in the position of State Senator for the 45th Legislative District.
BACKGROUND
The 45th Legislative District includes all or parts of the communities of Duvall, Kirkland, Sammamish, and Woodinville, among others. The boundaries of the district are shown in the attached map (Att. 2).
The death of Senator Andy Hill on October 31, 2016, has created a vacancy in the position of state senator for the 45th District. As King County’s legislative authority, the Council is responsible for making an appointment to fill the vacancy. Washington Constitution, art. II, § 15 (Att. 3).
The appointee must be from “the same political party as the legislator or partisan county elective officer whose office has been vacated, and shall be one of three persons who shall be nominated by the county central committee of that party.” Washington Constitution, art. II, § 15 (Att. 3).
The Council must make the appointment “within sixty days after the vacancy occurs.” Washington Constitution, art. II, § 15 (Att. 3).
[bookmark: _GoBack]The person appointed by the Council will serve until certification of the election of a successor in November 2017 (RCW 29A.24.171 (Att. 4)). The person elected in November 2017 will serve until a successor is elected in November 2018, since Senator Hill’s term would have expired in 2018 (RCW 29A.24.171(1)). The winner of the 2018 election will serve a full, four-year term (Washington Constitution, art. II, § 6) (Senators “shall be elected for the term of four years, one-half of their number retiring every two years”).
THE CANDIDATES
In accordance with the state constitution, the King County Republican Central Committee (KCRCC) has nominated three candidates to fill the current vacancy. As described in a November 22, 2016, letter from Lori Sotelo, KCRCC chair, to the Council (Att. 5):
The Candidate Selection Committee of the King County Republican Central Committee (KCRCC), pursuant to the laws of the State of Washington and the KCRCC bylaws, met on Saturday, November 19, 2016 and selected three candidates for the Washington State Senate Seat in the 45th Legislative District, vacated by the late Senator Andy Hill.
Those three candidates are (in order of their selection by the Candidate Selection Committee):
1.	Dino Rossi
2.	Toby Nixon
3.	Joel Hussey
Background information provided by Mr. Rossi upon request is included in these materials as Attachment 6. Background information provided by Mr. Nixon upon request is included as Attachment 7. Mr. Hussey has not provided any background information; however, biographical information from his listing in LinkedIn is included as Attachment 8. 
The Selection Process
As noted in the letter from Ms. Sotelo, the candidate selection process is prescribed by the KCRCC bylaws, an excerpt from which is Attachment 9. The bylaws provide in part:
18.3	Composition of Committee. The Candidate Selection Committee shall consist of the Precinct Committee Officers of the constituency of the vacant office, all the Legislative District Chairmen residing within the constituency, all incumbent Republican legislators and other Republican officials holding elective partisan offices and residing within the constituency, the outgoing officeholder if available, and the elected officers of the Central Committee. 
18.4	Procedure. The Committee shall select by majority vote its first choice for filling the vacancy. It shall then by separate ballot select, by majority vote, its second choice and it shall then by separate ballot select, by majority vote, its third choice. The report of the committee shall list in order of preference the three candidates to be submitted for filling the vacancy.
As described in an email from the Executive Director of the King County Republican Party, Arthur Whitten, the vote count to fill the current vacancy was:
First Choice:	Dino Rossi: 46
	Toby Nixon: 1
 
Second Choice:	Toby Nixon: 27
	Joel Hussey: 18
 
Third Choice:	Joel Hussey: 45
AMENDMENT
In its current form, the proposed motion has a blank for the name of the person to be appointed. The blank will need to be filled in by amendment of the motion. It is expected that the motion to amend will be made orally.
Invited
1. Dino Rossi
Toby Nixon
Joel Hussey
ATTACHMENTS
Proposed Motion 2016-0553
Map of 45th Legislative District
Washington State Constitution, art. II, § 15
RCW 29A.24.171
KCRCC Letter Reporting Candidate Selection
Dino Rossi – background information
Toby Nixon – background information
Joel Hussey – background information
KCRCC Bylaws 2014-2016 (Article XVIII)
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