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August 9, 2016


The Honorable Joe McDermott
Chair, King County Council
Room 1200
C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember McDermott:

As required by Ordinance 17941, Section 53, Proviso 2, I am transmitting to the King County Council a report, and a motion approving the report, regarding expenditures for emergent needs and unanticipated project costs of the Road Services Division of the Department of Transportation. The proviso reads as follows:

SECTION 53.P2. 

Of this appropriation, $525,000 shall not be expended or encumbered until the executive transmits seven quarterly reports on expenditures for each prior quarter for emergent needs and unanticipated project costs and motions that approve the quarterly reports and the motions are passed by the council.  The motions shall reference the subject matter, the proviso’s ordinance, ordinance section and proviso number in both the title and body of the motion.  Upon transmittal of each motion, $75,000 is released for the expenditure.

Each report shall include, but not be limited to, identified needs, funding requests and expenditures for emergent needs and unanticipated project costs and shall explain the rationale and the policy basis relative to the 2014 update to the Strategic Plan for Road Services for project selection.  If identified unanticipated needs and funding requests exceed budgeted capital improvement program revenue, the report shall detail the process used by the department to prioritize the expenditures.

The executive must file the seven quarterly reports by May 15, 2015, August 15, 2015, November 15, 2015, February 15, 2016, May 15, 2016, August 15, 2016, and November 15, 2016, and the motions required by this proviso by those same dates in the form of a paper original and an electronic copy with the clerk of the council, who shall retain the original and provide an electronic copy to all councilmembers, the council chief of staff, the policy staff director and the lead staff for the transportation, economy and environment committee or its successor. 

During the second quarter of 2016, $580,000 of appropriation authority was transferred from Quick Response.  Quick Response is a master project reserved for unexpected changes to the road system; this allows the division to set up a project to immediately begin a responsive project.  In addition, $21 of appropriation authority was transferred from Emergent Need.  The Emergent Need project provides funding for existing projects that experience unforeseen circumstances.

Quick Response funds were used for the following project:

Project No. 1129290, Dockton Road SW Erosion Protection
The purpose of this project is to construct a rock-filled trench on the shoulder of the northbound side of the road and adjacent to a failed private barge dock to stabilize the roadway from further erosion.  The heavily traveled roadway, which also serves as an alternate route to the major arterial on Vashon Island, is vulnerable to erosion from wave and tidal action.  The division prioritized these expenditures over other unprogrammed needs due to the potential of property and personal losses.  $500,000 of appropriation authority was transferred from Quick Response to fund the project.

Project No. 1129625, Berrydale Overcrossing 3086OX Repair
The purpose of this project is to repair portions of the timber deck and replace timber rail blocks as necessary on the Berrydale Overcrossing Bridge that was originally built in 1931.  The bridge is located on heavily traveled Kent-Black Diamond Road that connects the communities of Black Diamond and Enumclaw to State Route 18.  Several soft spots on the deck have been patched but the patches are not holding up and water is leaking through resulting in the erosion of the soft banks below the bridge.  The erosion may result in undermining the shallow post footings of the bridge.  In addition, vibrations from the high traffic volume are causing the timber blocks, which connect the bridge rails to the bridge posts, to come loose.  The division prioritized these expenditures over other unprogrammed needs due to the potential of property and personal losses.  $80,000 of appropriation authority was transferred from Quick Response to fund the project.

Funds for these project address key goals of the Roads Strategic Plan: Goal 1: Prevent and respond to immediate operational life safety and property damage hazards; and Goal 3: Maintain and preserve the existing roadway facilities network.

Emergent Need funds in the amount of $21 were transferred to address an administrative technical adjustment necessary to true-up the difference between budget and actual expenditures based on a reconciliation of the fund during year-end accounting.  The attached report provides additional details regarding the technical adjustment.

The attached motion and report are consistent with the King County Strategic Plan goal of supporting safe communities by maintaining safe and secure county-owned infrastructure, including roads and bridges.

It is estimated that this report and transmittal required two hours of staff time to produce at minimal cost.

Thank you for your consideration of the attached report and motion. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Brenda Bauer, Road Services Director, at 477-3580.

Sincerely,



Dow Constantine
King County Executive
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