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SUBJECT

A motion that authorizes the King County Sheriff's Office to accept a donation of a 2006 Achilles inflatable boat with a thirty-horse-power outboard motor and a tow trailer for the boat.

SUMMARY

The King County Sheriff's Office Marine Unit has personnel that are trained in Technical Animal Rescue (TAR) and have specialized knowledge and procedures for rescuing animals in water.

Ms. Barbara Kajiya has an expressed interest in animal rescue and has donated her 2006 Achilles inflatable boat to the King County Sheriff Office’s Marine Unit to assist Deputies in animal and human rescues.  The Boat has an estimated value of $6,000.

King County Code 2.80.010 requires that gifts, bequests and donations, of more than $2,000 must be accepted on behalf of King County by motion of the County Council.  This motion would allow the KCSO Marine Unit to accept the boat and begin using it for rescues. 

BACKGROUND 

The King County Sheriff’s Office (KCSO) provides law enforcement services for unincorporated King County as well as for over 40 other governmental agencies, including full service police services to 12 contract cities. In addition to providing patrol services, KCSO provides numerous specialty law enforcement services including an air support unit, marine unit, SWAT, major crime investigations, bomb disposal, major accident response and reconstruction and arson investigations. KCSO also performs other functions such as emergency 9-1-1 call receiving and dispatching, service of court orders related to civil court filings, issuing concealed weapons permits, and sex offender registration. KCSO is led by an independently elected Sheriff.



Marine Rescue Dive Unit:

The King County Sheriff’s Office Marine Rescue Dive Unit (MRDU) deploys specially trained and equipped Deputies that are responsible for water related law enforcement, rescue and recovery work within the unincorporated areas of King County and cities/towns that contract for service.  These areas include Puget Sound, Lake Washington, Lake Sammamish and numerous other lakes, ponds, rivers and streams throughout King County. The unit’s primary goal is to promote safe, enjoyable water related recreation throughout King County.

Marine Rescue Dive Unit services include:

• Regular patrols by boat
• Marine related law enforcement (including Boating Under the Influence (BUI) investigation)
• Vessel/watercraft inspections
• Emergency response and rescue
• Vessel/watercraft firefighting and dewatering
• Vessel/watercraft accident investigation
• Drowning victim recovery
• Underwater evidence recovery
• Swift water river rescue
• Marine related oil spill response
• Public safety SCUBA diving
• Boater/water safety education (includes community and school events). 

Deputies are trained and certified public safety SCUBA divers that often dive in waters with little to no visibility. In addition, Marine Unit personnel receive specialized training in evidence searches, drowning recoveries and underwater vehicle recoveries. Unit deputies utilize underwater cameras, metal detectors and a remotely operated underwater vehicle (ROV).

Swift Water Rescue: Deputies are also trained and certified in swift water river rescue, recovery and evidence collection. Deputies utilize special equipment to conduct rescues and recoveries in and around rivers.  Deputies can be lowered by helicopter (hoist) into remote and hard to reach areas to effect a river or lake rescue or recovery.

Marine Rescue Dive Unit Deputies conduct regular training to remain proficient with diving, river, hoist and other related skills.

Primary MRDU Vessels The Sheriff’s Office has vessels serving several of the county’s waterways. The primary patrol boat on Lake Washington is a 38 foot aluminum boat custom built by Moose Boats and powered by twin 420 horsepower diesel engines with jet drives. This boat is equipped with radar, GPS, communications and firefighting and dewatering capabilities. It has an excellent platform for SCUBA diving and is a regional support platform for long term operations and recovery missions.  

The primary patrol boat on Lake Sammamish is a 26 foot aluminum Pacific Skiff boat.  This boat is equipped with radar, GPS, communications and firefighting and dewatering capabilities. 

In addition, the Marine Unit has a patrol boat on Puget Sound which is a 41 foot boat built by SAFE Boats. This boat is equipped with radar, GPS, forward looking infrared (FLIR), communications and firefighting / dewatering capabilities.  It can be utilized as an interdiction vessel and is a regional support platform for on-water tactical events.  

The MRDU also has several smaller boats of various sizes and types that can be deployed to other bodies of water almost anywhere when needed.

ANALYSIS

Ms. Barbara Kajiya has an expressed interest in animal rescue and in 2006 attempted to donate her Achilles Inflatable Boat to Pasado's Safe Haven to be used as an animal rescue boat.  Pasado's Safe Haven was not able to accept the donation.

Approximately three years ago, Ms. Kajiya donated her boat to the King County Sheriff’s Office Marine Unit because the unit has personnel that are trained in technical animal rescue and have specialized knowledge and procedures for rescuing animals in water.  The boat has been stored at the MRDU headquarters, but has been unavailable for use because the County Council has not formally accepted the donation.  

The boat and trailer have a combined value of $6,000 and will complement the other equipment used by the marine unit.  There is a potential for the Sheriff’s Office to incur operations and maintenance costs to utilize the boat.  KCSO budget staff have indicated that these costs will be negligible and funded within the Department’s current appropriation.  The boat will not be added to the Facilities Management Division’s or KCSO’s equipment replacement fund.  Therefore, the Sheriff’s Office will lose the functionality of the boat when it fails at some point in the future.
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